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CHAPTER I. 

WHENEVER Mrs. Stafford and Em- 
mcline were afterwards alone, they 
could think and fpeak of nothing but Lady 
Adelina. The misfortunes in which an 
unhappy marriage had involved her, her 
friendlefs youth, her lovely figure, tlie fet- 
tled forrow and deep regret that (he feemed 
to feel for the error into which her too great 
fenfibility of heart had betrayed her, en- 
VoL. IIL B gaged 
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gaged their tendereft pity, and made them 
both anxious to give her all the confolation 
and afliftance (he was now capable of re- 
ceiving. 

When they confidered the uncertainty 
of her remaining long concealed where fhe 
was, and the probability that Fitz-Edward 
himfelf might difcover her, they faw th^ 
ncceffity of her removal from Woodbury 
Foreft. But it was a propofal they could not 
yet make — nor had they yet recollefted 
any place where fhe might be more fe* 
cure* 

Emmeline, who felt herfelf particularly 
intereftcd by her misfortunes, and who was 
more pleafed with her converfation the 
oftener (he converfed with her, feldom 
failed of feeing her every day : but Mrs. 
Stafford, more apprehenfive of obfervation, 
could not fo frequently vifit her ; and the 
precaution of both redoubled, when Mrs. 
A(hwood, Mifs Galton, and the two Mifs 
Aftiwoods, arrived at Woodfield, where 
rhey declared an intention of (laying the 
months of June and July. 

Thliher 
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Thither alfo, foon after, came the 
younger Mr. Crofts, who had made an ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Stafford in London, 
with the hope of obtaining an invitation, 
which he eagerly accepted. 

Sir Richard Crofts, in tlic ambition of 
making a family, had determined to give 
every advantage to his cldcft fon, which 
might authorife him to look up to thofe al- 
liances that would, he hoped, make his own 
obfcurity forgotten* From the firft dawn 
of his fortune, he had confidered Mr. 
Crofts as it's general heir ; and had very 
plainly told his younger fon, that a place 
under government, which he had procured 
for him, of about three hundred a year, 
muft be his only dependance ; till he (hould 
poflefs two thoufand pounds, all the pro- 
vifion he intended making for him at his 
death — as he meant not to diminilh, by a 
more equal divifion, the patrimony of his 
brother. He recommended to him there- 
fore to remedy this deficiency of fortune, 
by locking out for an affluent wife. 

Nature had not eminently qualified him 
for fuccefs in fuch a projedl ; for his per- 

B 2 ^vitw 
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fon was fhort, thick, and ill made, and his 
face compofed of large broad features, two 
dim grey eyes, and ia complexion of a dull 
fallow white. ^ A vain attempt to look like 
a gentleman, ferved only to render the 
meannefs of his figure more remarkable ; 
and the qualities of his heart and under- 
ftanding were but little .calculated to make 
his perfonal imperfeftions forgotten. His 
heart was felfifli, narrow, unfeeling, and at 
once mean and proud ; hrs underftanding 
beneath mediocrity ; and his converfation 
confifted of quaint fcraps of fomething that 
he fuppofed was wit, or at leafl: very like 
it. And even fuch attempts to be enter- 
taining, poor as they were, he retailed from 
the office where he paffed the greateft part 
of his time, and for a fubaltern employnient 
in which his education had been barely 
fuch as fitted him. But ignorant as he was, 
'-and devoid of every eftimable accomplifli-' 
'mcnt, he had an infinite deal of that infe- 
«tior kind of policy called cunning; and 
being; accuftomed to confider his eftablifh- 
ment as depending wholly on himfelf, he 
had acquired a habit of facrificing every 
I ' - fentiment 
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jfentiment and every paffion to that one 
purpofe ; and- would adopt the opinions, 
and fubmit to the caprices of others, when- 
ever he thought they could promote it. He 
had learned the obfeqiiious attention, the 
indefatigable induftry, the humble adula- 
tion which is neceflary for the under depart- 
ments of political bufinefs : and while fuch 
acquifitions gave him hopes of rifing in that 
line, they failed not to contribute to his 
fuccefe in another. He would walk from 
ihe • .extremity of Weftminfter to Wr.p- 
ping, to fmuggle a fet of china, or of qua- 
drille boxes, for tlte mother or aunt of an 
heirefs; and would, with great temper, fuf- 
fer the old Ijuiies to take advantage of him 
j^ cards, while he ogled the young ones. 
Which, together with his being always 
ready to perform for thein petty fervices, 
and to flatter them wilhoutfcruple, had ob- 
:tained for him tl^ charafter of *' one of 
^ the beft creatures breathing," But what- 
ever favour thefe various jecommendations 
obtained for him for a time, from the 
-elderly ladies, he loft his ground when his 

B 3 views 
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views were difcovered ; and tho' he had re- 
ceived what he fancied encouragement fronj 
two or three young women of fortune on 
their firft emerging from the nurfery, yet 
they had no fooner acquired an handfomer. 
or richer lover, than *^ the beft creature 
•^ breathing/' was difcarded. 

He was not however difcouraged : and 
meeting with Mrs, Aflhwood at a rout at 
Lady Montreviile's, he was told by Mifs 
Delamere, who was extremely diverted 
with her airs of elegance, that (he was a 
rich widow who wanted a hufband. He 
.enquired into the circumftances of her for- 
tune ; and being alTured flie poflefled fuch 
an income as would make him eafy, he 
thought fome little advantage (be had over 
him in point of age no diminut'on of her 
attraftions, and found it convenient to fall 
immediately in love She liftened to him 
with complaifance ; and foon difcovered 
that he was not fo. plain as at firft he 
appeared to be" — foon afterwards, '^ that 
** he was rather handfome, and vaftly fen- 
•* fib c and agreeable ;*' after which, he 

made 
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made a rapid progrefs in her heart; and it 
was concerted between them that he (hould 
follow her to Woodfield, 

Emmeline and Mrs, Stafford were wea- 
ried to death with the party. But the for- 
mer forbore to complain, and the latter was 
forced to fubmit, and to fmile, while anguiflii 
was frequently at her heart, 

Mrs, Aftiwood talked of nothing but 
falhionable parties and fafliionable people, 
to whom her acquaintance with Lord Mon- 
treville's family had introduced her ; and 
(lie now feldom deigned to name an untitled 
acquaintance— while Crofts hung on her 
long narratives with affeded admiration ; 
and the two elder of her three daughters, 
who were all in training to be beauties, 
aped their mother in vanity and imper- 
tinence. 

The eldcft Miis A(hwood, now about 
fourteen, was an infupportable torment to 
Emmeline, as (he had taken it into her 
head to form, wirhher, a fentimental friend- 
(hip. She had learned all the cant of fenti- 
ment from novels ; and her mama's lovers 

B 4 ht^d 
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had extremely edified her in teaching her 
to exprefs it. She talked perpetually of 
delicate embarraflments and exquifite fen- 
fibilities, and had probably a lover, as 
ftie extremely wanted a confidant ; a port 
which EmmeUne with fome difficulty de- 
clined .-^Of ^^ the fweet novels" the had 
read, (he juft underftood as much as made 
her long to become the heroine of fiich an 
hidory herfelf, and Ihe wanted fomebody 
to liflen to her hopes of being fo. But 
Emmeline (hrunk from her advances, and 
repaid her fomdnefs with gcneial and cool 
civility ; though Mrs. Afhwood, who loved 
rather to liften to Crofts than to attend to 
her daughters, continually promoted the 
intimacy, hi hopes that fhe would take 
them off her own hands, and allow them to 
be the companions of her walks. 

This, Emmeline was obliged ftudioufly 
to evade, as fuch companions would en- 
tirely have prevented her feeing Lady Ade- 
lina ; and by repeated excufes (he not only 
irritated the curiofity of Mrs. A(hwood and 
Mifs GaltOD, but gave the former an ad- 
ditional 
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dicional c^ufe of diflike. to that which (he 

• • • 

-)iad already conceived; inafmuch as (he 
was younger, handfomeri and more ad* 
mired t^aa b^elf* 

£m)iicliac received frequent letters from 
Delamerf, as warm and paiitonate as his 
perfonal profeifions* He told her, that as 
his mother's health was greatly amended^ 
he iintended foon to vifit thofe parts of 
France with which he was yet unacquainted; 
and ftioaldjpafs.fome time in the Northern 
Provinces, from whence he entreated her 
to allow him to conjLe only for a few days to 
JEngl^(f to fee her-^n indulgence which he 
faid would efiable him to bear with more 
tranquillity the remaining months of his 

exile. ^ -r***'"- 

Tho' nowaccuftomed to confider him a^ 
her hufband, Erameline/refolutely refuftd 
to confent to this breach of his engagement. 
to his father. . She had flately fcen in her 
friends, Mrs. Stafford and Lady.Adelina, 
two melancholy inftances of the frequent 
.unhappinefs of very early marriages ; and 

• ihe had no inclination to hazard . her own 

B 5 happincfs 
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happinefs in hopes of proving an exception* 
She wifhed, therefore, rather to delay her 
union with Delamere two or three years^j 
but to him fhe never dared hint at fuch a 
delav. A clandeftmc interview it was, 
however in her power to decline j and (he 
anfwered his requeft by entreating him not 
to think of fuch a journey; and repre- 
fcntcd to him that he could not expeft 
Lord Montreville would finally adhere to 
his promifes, if he himfelf was carelefs of 
fulfilling the conditions on which his I^rd- 
fliip had infifted. Having thus, as (he fup- 
pofed, prevented Delamere from offending 
his father, and without any immediate un- 
eafinefs on her own account, flie gave up 
her mind to the folicitude flie could not 
'help feeling for Lady Adelina. This oc- 
cupied almoft all her time when fhe was 
alone ; and gave her, when in company, 
an air of abfcnce and referve. 

Tho' Mrs. Afliwood fo much encouraged 
the attention of James Crofts, Ihe had not 
forgotten Fitz-Edward, whom flie had 
vainly fought at Lady Montrevilie's, in 

hopes 
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hopes of renewing an acquaintance which 
had in it's commencement offered her fo 
much fatisfaflion. Fitz-Edward had been 
amufed with her abfurdity at the moment, 
but had never thought of her afterwards; 
nor would he then have bellowed fo much 
time on a woman .to him entirely indif*t 
fcrent, had not he been thrown in her 
way by his defire to befriend Delamere with 
Emmeline, on one of thofe days whci? 
Lady Adelina infifted on his leaving her, 
to avoid the appearance of his pafllng with 
her all his time. Happy in fuccefsful love, 
his gaiety then knew no bouru^s ^ and his 
agreeable flattery, his lively converfation, 
his fafhionable manners, and his bandfome 
perfon, had not fince been abfent from the 
memory of Mrs. Afliwood. His being 
fometimes at the houfe he had borrowed 
of Delamere, near Woodfield, was one of 
the principal inducements to her to go thi- 
ther. She indulged fanguine hopes of fe- 
curing fuch a conqueft i and evaded giv- 
ing to Crofts a pofitive anfwer, till Ihe had 

B 6 R^ade 
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made another eflay on the heart of the 
Colonel, 

He came, however^ fo feldom to Wood- 
field, that Mr^. Stafford had feen him there 
only once fince her meeting Lady Adelina ; 
and then he appeared to be under cncreafcd 
dejcftion, for wkich flie knew now how to 
'account. 

Emmeline had given Mrs. Stafford fo in*- 
'different an account of Lady Adelina one 
•evening, that Ihe determined the next 
morning to fee her. She therefore went 
immediately after breakfaft, on pretence of 
vifiting a i>oor family who had applied to 
her for afliftance ; when as Mrs. Afliwood, 
Mifs Galton and Emmeline, were fitting 
together^ Colonel Fitz- Edward was an- 
nounced. 

He came down to Tylehurft only the 
evening before; and not knowing there was 
company at Woodfield^ rode over to pafs 
an hour with the two friends, to whom he 
had frequently been tempted to eommuni- 
'Cate the fource of his melancholy. 

WhetJier it was owing to the confciouf- 

nefe 
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•nefs of Lady Adclina's mournful ftory that 
aiofe in the mind of Emmeline, or whether 
feeing Fitz-Edward again in company widi 
Mrs, Afliwood renewed the memory of 
what had be^len her when they lafl met, 
{he bluffaed deeply the moment (he beheld 
him, and arofe from her chair in confufion ; 
then fat down and took out her work, 
which (he had haftily put up ; and trying 
♦to recover herfelf, grew ftill more confufed, 
and trembled and blulhed again. 

Mrs. A(hwood was in the mean time . 
overwhelming Fitz-Edward with compli- 
-ments and kind looks, which he anfwered 
with . the diftant civility of a flight ac- 
quaintance ; and taking a chair clofe to 
Emmcline,. enquired if (he was not well ? 

She anfwered that (lie was perfeAly well ; 
and attempted to introduce general co«- 
verfation. But Fitz-Edward was attentive 
only to her ; and Mrs, Alhwood, extremely 
.piqued at his diftant manner, meditated an 
excufe to get Emmeline out of the room, 
in hopes of obtaining more notice. 

Fitz-Edward, however, having talked 

apart 
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apart with Mifs Mowbray a (hort time, 
arofe and took leave, having by his man- 
ner convinced Mrs. Aflhwood of what flie 
reluftantly believed — that fome later at- 
tachment had obliterated the impreffion 
(he had made at their firft interview. 

*^ I never faw fuch' a figure in my life,*' 
cried (he, *■ as Mr, Fitz- Edward. Mercy 
^* on me !-i-he'is grown fo thin, and 7^ 
fallow !'* 

^' And fo ftupid,'* interrupted Mifs 
Galton. *^ He is in love I fancy/* 

Emmeline blufhed again ; and Mrs. A(b- 
wood calling a malicious look at her, faid— • 
'* Oh ! yes— he 'doubtlefs is in love. To 
** riien'of his gay turn you know it makes 
** no difference, whether a perfon be aftu- 
*^ ally married or engagedJ^ 

Emmeline, uncertain of the meaning of 
this farcafm, and unwilling to be provoked 
to make a tart reply, which (he felt her- 
felf ready to do, put up her work and left 
the room. 

While (he went in fearch of Mrs. Staf- 
ford, to enquire after L-.ady Adelina, and 

to 
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to relate the converfation that had pafled 
between her and Fitz-Edward, Mrs, Afti- 
wood and Mifs Galton were indulging 
their natural malignity. Tho* well ap- 
prized of Emmeline's engagement to De- 
lamere, yet they hefitated not to impute 
her confufion, and Fitz-Edward*s beha- 
viour, to a pafifion between them. They be- 
lieved, that while her elopement with De- 
lamere had beyond retreat entangled her 
with him, and while his fortune and fu- 
ture title tempted her to marry him, her 
heart was in poflcffion of Fitz-Edward ; 
and that Delamerc was the dupe of his 
miftrefs and his friend. 

This idea, which could not have oc- 
curred to a woman who was not.herfelf ca- 
pable of all the perfidy it implied, grew 
immediately familiar with the imagination 
of Mrs. AQiwood, and embittered the 
fenfe of her own difappointment. 

Mifs Galton, who hated Emmeline 
more if poflible than Mrs. Afliwood, irri- 
tated her fufpicions by remarks of her own. 
She obferved " that it was very extraor- 

* dinary 
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.*^ dinary Mifs Mowbray Jbpultl walk oujtt 
-\' fo early in a morning, and fo ftudioufly 
^' avoid . talking any bQ4y ^itji her*-and 
.*^ that iiillefs fl^e had appoiatmepts to 
.*^ "Vvhich fhe dcfired no witnefs, it was 
*' very fijigular (he ftiould chufe to ramble 
-" abovit by herfelf." 

From thefc obfervations, and her evident 
.^opfafion.Qn feeing himi th^y conchaded that 

txfehaddaily affignations with Fitz-Edward. 
- They agreed, that it would be no more than 
common juftice to inform Mr. Delamere 
of their difcov^ry ; and this they determined 
to;do as foon as they had certain proofs to 
produce, withwhiclj they c()PQluded a v^ry, 
little triable arid attention would furnifli 
them. . • 

James Crofts, whofc fucteft'was noV in- 
difputable, fihce of the hahdfdme Colonel 
there were no hopes^ was let into the fecret 
of their fufpicioris ; ^hd readily uiidertodk 
• to affift in d.ete<3:ing the intrigue, for which' 
. he affured them" he -had piarticular talents. 
While, thefefore, Mrs. Afhwood, Mifs 
Gdlton, -and Jame3 Crofts, were "preparing 

io 
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to undermine the peace and charafter of 
the innocent, ingenuous Emmeline, (he 
and Mrs, Stafford were meditating how to 
be ufeful to the unhappy Lady Adelina. 
They became every day more interefted 
and more apprehenfive for the fate of that 
dcvbted young woman, whofe health fecmed 
10 be fuch as made it very improbable (he 
fhould furvivethe birth of her child. Her 
Spirits, too, were fo deprefled, that they 
could not prevail on her to think of her 
own fafety, or to allow them to make any 
evertures to her family ; but, in calm and 
hopelefs languor, (he feemed refigned to 
the horrors of her deftiny, and determined 
to die unlamented and unknown. 
. Her elder brother. Lord Wefthavcn, 
had returned from abroad almoft imme- 
diately after her concealment. His en- 
quiries on his firft arrival in England had 
only informed him of the embarrafltnent of 
Trelawny's affairs, and the inconvenience 
to which his fifter had confequently been exs 
pofed ; and that after (laying fome time ia 
England, to fettle things as well as Ihe could,; 

(he 
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(he had difappeared , and every body believed 
was gone to her hufband. His Lordlhip's 
acquaintance and marriage with Augufta 
Delamere, almoft immediately fucceeded ; 
but while it was depending, he was afto- 
niflied to hear from Lord and Lady Clan- 
carryl that Lady Adelina had never written 
to them before her departure* He went in 
fearch. of Fitz-Edward; but could never 
meet him at home or obtain frpm his fer- 
vants any direftion wher^ to find him. 
Fitz-Edward, indeed, purpofely avoided 
him, and had left no addrefs at > his lodgr. 
ings in town, or at Tylehurft, 
. Lord Wefthaven then wrote to Trekwny, 
but obtained no anfwer; and growing daily 
more alarmed at the uncertainty he was in 
about Lady Adelina, he determined to go, 
as foon as he was married, to Switzerland ;. 
being perfuaded that though fome accidert 
had prevented his receiving her letters, (he 
had found an afylum there, amongft his 
mother's relations. 

• Fitz-Edward, with anxiety even more 
poignant, h^d fought her with as little fuc- 

C?fs. 
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cefs. After the morning when (he dif- 
charged her lodgings, and left them in an 
hackney coach with her maid, he could 
never, with all his unwearied refearches, 
difcover any traces of her. 

He knew (lie was not gone to Trelawny ; 
and dreading every thing from her detcr- 
rnined forrow, he pafled his whole time be- 
tween painful and fruitlefs conje6lurcs, and 
the tonnenting apprehenfion of hearing of 
fome fatal event. Inceflantly reproaching 
himfelf for being the betrayer of his truft, 
and the ruin of a lovely and amiable wo- 
man, he gave himfelf up to regret and de- 
fpondence. The gay Fitz-Edward, fo lately 
the envy and admiration of the falhionable 
world, was loft to fociety, his friends, and 
himfelf, 
^" • He pafled much of his time at Tylchurft ; 
becaufe he could there indulge, without in- 
terruption, his melancholy reflexions, and 
only faw Mrs. Stafford and Emmeline, in 
whofe foft and fenfible convcrfation he found 
a tranfient alleviation of his forrow — forrow 
which now grew too fevere to be longer 

concealed. 
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concealed, and which he refolved^to .tak^ 
the earlieft opportunity of acknowledging, 
in hopes of engaging the pity of his fair 
friends— perhaps theiralTiftancein difcoverf 
ing the unhappy fugitive whocaufed it. 
-- From Lady-Adelina, they had moftcare- 
/wjly concealed, that : his refidence was i^ 
jicar the obfcurc abode fhe had chofen, 
Fat^l aSfhe had been to herpeace^ and con*- 
fcieotioufly as fhe ' had abf^ained frongr 
ftamiog him 'after their firft converfation^ 
ih^y: kneWs that (he iUlKfwidly loved hin%.^ 
.arul'tihit her fears for hij^f^fptyhad afliifted 
htr fenfe- of r-eflkudc wfcen fhe determined 
to tear hcrfelf from hrm. But were flie 
again to meet him, they jfeared fbe wmild 
either reUpfe into her former fatal ^ffeftion, 
or conquer it by an effort, which in her 
precarious ftate of health reiigbt prove in?i-. 
nlediately fataU 

The requefl which Fitz-Edward had 
made to Emmeline, that l:^e might be al« 
lowed- to fee her and Mrs. Stafford together, 
without any other perfon being prefenc^ 
they both wiihed to evade > dreading leaft 

they 
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they (houldby their countenances betray 
the knowledge they had of his unhappy 
ilory, and the intereft they took in its ca« 
taftrophe. 

They hoped, therefore, to efcape hearing 
his confeflion till Lady Adelina (hould be 
rcmoved—and to remove her became in- 
difpenfibly neceflary, as Emmeline was 
tohvinced ihe was watched in her vifits to 
the cottage. 

' Twitfe (he had met James Crofta within 
lialf a (Quarter of a mUe of the cottage ; and 
«t another time diTcovered, juft as (he was 
about to enter it, that the Mifs Afli woods 
iiad followed her alnfoft to tht door •, which 
■Ihe therefore forbore ^o enter. Thefc cir- 

m 

cumftanccs made both her and Mrs. Staf- 
'-ford folicitous to have Lady Adelina 
•placed in greater fecurity ; and, added to 

Emmellne^s uneafinefs for her, was the un- 

pleafant fituation in which Ihe found her- 

felf. 

Obfcrvcd with malicious vigilance by 
'Mrs. Afhwood, James Crofts, MifsGalton, 

and the" two Miflcs, (he felt as awkward as 

- if 



if (he really had fomc fecret of her own to 
hide ; and with all ihe purity and even he- 
roifm of virtue, learned the uneafy fenfation 
which ever attends myftery and conceal- 
ment. The hours which ufed to pafs tran- 
quilly and rationally with Mrs. Stafford, 
were now dedicated to people whofc con- 
verfation made her n J amends ; and if flic 
retired to her own room, it failed not to 
excite fneers and fufpicions. She faw Mrs^ 
ScaSbrd flruggling with 6ijt&ion which 
flie had no power td ':^ii&jpate or relieve, 
and obliged to enter >ifito frequent parties 
of what is called pleafure, though to her it 
gave only fatigue and difguft, to gratify 
Mrs. Afhwood, who hated all fociety but 
a crowd. James Crofts, indeed, helped to 
keep her in good humour by his exccffive 
adulation ; and chiefly by afiuring her, that 
by any man of the leaft tafte, the baby face 
of Emmeline could be confidered only as a 
foil to her more mature charms, and that 
her fine dark eyes eclipfed all the eyes in 
the world. He protefted too againft Em- 
meline for afFcdting knowledge—-" It is,'* 

faid 
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faid he, '^ a maxim of my father's— and 
•' my father is no bad judge— that for a 
** woman to afFc<a: literature is the moft 
^^ horrid of all ablurdicies} and for a 
'^ woman to know any thing of bufinefs, 
«* is deteftable.'* 

Mrs. Afhwood. laid by her didionary, 
determined for the future to fpcU her own 
way without it. 

Befidcs the powerful intervention of 
flattery, James Crofts had another not lefs 
fuccefsful method of winning the lady's 
favour, itie told her that his brother, who 
had long cheriihed a paiTion in which l»e 
was at length likely co be difappointed, 
was in that cafe determined never to marry ; 
that he wa« in an ill (late of health ^ and if 
he died without pofterity, the cftate and 
title of his father would dcfcend to him- 
fclf. 

1 he elder Crofts, very defirous of feeing 
a brother eftablifhcd who might otherv^ifc 
be buithcnfome or inconvenient to hiiVi, 
fuggefled thisfinefiej and lecured its be- 
lief by writing frequent and melancholy 

accounts 
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accounts of his own ill health-^an artifice 
by which be promoted at once his brother's 
views and his own. He afFcfted the vale- 
tudinarian fo happily, and complained fo 
much of the ill efFefl that conflant applica- 
tion to bufinefs had on his conftitution, thstt 
nobody doubted of the reality of his fick- 
nefs. He took care that Mifs Delamere 
fhould receive an account of it> which he 
knew fhe would conlider as the confequence 
of his defpairing love ; and when he had 
interefted her vanity and of courfe her com- 
pafTion, he contrived to obtain leave of 
abfence for three months from the duties 
of his office, in order to go abroad for the 
recovery of his health. He haftened to 
Barege ; and foon . found means to re- 
. cftablifh himfclf in the favour of Mifs Dc- 
. lamere ; from which, abfence, and large 
draughts of flattery difpenfed with French 
adroitneis', had a little difplaced him. 
This ftratagem put his brother James on 
fo fair a footing with the widow, that 
he thought her fortune would be fecurcd 
before ihe could difcover it to be only a 

ftratagem, 
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ftratagem, and that her lover was (till likely 
€0 continue a younger brother. 

James Crofts feeing the neceflity of dif- 
patch, became fo importunate, that Mrs. 
A(hwQod, defpairing of Fitz-Edward, aid 
believing (he might not again meet with a 
man fo near a tide, for which (he had a 
violent inclination, was prevailed on to 
promife (he would make him happy as fooa 
as (he returned to her own houfe. 

It was now the end of June ; and Lady 
Adclina, whofe fituation grew very critical, 
had at. length yielded to the entreaties of 
her two friends, and agreed to go wherever 
they thought (he could obtain a(fiftancb 
and concealment in the approaching hour. 

Mrs. Stafford and Emmeline, after long 
and frequent refledtions and confultations 
on the fubjeft, concluded that na fituation 
would be fo proper as Bath. In a place 
rcforted to by all forts of people, Icfs en- 
quiry is excited than in a provincial town, 
where ftrangers are objefts of curio(ity to 
it*s idle inhabitants. To Bath, therefore. 

Vol. III. C it, 
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it was determined Lady Adelina (hoiild go. 
But when the time of her journey, and her 
arrangements there, came to be difcufled, 
Ihe exprefled fo much terror leaft (he (hould 
be known, fo much angulfli at leaving 
thofe to whofe tender pity (he was fo greatly 
indebted, and fuch melancholy conviftion 
that fhe (hould not furvive, that the fenfible 
heart of Emmeline could not behold with- 
out (haring her agonies; nor was Mrs. 
' Stafford lefs affcded. When they returned 
home after this interview, Emmeline was 
purfued by the image of the poor unhappy 
Adelina. But to give, to the wretched, 
only barren fympathy, was not in her na- 
ture, where more efFcftual relief was in 
her power. She thought, that if by her 
prefence flie could alleviate the angui(h, 
and foothe the forrows of the fair mourner, 
perhaps fave her charafter and her life, and 
be the means of reftoring her to her family, 
.fhe (hould perform an adion gratifying to 
htr own heart, and acceptable to heaven. 
The. more (he refledted on it, the more 

anxious 
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anxious (he became to execute it — and (he 
at length named it to Mrs, Stafford. 

Mrs. Stafford, tho' aware of the number- 
lefs objedlions which might have been made 
to fuch a plan, could not refolve ftrenuoufly 
to oppofe it. She felt infinite compa(rion 
for Lady Adelina •, but could herfelf do 
little to afTift her, as her time was not her 
own, and her abfence muft have been ac- 
counted for : but Emmeline was liable to 
no reftraint ; and would not only be meri- 
torioufly employed in befriending the un- 
happy, but would efcape from the fociety 
at Woodfield, which became every day 
more difagreeable to her. Thefe confider- 
ations, particularly the benevolent one of 
faving an unhappy young woman, over- 
balanced, in the mind of Mrs. Stafford^ 
the objedion that might be made to her 
accompanying a perfon under the unfor- 
tunate and difcreditable circumftanccs of 
Lady Adelina; and her heart, too expanfive 
to be clofed by the cold hand of prudery 
againft the fighs of weaknefs or misfortune^ 

C 2^ aflTured 
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aflufcd her that (he was right. She knew 
that Ethmeline was of a charadber to pity, 
but not to imitate, the erroneous conduft 
of her friend ; and (he believed that the 
reputation of Lady Adclina Trclawny 
might be refcued from reproach, without 
communicating any part of it's blemifh to 
the fpotlefs purity of Emmeline Mowbray. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER 11. 



As foon as Emmeline had perfuaded 
herfclf of the propriety of this plan 
and obtained Mrs. Stafford's concurrence, 
(he hinted her intentions to Lady Adelina; 
who received the iniimation with fuch 
tranfports of gratitude and delight, that 
Emmeline, confirmed in her refolutioni no 
longer fuffered a doubt of it*s propriety to 
arife ; and, with the participation of Mrs. 
Stafford only, prepared for her journey, 
which was to take phce in ten days. 

Mrs. Stafford alfotmploycd a perfon on 
whom fhe could rely, to receive the money 
due to Lady Adelina from her hufband'a 
ertate* But of this her Ladyfliip demanded 
only half, leaving the reft for Trelawny. 
The attorney in whofc hands Trelawny's 
affairs were placed by Lord We(l haven, 
was extremely anxious to difcover, from 
the perfon employed by Mrs. Stsfford, from 

C 3 whence 
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whence he obtained the order figned by 
Lady Adelina •, and obliged him to attend 
feveral days before he would pay it, in 
hopes, by perfuafions or artful qucftions, to 
draw the fecret from him. He met, at the 
att6rncy's chambers, an officer who had 
made of hiin the fame enquiry, and had 
followed him home, and Cnce frequently 
i/nportuned him— Intelligence, which con- 
vinced Mrs. ScaflTord that Lady Adelina 
muft foonbc difcovered, (as they concluded 
the officer was Fitz-Edward,) and made 
both her and Emmeline haften the day of 
her departure. 

About a quarter of a mile from Wood- 
field, and at the extremity of the lawn 
which furrounded it, was a copfe in which 
the accumulated waters of a trout ftream 
formed a beautiful tho* not extenfive piece 
of water, (haded on every fide by a natural 
wood. Mrs, Stafford, who had particular 
pleafure in the place, had planted flowering 
fhrubs and caufed walks to be cut through 
it; and on the edge of theVater built a 
feat of reeds and thatchy which was fur- 

liiifhed 
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nifhcd with a table and a few garden chairs.* 
Thither Emmelinc repaired whenever (he 
could difengage herfclf from company. 
Solitude was to her always a luxury ; and 
particularly defirable now, when her anxiety 
for Lady Adelina, and preparations for their 
approaching departure, made her wi(h to 
avoid the malicious obfcrvations of Mrs. 
Afliwood, the forward intrufion of her 
daughters, and the inquifitive civilities of 
James Crofts. She had now only one day 
to remain at Woodfield, before that fixed- 
for their fetting out i and being altogether 
unwilling to encounter the fatigue of fuch 
an engagement fq immediately previous to 
her journey, (he declined being of the party 
to dine at the houfe of a neighbouring gen- 
tleman; who, on the occafion of his'fon's 
coming of age, was to give a h^W zndfete 
cbampetre to a very large company.. 

Mrs. Afliwood, feeing Emmelinc avcifc, 
took it into her head to prefs her extremely 
to go with them ; and finding (lie fliil re • 
fufed, faid — *'. ii was mpnftrpus rude, and . 
** that Ihcwas fure no young perfon would 

C 4. t^_ decline 
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•* decline partaking fuch an crtjjertainment 
•* if (he had not fomc vtry particular rca- 
" fon/' 

Emnieline, teized and provoked out of 
her ufual calmncfs^ anfwcred— *" That 
*'* whatever might be her rcafons, (he was 
** fortunately accountable to nobody for 
'' them/*. 

Mrs. Afliwood, provoked in her turn, 
made fome very rude replies, which Em- 
fhcline, not to irritate her farther, left the 
room without anfwering ; and as foon as 
the carriages drove from the door, (he 
dined alone, and then dcfiring one of the 
fervants to carry her harp inro the fummer- 
houfe in the copfe, (he walked thither with 
her mufic books, and foon loft the little 
chagrM^ which Mrs. AJhwood's ill-breeding 
had given \tx. 

Fitz-Edward, who arrived in the country 
the preceding evening, after another fruic- 
lefs fcarch for Lady Adelina, walked over 
to Woodfield, in hopes, as it was early in 
the afternoon, that he might obtain, in the 
courfe of it^ fome convcrfation with Mrs, 

Staflford 
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Stafford and Emtneline. On arriving, he 
met the fervant who had attended £mme* 
line to the copfe, and was by him diredlcd 
thither. As he approached the feat, he 
heard her finging a plaintive air, which 
feemed in UAifon with his heart. She 
iiarted at thefightof him— ^Mrs. Alhwood's 
fufpicions immediately occurred to her, 
and at the fame moment the real mociye 
which had made him feck this interview. 
She bluihed and looked uneafy ; but die 
innocence and integrity of her heart pre* 
fcntly rcftored her compofure, and when 
Fitz-Edward afkcd if Ihe would allow him 
half an hour of her time, Ihe anfwcred— 
" certainly.*' 

He fat down by her dejededly and in 
filence. She was about to put afide htr 
harp, but he defired her to«rcpcat the air 
fixe was finging, - 

It is fweecly frothing/' faid he, " and 
reminds me of happier days, when I firft 
^^ heard it ; while you fing ic, I may per- 
haps acquire refolgtion to tell you what 
may oblige you to difcard me from you 

C 5 " acquain ance» 
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^ acquaintance. It 'does indeed require 
" refolution tx) hazard fuch a misfor- 
^ tune/* 

Emmcline, not knowing how to anfwer, 
immediately began the air. The thoughts 
which agitated her bofom while flie fung^ 
made her voice yet more tender and 
pathetic. She faw the eyes of Fitz^Edward"* 
fill with tears i and as foon as fbe ceafed he- 
faid— 

"Tellme, Mifs Mowbray — what doer 
** the man deferve, who being entruftect 
" with the confidence of a young and beau- 
** tiful woman— beautiful, even as Emme- 
•* line hcrfelfi andas highly accompliOied^ 
<c — has betrayed the faered truftj and has^ 
** been the occafion— oh God !— -of what 
** mifcry may I: not have been the occa- 
" fion! 

'^ Pardon me,*' continued he— ** I anr 
^ afraid my delpair frightens you— I will: 
" endeavour to command *myfelf.^* 

Emmelma found (he could not efcape 
hearing the ftory, and endeavoured not to 

tetray. 
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betray by her countenance that l^e ah'eadf 
knew it. 

Fitz- Edward went on— ^ 
<* *• When firft I knew you, Iwas a de- 
^ tided libertine. Yourfelf and Mrs. Staf* 
** ford, lovely as I thought you both, would 
" have been equally the object of my dc- 
*' figns, if Delamere*s paffion for you, and 
•* tht referved ctndudk of Mrs* Stafford, 
*^ had not made me doubt fucceeding 
** with either. But for your charming 
*• friend my heart long retained it's par- 
*^ tiality ; . nor would it ever have felt for 
*^ her that pure and difintcrefted friendfhip 
*' which is now in regard to her it's only 
** fcnriment,- had not the objedl of my pre- . 
** fcnt regret and anguifti been thrown in 
^ my way. 

" To you, Mifs Mowbray^ I fcruple not 
*• to fpeak of this beloved and lamented 
*^ woman-, though her name is facred with 
*^ me, and has never vet been mentioned 
•^ united with diihonouri 

'^ The connexion between our families , 
•^fii:fl: introduced m& to her acquaintance. 

C 6 ^^I.^ 
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''In bcrperfon fbe was exquiiitely lovely, 
'* and her manners wer? as enchanting as 
'' her form. The Iprightly gaiety of un- 
^« fufpeftiog ineacpccicncie, w^^ I thought, 
" foraetinics cticckcd: by aa inyoluntery 
♦* femimiritt of regret at the f^rificc Ihc 
** had niadc, by marrying a man every way 
*' unworthy of hcri except by that fortune 
^* to which ihc Mr.^s indiflferent, and of 
^* which heiWas ;h|)jRcning to diyeft himi- 
«' felfc 

" I had never fcen Mr. Trelawny j anil 
" knew him for fome time only from re- 
*• port* But when he came to Lough 
*' Carry!, my pity for her, encreafcd in 
^•proportion to the envy and indignation 
f^ wkh which I beheld the infenfible and 
*^ intemperate hulband — incapable of feclr 
♦* ing for her, any other fentiment, than 
.** what {he might equally have infpired in 
V the lowed of mankind* 

** Her unafFcfted fimplicity ; her gentle 
** confidence in my prote6tion during a 
** voyage in which her ill afTorted mate 
*' left her entirely to my care j made me 

" rather 
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^^ rather coiidder hi^* as my fifter than a3 
^' an objedl of feduftion. I refolved to b^ 
the guardian rather than the betrayor^f 
(ler jipnour — and^ long kept my refolu- 

Fitz-Edward then proceeded to relate 
the clrcumftances that attended the ruin of 
Trelawny's fortune : and that Lady Adelina 
was left to ftruggle with innumerable diiH- 
cglcies, unaQifted but by himfelf, tp^ whgm 
Lord Clancarryl had delegated tl>e tafk of 
tteating with Trtlawny's fitter and cre- 
ditors. 

^' Her gratitude/' continued he, " for 
** the littie affiftance I was able to give her, 
*^ was boundlefs ; and as pity had already 
*♦ taught me to love her with more ardour 
** t\k^n her beauty only, captivating as it 
<> M, would. have .infpired; gratitude led 
** her too eafily into tender fcntiments for 

me. I am not a preiuming coxcomb*, 

but ihc was infinitely too artlefs to con- 
♦' cc^l her partiality •, and neither her mis- 
** foitunes, or her being the lifter of my 

** friend 



cc 
cc 



38 E M M £ Xt N* r, 

«* friend Godolphin, protcded her agaiiifl:' 
** the libertinifm of toy principles.'*' 

He went on to relate the deep melan- 
choly that feized Lady Adelina ; and his: 
own terror and remorfe when he found her 
one morning gone from her Ibdgings, where 
the had left no dircftion : and from her 
proceeding it was evident fhe defigncd to 
conceal herfelf from his enquiries. 

" God knows," purfued he, " what is . 
" now become of her T^— perhaps, when 
•^ moft in need of tendernefs and attention^ 
*^ (he is thrown deftitute and friendlefe. 
among ftrangen, and' will perifh in in- 
digence and obfcurity. Unufed to en- 
'* counter the flrghteft hardfliips, her deli-. 
*• cate friame and ftitl more fenffble mind» 
*• will fink under thofe to which her fitua- 
tion will expofe her— perhaps I Ihall bc^ 
doubly a murderer !':* 
He flopped, from inability to proceed—*., 
Emmelrne, in tears, continued fiJent, 

Struggling to conquer his emotion and 
recover his voice^ Fitz-Edward at length 
continuedr— -^ 

« While.- 
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" While I was fuffering all the mifcry 
•• which my apprehenfion for her fate in- 
•* flifted, her ybunger brother, William 
*• Godolphin, returned from the Weft In- 
^ dies, where he has been three years 
•* ftationed. I was the firft perfon he vi- 
^ fited in town ; but I was not at my 
^ lodgings there. Before I leturned from 
'* Tylchurft, he bad informed himfelf of 
^ ail the circumftance* of Trelawny's em- 
*♦ barraflments, and his fitter's abfcnce, 
'^ He found letters from Lord We ft haven, 
** and from my brother. Lord Glancarryl ; 
" who knowing he would about that time 
♦* return to England, conjured him to aflift 
** in the attempt of difcovering Lady Ade- 
*• lina; of whofe motives for concealing 
** herfelffrom her family ihcy were entirely 
** ignorant, while it filled them with un- 
^ eafinefs and aftonilhmcnt. As foon as I 
^ went back to London, Godolphin, of 
•* whofe arrival I- was ignorant, came to 
^ mev He embraced me, and thanked . 
♦« me for my friendlhip and attention to 
*^ his unfortunate Adelina,r-I think if he 
* ' « had 
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<* bad held his fwCH-d tO wy heart it would 
" Ijave hurt nie kfs ! 

■ *•' He implored mc to help his fcarck 
<^ ^fter his loft filler, and again faid how 
*^ greatly he was obliged to me — while I, 
«« confcious how little I defervcd his gratU 
«< tude, felt like a coward and an alTalliny 
«^ atid (hrunk from the minly confidcDoe 
** of my friend. 

" Since our fir ft meeting, I have feen 
** him fev^eral times, and ever with new 
" anggifti. 1 have loved Godolphin from 
*« my earlieft remembrance j and have 
•* known him frdm a boy to have the bcft 
•* heart and the nobleft fpirit under hea- 
«^ vcn. liqually incapable of defcrving 
" or bearing dilhonour, Godolphin will 
•' beholvl me with contempt j which tho* 
** I defcrve, I cannot endure. He muft 
•* call me' to an account; and the hope 
** of perishing by his hand is the only one 
^^ I now cherifti. Yet unable to Ihock 
♦♦ him by divulging the fatal fecrct, I have 
'* hitherto concealed it, and my conceal- 
** mcnc he muft impute to motives bafej 

** infamous. 
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^* infamous, and pufillanimous. I can 
*' bear fuch refleftions no longer — I will 
*• go to town to-nnorrow, explain his fitter's 
** fituation to him^ and let him take the 
*• only reparation 1 can now make him." 

Emmeline, ihuddering at this refolution* 
could not conceal how greatly it aflfeAed 
her. 

'^ Generous and lovely Mife Mowbray ! 
*• pardon me for having thus moved your 
^ gentle nature ; and allow me, fince I fee 
you pity me, to requeft of you and Mrs. 
Scaffbrd a favour which will probably be 
the laft trouble the unhappy Fitz-Ed- 
•* ward will give you. 

** It may happen that Lady Adelina 
'* may hereafter be difcovered — tho* I 
** know not how to hope it. But if your 
** generous pity fliould intercft you in the 
" fate of that unhappy, forlorn young wo- 
'* man, your's and Mrs. Stafford's pro* 
*^ te(Slion might yet perhaps faveher; and' 
" fuch interpofition would be. worthy of 
*• hearts like yours. As the event of a 
•* mcetijig between me and Godolphin is 

^* uncertain. 
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^' uncertain, (hall I entreat yon, my lovely* 
" friend, to take charge of this paper.* 
*' It contains a wili, by which the. child- 
•' of Lady Adclina will be entitled to all- 
'* I.die poflefled of. It is enough, if the 
" unfortunate infant furvives, to place it 
aboive indigence. Lord Clancarryl will 
not difpute the difpofition of my for-p. 
'• tunfe; and tb your care, and that of 
^' Mrs. Stafford, I have left it in truft, and 
** I have entreated you to befriend the* 
'? pQor little one, who .will probably be an 
'^ orphatt'-^-but dcfolate and abandoned it 
will not be, if it's innocence and unhap- 
pinefs intcreft you to grant my requeft. 
'• Delamere will not objeft to your good- 
nefs being fo exerted ; and you will not 
teach it, generous, gentle as you are ! 
'* to hold in abhorrence the memory of 
*^ it's father. This is all I can now do. 

*^ Farewell ! deareft Mifs Mowbrav ! — 

« 

** Heaven give you happincfs, ma douce 
^^ atniel Farewell !" 

Thefe laft words, in which Fitz-Edward 
repeated the name by which he was accuf • 

tomed 
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tomed to addrefs Emmcline, quite over- 
came her. He was haftcning away, while, 
h?.rdly able to fpeak, (he yet made an ef- 
fort to flop him. The interview he was 
about to feek was what Lady Adelina (o 
greatly dreaded. Yet Emmeline dared 
not urge to him how fatal it would be to 
her; (he knew not what to fay, leaft fhc' 
fliould difcover the fecret with which flic 
was entrufted 5 but in breathlcfs agitation 
caught his hand as he turned to leave her^ 
crying — 

" Hear me, Firz-Edward ! One mo- 
*^ ment hear me ! Do not go to meet Cap* 
*^ tain Godolphin. I conjure, I implore 
^* you do not !'* 

She found it impoflible to proceed. 
Her eyes were ftill eagerly fixed on his 
face ; (he ftill held his hand ; while he, 
fuppofing her extreme emotion arofe from 
the companionate tehdernefs of her nature, 
found the fteadinefs of his defpair fofteued 
by the foothing voice of pity, and. throw- 
ing himfelf qn his knees, he laid his head 

on 
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on one of the chairs, and wept like a wo- 
man. 

Emmeline, who now hoped to pcrfuadc 
him not to execute the rcfolotion he had 
formed, faid— ** I will take the paper you 
** have given nje, f itz-Edward, and will 
*• moft religioUfty fulfil all your requeft in 
•* it to ;ibe utmoft extent of my power. 
'^ But in return for my giving ygu this 
*' promife, I muft infift' ^ 

At this moment James Crofts flood be- 
fore them. 

. Enimeline, (hocked and amazed at his 
appearance, roufed Fitz-Edward by a fud- 
den exclamation. 

He darted up, >and fiaid fiercely to 
Crofts — '' Well, Sir.!— have you any 
*' commands here ?*** 

** Commands, Sir,'* anTwered Crofts, 
fumewhat alarmed by the tone in which 
this queftion was put-—*' I have no com** 
*^ mands to be fure Sir — bur, but, I came 
" Sir, juft to enquire after Mifs Mow- 
** bray. ; } did not mean to intrude.'' 

*' Then 
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•' Then, Sir,** returned the Colonel, I 
*' beg you will lea^e us." 

" Oh! certainly. Sir," cried Crofts, 
trying to regain his cour.ige and alTumc an 
air of raillery — ^' certainly — I would not 
«* for the world interrupt you. My bufi- 
•* neft indeed is not at all material — only a 
" compliment to Mifs Mowbray— your^s,'* 
added he fneeringly^ % is, I fee, of more 
*^ confequcncc/i, ,. a^^ 

^* Look ye, Mr*;Crafts," (harply an- 
fwered Fit z-Ed ward— ** You are to make 
" no impertinent cominents, Mifs Mow- 
" bray is miftrefs of her af\i )ns. She is 
•♦ in my particular protcftion on behalf 
•* of my friend Delamere, and 1 (hill coh'* 
** fidcr the flighted failure of rcfpedt to 
•* her as an infult to me. Sir, if you have 
'^ nothing more to fay, you will be fo 
*' good as to leave us." 

There was fomething fo hoftile in the 
manner in which Fitz Edward delivered 
this fpecch, that James Crofis, more ac 
home in the cabinet ihan the field, thoug'it 
he might as well avoid another injunftion 

to 
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to depart -, and quietly fubmit to the prc^ 
fent, rather than, provoke, farther rcfent- 
ment from the formidable foldier. He 
therefore, looking mod cadaveroufly, 
made one of his jerking bows, and faid, 
with fomething he intended for a fmilc — 
" Well, well, good folks. Til leave you 
" to your teti a tetCy and haften back" to 
** my engagement. Every body regrets 
" Mifs Mowbray's abfence from the ball ; 
*« and the partner that was provided for 
'« her is ready to hang himfelf." 

An impatient look, darted from Fitz- 
Edward, (lopped further effufion of imper- 
tinence, and he only added — ** Servant ! 
^* fervant!" and walked away. 

Fitz-Edward, then turning towards Em- 
meline, faw her pale and faint. 

" Why, my dear Mifs Mowbray, do 
«* you fuffer this man's folly to affeft you ? 
'^ Your looks really terrify me !" 

" Oh! he was fent on purpofe," cried 
Emmeline. — *' Mrs, Alhwood has lately 
*^ often hinted to me, that whatever are 
^' my engagements to Delamere I was 
** much more partial to you. She has 

*• watched 
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** watched me ^or fomc time ; and now, 
•* on my refufing to accompany them to 
*' the ball, concluded I had an appoint- 
" xnent, and fent Crofts back to fee." 

*' If I thought fo," fternly anfwered 
Fitz-Edward, " I would inftantly overtake 
*' him, and I believe I could oblige him 
*' to fecrcfy/' 

^* No, for heaven's fake don'c!" faid 
EmmcUne — " for heaven's fake do not 
** thipk of it ! I care not what they conjec- 
♦' ture — leave them to their malice — Crofts 
'' is not worth your anger. But Fiiz-Ed- 
*' ward, let us return to what we were 
*' talking of. Will you promife me to 
** delay going to London — to delay feeing 
** Mr. Godolphin until — in Ihort, will you 
*' give me your honour to remain at Tyle- 
^* hurft a week, without taking any mea- 
^' fures to inform Godolphin of what you 
." have told me. I will, at the end of 
"that, time, either releafe you from your 
'* promife, or give you unanfwerablc rea- 
" fons why you ihould relinquifli the de- 
*• flgn of meeting him at all.*' 

Fitz- 
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Fifz-Edward, however amazed at the 
earneftnefs. fhc expr^fled to obtain this 
promife, gave it. He had no fufpicion of 
Emmelinc's having any knowledge of Ld- 
dy Adelina.; and accounted for the deep 
intereft fhc /cemed to take in preventing 
an interview, by recollefting the univerfal 
tendcrnefs and humanity of her charafter. 
He aflured her he would not leave Tylc- 
hurft 'till the expiration of the tiriie fhc 
had named. He conjured her not to fuf- 
fcr.any impertinence from Crofts on the 
fubjcft of their being feen together, but to 
awe him into filcnce by refentment. Eni- 
meline now dtfired him to leave her. But 
file ftill fecmed under i'uch ao hurry of fpi- 
lies, that he infifted on being allowed to 
attend her to the door of the houfe, where, 
renewing his thanks for ihe compaffionatc 
attention fhe had afforded him, and en- 
treating her to compofc hcrfelf, he left her. 

Emmeline intending to go to her own 
rooin, went firft into the drawing-room to 
depofit her mufic book. She had hardly 
done fo, when fhe heard a man's flep, and 

turning, 
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turning, beheld Crofts open the door^ 
which he immediately (hut after him. 

^' I thought. Sir," faid Emmelinc, 
^^ you had been gone back to your com- 
« pany." 

^' No, not yet, my fuir lEmmeline.- I 
^* wanted firftto beg your pardon for hav- 
^* hig difturbcd fo fnug a party. Ah ! fly 
*^ little prude— who would think that yon, 
^^ who always feem fo cold and fo cruel, 
** made an excufe only to ftay at home to 
-«* meet Fitz- Edward ? But it is not fair, 
^* little dear, that all your kindnefs fliould 
*** be for him, while you will fcarce give 
^^ any other body a civil look. Now I 
•** Imvc tnet with you I fwear Til have a 
^« kifstoo." 

Emmeline, terrified to death at his ap- 
proaching her with this fpeech, flew to the 
bell, which ftierang with fo much violence 
that the rope Jjroke from the crank. 

•^ Now," cried Crofts, " if nobody 
*• hears, you are more than ever in my 
** power." 

'*^ Heaven forbid !" ftirieked Emmelinc, 

Vol. IIL D in 
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in an agdny of fear. " Let me go, Mr, 
•^ Crofts, this moment/' 

. She would have ruftied towards the door 
but he ftood with his arms extended befotc 
it. i 

♦* You did not mn thus-^you did not 
*^ fcitam thus, wl^n Fitz-Edward, the 
•* fortunate Fit^fc-Edward, was on his knees 
** before you. Then, you could we^p 
" and figh tbd, and look fo fweetly on 
•' him. But coine-^you fee I know fo 
" much that it will be your intefeft, little 
** dear, to make me your friend.'* 

*^ Rather let me apply to fiends and 
** furies for friendfhip ! hateful, detcftabte 
*' wretch ! by what right do you infult and 
^* detain me?" 

^' Oh! thefe theatricals are really very 
^^ fublime,'* cried he, feizing both her 
'hands, which he violently grafped. 

She ftirieked aloud, and fruiilefsly ftrug- 
gled to break from him, when the fbotfteps 
of fomebody near the door obliged him to 
let her go. She darted inftantly away, and 
in the hall met one of the maids> 

^' Lord^ 
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^ Lord, Mifs/* cried the fervant, «^ did 
"** you ring ? I've been all over the houfc 
♦^ to fee what bell it was." 

Emtneline, without anfwering, flew to 
her own room. The maid followed her : 
but dcfirous of being left alone, (he aflured 
the girl that nothing was the matter; that 
Ihe was merely tired by a long walk ; and 
defiring a glafs of water, tried to compofc 
and recoUeft herlelf ; while Crofts unob- 
fcrved returned to the houfe where thtjete 
was given rime enough to drefs and danci 
with Mrs. Afliwood. 

It was at her dcfire, that immediately 
after dinner Crofts had left the company 
under pretence of executing a commiflioa 
with which Ihe eafily fiirniftied him; but 
his real orders were to difcoverthe motives 
of Emmeline's refufal to be of the party. 
This he executed beyond his cxpedtatiom 
It was no longer to be doubted that very 
good intelligence fubfifted between Emmc- 
line and Fitz-Edward, fince he had beea 
found on his knees before her ; while (he, 
earneftly yet kindly fpeaking, hung over 

D % ^him 
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him with tears in her eyes^ Knowing that 
Emmelinewas abfolutely engaged to Dela- 
mere, he wasperfuaded that Fitz-Edward 
was mafter of her heart ; and that the tears 
and emotion to which he had been witnefs, 
were occafioned by the impoffibiUty of her 
giving him her hand. He knew Fitz-Ed- 
ward's charafter too well to fuppofe he 
could be infenfible of the lady's kindnefs ; 
and pofieffing himfelf a mind grofs and 
depraved, he did not hefitate to beUeve all 
the ill his own bafe and illiberal fpirit fiig- 
geftcd. 

Tho,' intereftcd hypocrite as he was, he 
made every other paflion fubfervient to the 
gratification of his avarice, Crofts had not 
coldly beheld the youth and beauty of Emr 
meline; he had, however, carefully for- 
borne to Ihew that he admired her, and 
would probably never have betrayed what 
muft ruin him for ever with Mrs. Afhwood, 
had not the conviftion of her partiahty to 
Fitz-Edward infpired him with the infa- 
Uious hope of frightening her into fome 
Jkindiief3 for himfelf, by threatening to 

betray 
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betray her ftolen interview with her fup- 
pofcd[lover. 

The fcorn and horror with which Em- 
meline repulfed him ferved only to mortify 
his felf love, and provoke his hatred to- 
wards her and the man whom he believed 
(he favoured ; and with the inveterate and 
cowardly malignity of which his heart was 
particularly fufceptible, he determined to 
do all in his power to ruin them both. 



Di GHAF- 
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CHAPTER III. 



SUCH WAS the horror and deteftati(m 
which ErtimeHne felt for Crofts^ chac 
ifiie could not beAr the thoughts of fee- 
ing him again. But as (he feared Mrs* 
Stafford might refent his behaviour^ and by 
that means embroil herfclf with the vain 
and infolcnt Mrs. Afhwood, with whom fhe 
knew Stafford was obliged to keep on a fair 
footing, (he determined to fay as little 
as (he could of his impertinence to Mrs. 
Stafford, but to withdraw from the houfe 
without again expofing herfclf to meet him. 
As foon as (he faw her the next morning, 
fte rdat'ed all that had pafTed between 
Fitz-Edward and herfelf •, and after a long 
confultation they agreed that to prevent his 
feeing Godolphin was abfolutely necefTaryj 
and that no other means of doing fo offered, 
but Mrs. Stafford's relating to him the real 
circumltances and fituation of Lady Ade« 

liaa^ 
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kna, as foon as £he flK>ul,d be removed 
from her preicnt abgde and precautions 
taken to preyenc his diCcaverlng her* 
This^ Mrs. StalFord undertook to do imme* 
^lately after t^eir departure. It was to take 
place on the next day^ and Emmelinet 
with the concurrence of her friend, deter* 
Kilned that (be would take no leave of the 
pyrty at Woo4fie]d : for tho' the appear- 
i^acc of myftery was extremely difagreeable 
and diftr^lBng to l^mmt^Unej ihe knew that 
notice oif her intentions would excite en« 
Quirics and awaken curiafuy very diffi- 
«uU tc! (atisfys ?nd t^^t it was extremely 
prpfaffr^lfB JsMXies Crafts might be employe^ 
to W4t9h h^r, and by that meani render 
furtive all her endeavours to preferve the 
Wi^h^PPy L»dy Adclina. 

|l(sl}(ing therefore on the generofity and! 
XRm^f^f^ of her intentions, ihe chofe ra- 
ther to leave her own aftions open to cen- 
fure whifh they did not deferve, than to 
v\Q^ ^ iny^ftigation which might be fatal 
ti$> f}t^ in|f r^fl: pf hjgr pqor friend • She took 
QPtbing with ^gr, l^rs. ScaSbr^ under* 
■ , D 4 taking 



taking every ncecfl&ry arrangement about 
her cloaths— and having at night taken a 
tender leave of this beloved and valuable 
Woman, apd promifedto write to her coi> 
ftantly and to return as foon as the deftinjr 
cf Lady Adelina ihould be decided^ they 
parted. 

And Emmellne, arifing before the dawrt 
of the following morning, fet out abne to 
Woodbury Foreft^^^a precaution abfolutely 
neceffary, to evade the inquifitive watchful- 
ncfs of James Crofts. She dole foftly down 
flairs, before even the fer van ts wereftirring, 
and opening the door cautioufiy, fek fom6 
degree of terror at being obliged to under- 
take fo long a walk alone at fuch an hour, 
fiut innocence gave her courage^ and 
friendly zeal lent her ftrength. As (he 
ti^alked on, her fears fublided. She faw 
the fun arife above the horizon, and her ap- 
prehenfionswcreatanend. 

As no carriage could approach within 
three quarters of a naile of the houfe where 
i,ady Adelina was concealed, they were 
obliged tQ walk tp. the road, where Mrs* 

Stafford 
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Stafibrd had direfled a poft cbaife to wait . 
£3r them, which (he had hired at a diftant 
town^ where it was ^ unlikely any enqiuiryi 
would be made. 

Long difufe^ as Ihe had hardly ever- 
Wtthe cottage from the moment of her 
entering it, and the extreme wcaknefs to* 
which Ihe was reduced, made^ Emmelinq 
greatly fear that Lady Adelina would nQver • 
be able tO: reach the pl^ce. With her 
affiftance,^and that of her Lady(hip*s woman, 
flowly and fainily (he walked thither*, and . 
Bmmeltne faw her happily placed in the^ 
chaife. Every .thing had. been befpre fet* 
tkd- as to the conveyance of the fervanc 
and baggage, and to engage the fecrefy of 
the woman with whom ihe h^d dwelt, by 
making.^her filence fufficiently advatxtage^ 
ous; and as they hoped that no traces w^rq 
left by which they might ;be followed, the 
Ipirits of the. fair travellers feemcd fomc-! 
what to improve as they procccdetl oatheic - 
journey. Enfirneline feit her heart elated * 
with the confcioufnefs of doing good ; and 
iJQQfP. the tender aflfedion .and ^fliftance of 
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feich it' jfriend, ^hich could be cohfider^ 
ohly as the benevolence of heaven itfel^ 
Lady Adtiifia drew a favourable omen^ and 
dared entertain a faint hope that her peni^ 
tenc6 had been accepted. 

They arrived withoiit any aceident at 
Bath, the fdlfowing day^ and Emmeline, 
leaving Lady A<^lina at the inn, went outr 
immediately to fecwre lodgings ifl a i«etired 
part of the to<vn* As foofl a« it was dark^ 
Lady Adelina removed thither in a chair ^, 
and was announced by Emmeline to be the 
Wife of a Swifs officer, to be hcrfelf of Swit- 
zerland, and to bear the naaie of Mrs. St. 
Laiire**- while fhe herfelf, as Ihe was viery 
little known, continued to pafs by her own 
name in the few tranfadtiojas which in their 
very private w^y of living required her 
name to be repeated • 

When Mrs. Afliwood found that Emme- 
line had left Woodfietd clandeftinely and 
alone, and that Mrs. StafFordevaded giving 
any account whither (he was gone, by fay- 
ing coldly that (be was gone to vifitta friend 
in Surry whom (be formerly knew in Wales, 

all 
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^1 the fufpicions (he had herfelf harboured, 
aivd Mifs Galton encouraged, feemed con- 
firmed. James Crofcs had related, not 
without exaggerations, what be had been 
witnefs to in the copfe; and it was no 
l^ger doubted but that (he was gone with 
Fitz-Edward, which at once accounted for 
her departure and the fudden and myftc- 
rious manner in which it was accomplifhed. 
James Crofts had fufpicions that his beba« 
viour had hadrncd it ; but he failed not to 
confirm Mrs. A(hwood in her prepofleflion 
that her entanglement with Fitz-Edward 
was now at a period when it could be no 
longer concealed — intelligence which was 
to be conveyed to Delamere. 

The elder Crofts, who had been fome 
time with Lady Montreville and her 
daughter, had named Delamere from time 
to time in his letters to his brother. The 
lail, mentioned that he was now with his 
mother and fitter, who were at Nice, and 
who purpofed returning to England in 
about three months. Crofts reprefcrnted 
I>ela(nere as ft ill devoted to Emmtline; 

D 6 and 



and as exifting only in the hope of being 
no bnger oppofed in his intention^ of mar- 
rying her in March, when^ the year which 
he had promifed his father to waiticxpired $ 
but that Lady. MontreviUe^. as^ time wore 
away, grew more averfe to the match, and 
more defirous of feme event which mighti 
break it off. Crofts gave his brotbera, very^ 
favourable account; of his progrefs , withe 
Mifs Delaaiere^.and hinted that if he could 
be fortunate, enough to put an end to De- 
lamere*S; intended connexion, it would fa 
greatly conciliate the favourof Lady Mon-$ 
treviHe, .that he- dared hope (he would no 
longer oppofchis union wiih her daughters 
ai}d when once they. were married, and tho 
pfscjudiocs of the mother- to aa inferior al- 
liance. conquered,..he had very little doubl 
of Lord MontreviltcV forgi\tencfs,. and of 
foon regaining hia countenance. and friend* 
Ihip.. 

This account frbm-^ his bh)thfer - added 
another motive to thofe which already^ in** 
fllienced the malignant and illiberal mind 
of James Crofts.to injure .the lovely orphan^ 

and 
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and he determined to give atl his afliftance 
to Mrs. Alhwood in the cruel projeft of 
depriving her at once of her charaftcr and 
her lover. In a confultation which he held 
on this fubjeft with his promifed bride and 
Mifs Galton, the ladies agreed that it. was 
perfcdtly (hocking that fuch a fine young 
man as Mr. Delamcre (hould be attached 
to a woman (a Ik^le fenfifele of/ his value as , 
Emmeline; that it had long been evident, 
fliewastohim indifferent^ and it was now 
too clear that (he was partial to another ; , 
and that therefore it would be a meritorious 
adion to acquaint him of her mtimacy with 
Fitz- Edward ; and it could not be doubted 
but his knowledge of it would, high* fpirited 
as he was, cure him cffeftually of his ilU 
placed palSon, and reftore the- tranquillity 
of his refpeftable family. Hiding thus the 
inveterate envy and malice of their hearts 
under this hypocritical pretence, they next 
confidered how to give the information 
which was fo meritorious. Anonymous 
letters were expedients to which Mife 
XSalton h^d before had recourfe^ and to an 

anonymous 
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U^it the fecr^ pf J£n;^meline's iofi^clity-r* 
while James Cf^fts, in hi^ letter^ to his bfQi- 
tbcr, yf^s to eorrobprftt? ?he intelligfiapp ijt 
contained, by relating a« mrre matter of 
news what had aftually pnd .evid/entjy hap-, 
pened^ Emmjclinc^s fudden departure from 
Woodficld. 

Ddafn^<r, 'iwhen he f^w his mother out 
of danger «l: Barege, had returned to the 
neighbourhood of P^ris, wherie h^ had lin* 
gered fomc.tinie, in hopes that EEnmcline 
would accede, to his reqyefl: of being.al- 
lowed to crofstheich^Dnel for a few days i 
but heranfwer^ in ^i^ich the ftrongly urged 
thchazard he wouW inicur of giving his f^^ 
ther a pretence to withdraw i&?j,pronfiifr, by 
violating hi« own, had obliged him^ tho^ 
with ingnite rejuftance, to give ijp the 
fcbeme 5 and being quite indifferent wheri^ 
be was, if he was ftill at a diftanqc from 
her,: he had yielded to the foltcitations of 
Lady Montrevjlle, and njcined hfr aj: 
Nice. There, he now remained -, while 
every thing in England feemed to centric 

bute 
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bitte to afljft the defigns of thofe who wifhed 
todilengage him from bis paflion fwEmj 

melint. 

The day after Emmelincf^s departure 
with Lady Adelina, Fitz-Edward went 
M Woodfield 1 and hearing that Mifs Mow« 
bray had fuddenly left it, was thrown ifico 
the utmofl: aftonifliment — — aftonifliment 
which M». Aihwood and MifsGalcon ob- 
ferved to each other was the fineft piece of 
addng they had ever feen. 

The whole party were together when hi 
was introduced-^a circumftance Mrs. Staf* 
ford would willingly have avoided, as it 
was abfblutely neccffary for her to fpcak to 
him alone J ahd determined to do fo, what- 
ever conftruftion the malignity of hef 
fi(ler-in-law might put upon it, flie faid— 

** I have long promifed you, Colonel, a 
" fight of the two pieces of drawing which 
^* Mrfs Mowbray and I have finifherf as 
" cdmpanions. They are now framed j 
" and if you will come with me mto my 

dreffir.g-room you ftiall ite them.** 

As tke reft of the company had fre- 
quently 



ct 



quently feen thefe drawings, there wasiia. 
pretetice for theirtfoUowing Mrs.. Stafford ^^ 
vihOj accompanied by the Colonel^ went t^ 
her dreffing room. . 

A conference thus evidently fought by 
Mrs. Seaflford, excited the. eager and .pain<i 
fwlcuriofny of 'the party in .the parloun 

'^ Now would I give the world*.* cried: 
Mrs. Alhwood^ '< to know,what)is going 

" Is ic not pofEble to liften ?'^ enquired • 
Ci-oftSf. equal ta any meannefs that might c 
gratify the miil^voknce. of another or his. 
owa-. 

'^ Yes," replied Mrs. Afli wood, /* if one 
M could get into the clpfct next the dreffingi 
" room without being perceived, whicb 
•'. can only be. done l^ paffing thro' the 
** nuxfcry, If jadeed^thc nurfcry maids and , 
«^ children, are out, it is eafy enough." 

" They are out, marn^, I.afl\ire,you,'* 
cried Mifs .AQiwQod,y for IJaw them rpy- 
*' fclf go- acrofs the lawn.fince Tve been at . 
*' breakfaft. Do, pray let us go and liften-^ 
'J* i long of all things to. know^^what^^ny 

*^ aunt. 
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^* aunt Stafford can have to fay to that fly* 
" looking Colonel." 

*' No, no, child," faid her mother, '* I 
** fliall not fend you, indeed — but Crofts, 
*' do you think we fliould be able to make 
«« it out ?'• 

«' Egad," anfwered he, « Til try— for 
** depend upon it the mifchief will out. 
*• It will be rare, to have fuch a pretty talc 
•• to tell Mr. Delamcre of his demure* 
'* looking little dear— 1*11 venture.** 
• Mrs. Afhwood then Ihewing him the 
way, he went on tip toe up ftairs,.and con* 
cealing himielf in a light clofet which was 
divided from the drefling room only by 
lath and plaifter, he lent an attentive ear to 
the dialogue that was palling* 

It happened, however, that the window 
near which Mrs. Stafford and Fitz-Ed ward 
were fitting was exadly oppofite to that 
fide of the room to which Crofts' hiding- 
place communicated ; and tho' the room was 
not large, yet the diftance, the partition^ 
and the low voice in which both parties 
ipoke^ made It impofflble for him to diilin- 

guiih 
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$rmfk more than broken featenccs. Front 
Mrs. Stafford he heard i - iu i ^ ^^ CaulU noc 
•* longep be concea.led^-^in all prphajDiKty 
^ may now remain wnknoww-^the child^ 
*« I will myfclf attend to. From Fit2H 
£dward» he could only catch indlfbinik 
Ibunds.) his vbice appearing to bebftia 
his ^morion, l&uc he ieemed co be thinking 
Mrs. Sct^pd, and laihcntjng kn own un^ 
happinefs. His lafl fpeech» in which his 
powers of uCfiCfance -were returnjpd, was—* 
•♦Nothing can ^vor crafe the imprcfflon 
^ of yo;ur angelic goodfiefs^ boft and lov^ 
♦* lieft of friends !.p^oh, contiaue ir^i I la§-^ 
*' feech you, to thofc for .whom only I nm 
•* folicitous, and forgive all the trouble X 
•* have given you !*' 

He then hurried aw&y<. , Mrs. 3tafFiPi'd, 
after romaining alone a moment ir if ta 
compofe herfi^lf, went back to t^e parlpufi 
and Crofts^ who thought he; had hetgrd 
enough, tho' he wifllcd to have heard aH| 
jElunk from his, cloiet aad waljked into tho 
garden j where being foon afterwards joined 
by Mrs. Aibwocd and ^ilifs GaJtoa, he> by 

relating 
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relating the broken and disjointed difcourfe 
he had been witnefs to, left not a doubt 
remaining of the caufe of Enimcline*s pre- 
cipitate retreat from Woodficld. 

And perhaps minds more candid than 
€heir's--*-miDds untainted with the odious 
and hateful envy which ulcerated thiir's, 
might, from the circumftances that attended 
her going and Fitz-Edward's behaviour^ 
have conceived difadvantageo s ideas of 
her condud. But fuch w;.s the unearinwfs 
with which Mrs. Alhwood ever beheld fur 
perior merit, and fuch the univerfal d'jlighi 
which Mifs Galton took in defamation, that 
had none of thofe circumftances exiftedi 
they would with equal malignity hav^ 
ftudied to ruin the reputation of Emme- 
line ; and probably with equal fuccefe — for 
againft fuch attacks, innocence, however it 
may confole it's pofieflbr, is too frequently 
a fteble and inadequate defence ! 

While the confederates, exulting in the 
certainty of Emmeline's ruin, were noanu* 
fa6turing the letter which'.Was to alarm the 
jealoar and irafeible fpirit of Delamere> 

FitZ'* 
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Fitz-Edward, (from whom Mrs. Stafibrd, 
before (he would tell him any thing, had 
extorted a promife that he would enquire 
no farther than what (he chofe to relate to 
him,) was relieved from infupportable an- 
gui(h by hearing that Lady Adetina was 
in fafe hands ; but he lamented in bitternefs 
of foul the defpondency and afHiftion to 
which Mrs. Stafford had told him (he entire- 
ly refigned herfelf. He knew not that Em* 
meline was with her, whatever he might 
fufpe£t ; and Mrs. Stafford had protefled 
to him, that if he made any attempt to difco* 
ver the refidence of Lady Adelina, or per- 
fifted in meeting her brother, (he would im- 
mediately relinqui(h all concern in the afFair, 
and no longer intereft herfelf in what his 
raffanefs would inevitably render defperate. 
He folemnly aflTured her he would take 
no meafures without her knowledge ; and 
remained at Tylehur(V> fecluded frpm 
every body, and waiting in fearful and 
anxious folicitude to hear of Lady Adelina ^ 
by Mrs. Stafford. 
Pclapicre, (ftill at Nice with his mother^) 
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who with different fources of uneafinefs 
thought the days and weeks infupportably 
long in which he lived only in the hope of 
feeing Emmeiine at the end of (ix months, 
was roufcd from his involuntary refignation 
by the foUov. ing letter, written in a hand 
perfedtly unknown to hinii 

« Sir, 

" A friend to your worthy and noble 
^* family writes this ; which is meant to 
** ferve you, and to undeceive you in re- 
** gard to Mifs Mowbray — who, without 
** any gratitude for the high honour you 
*• intend her, is certainly too partial to 
** another ,perfon. 3hc is now gone from 
^^ Woodfield to efcape obfervation j and 
** none but Mrs. Stafford is let into the 
** fecrct of where (he is. Tou will judge 
" what end it is to anfwcr; but certainly 
•' none that bodes you good. One would 
** have fuppofed that the ColonePs being 
*^ very often her attendant at Woodfield 
** might have made her ftay there agree- 
"*^ able enough .J but perhaps (for I do not 

fc aver 
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'* ^ver it) the young lady has fome parti- 
cular reafons for wifliing to have private 
lodgings. No doubt the Colonel is a 
** man of gallantry ; but his friendfhip to 
** you is rather more queftionable. The 
*' writer of this having :wory little know«- 
^' ledge of the -parties, can have no other 
*' motive than the love of juftice, and bc- 
" ing forry to fee deceit and falfehood 
^* pradifed on a younggendeman who de- 
^« fcrvcs better, and who has a rcfpedful 
** tho' unknown friend in 

lAndon^ July 22, 17—; 

This infamous fcroll had no fooner been 
perufed by Delamere, than fury flaflied 
from his eyes, and anguifli feized his 
heart. But the moment the fuddennefs of 
his paffion gave way to reflcftion, the tu- 
mult of his mind fubfided, and he thought 
it muft be an artifice of his mother's to fe* 
parate him from Emmeline. The longer 
he confidered her inveterate antipathy to his 
marriage, the more he was convinced that 

this 
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this artifice, unworthy as it was, (lie was 
capable of conceiving, and, by means of 
tbe. Crofts, executing, if (he hoped by it 
to put an eternal conclufion to his affedion. 
Kc at length fo entirely adopted this idea, 
that determining " to be revenged and 
«* love her better for it," and to fettle the 

m 

matter vffry peremptorily with the Crofts, 
if they had been found to interfere, he 
obtained a tolerable commatid over his 
tamper 'and his features, and joined Lady 
Montreville and Mifs Delamere, whom he 
found reading letters which they alfo had 
received from England. His mother afked 
(lightly after his; and, in a few moments, 
.Mr. Crofts arrived, afking, with his ufual 
afliduity after the health of Lord Mon- 
treville and that of fuch friends as ufually 
•wrote to her Lady(hip? She anfwered his 
ie«<][uiries— ^and then defired to hear what 
news Sir Richard or his other correfpon- 
dcnts had' fent him > 

*^ My father's letters," faid he, " con- 
** tain little more than an, order to purchafc 
^* fome particular fort of wine which he 



" is 
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*• is very circumftantial, as ufual, in telling 
•^ me how to forward fafely. He adds» 
*^ indeed, that he can allow my abfence no 
" longer than until the 20th of September.** 
—He fighed, and looked ^tenderly at Mifs 
Dclamere. 

" I have no other letters,** continued 
he, " but one from James/' 

** And does he tell you no news," alked 
Lady Montrevillc ? 

** Nothing/' anfwered Crofts, carelefsly, 
** but goffip, which I believe would not 
** entertain your Ladylhip." 

** Oh, why ftiould you fkncy that,'' re- 
turned (he—" you know I love to hear 
** news, tho' about people I never faw or 
** ever wifh to fee/' 

*^ James has been at Mr. Stafford's at 
*' Woodfield," faid he, *^ where your 
** Lady(hip has certainly no acquaint* 
" ance." 

" At Woodfield, Sir?" cried I^a- 
mere, unable to cxprefs his anxiety— 
** at Woodfield!— And what <loes lie 
'' fay of Woodfield?" 

" I don't 
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" I don't recoUcft any thing very par- 
*' licnlar," anfwcred Crofts, carclefsly— 
" I believe I put the letter into my pocket.'* 
'He took it out. 

" Read it to us Crofts-'— faid Mifs Dc- 
lamere. 



- ^^ I have lately pafled a very agrcc- 
^* able month at Woodfield. We were a 
'* large party in the houfe. Among other 
*^ pleafant circumftances, during my flay 
** there, was a ball and fete chamfitre^ 
*^ given by Mr. Conway on his fon*s com- 
** ing of age. It was elegant, and well 
^' condufted beyond any entertainment of 
** the fort I ever faw. There were forty 
*^ couple, and a great number of very 
** pretty women ; but it was agreed on all 
** hands that Mifs Mowbray would have 
*^ eclipfed them all, who unluckily de- 
** clmed going. She left Woodfield a day 
•^ or two afterwards/' 

Delamere's countenance changed-— 
Crofts, as if looking for fome other news 

Vol. IIL E in 



in hi^ letter, hefitated, then fmiled, and 
went op. — 

*^ The goffip Fame has made a match 
" for me with Mrs. Afliwood. I wilh ihe 
*< may be right. In fomc other of her 
«* ftories I really think her wrong, fo I will 
*^ not be the means of their circulation." 

<' The reft," f^ii^ Crofts, putting up the 
kttep, *^ is o;jly about my father's new 
*♦ puTchafe« jjnd Qther family affairs.'' 

Delamere, who, in fpite of his fufptcipns 
of Croft's treachery, could not hear this 
corroboration of his anonymows letter with- 
out a renewal of all hi& fears, left the room 
in doubt, fufpencc and wretchcdnefiu 

The feeds of jealoufy and miftruft thus 
Ikilfully fowja* could hardly fail of taking 
root in an heart Q> full of fenfibtlity, and a* 
temper fa irritable as his. i^gain he read 
over his anonymous letter^ and compared 
it with the intelligence which fecmed acci- 
dentally communicated by Crofts; and with 
a fearful kind of enquiry compared the 
date and circumftances. He dared hardly. 

truft 
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truft his mind with the import of this 
inveftigation -, and found nothing on which 
to reft his hope, but that it might be a 
concerted plan between hb mother and 
Crofts. 

His heart alternatctf fwefirmg between 
the indignation fuch a fuppofition created 
and ftirinking with horror from the idea of 
perfidy on the part of Emmeline, kept him 
ifl fuch a ft ate of mind that he could 
hardly be faid to pofTefs hb reafon. But 
when he remembered how often his extreme 
▼iracity had betrayed him into error, and 
hazarded his lofing for ever all he held 
valuable on earth, he tried to fubdue the 
acutenefs of his feelings, and to fupport ac 
leaft without betraying it, the anguifli 
which oppreffcd him, till the next pacqojet 
from England, when it was poffible a letter 
from Emmeline herfclf might diflipate his 
doubts. Rcfolutely however refolving to 
call Crofts to a ferious account, if he found 
him acceftary to a calumny fo dark and 
diabolical. 

When the next poft from England ar^ 

E z rived, 
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rived, he faw, among jhe letters which 
were delivered to him, one directed by the 
hand of Ernmeline. He flew to his own 
room, and with trembling hands broke the 
feal 

It was (hort, and he fancied unufually 
cold. Towards it's clofe, fhe mentioned 
that (ht was going to Bath for a few weeks 
with a friend, and as fhe did not know 
where fhe fhould lodge, thought he had 
better not write till fhe was again fixed at 
Woodfield. 

That fhe fhould go to Bath in July, with 
a n^melefs friend, and quit fo abruptly her 
beloved Mrs. Stafford— that fhe fhould 
apparently wifb to evade his letters, and 
make her aftual refidence a fecret — were a 
cloud of circumflances calculated to per- 
fuade him that fome myftery involved her 
condud; a myftery which the fatal letter 
ferved too evidently to explain. 

As if fire had been laid to the train of 
combuftibles which had, fince the receipt 
of it, been accumulating in the bofom of 
DeJamere, his furious and uncontroulable 

fpirit 
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fpirit now burft forth. A temporary delU 
rium feized him ; he ftamped round the 
room, and ran to his piftols, which fortu- 
nately were nor charged. The noife he 
made brought Milkdcur into the room, 
whom he inftantly caught by the collar, 
and fhaking him violently, cried-— 

" Scoundrel ! — why are not thefc piftols 
" loaded ?•' 

" Eb! eb! Monfteurr exclaimed Mille- 
" flcur, almoft ftr angled, *• que voudriez 
^* vous ?—vos pftolets I — Men Lieu I que 
^* voudriez vous avcc vos pijlolets ?'* 

** Shoot you perhaps, you blockhead !'* 
raved Delamere, pufhing furioufly from 
him the trembling valet— then fnatching 
up the piftols, he half kicked, half pulhed- 
him out of the room, and throwing them 
after him, ordered him to clean and .load 
them ; after which he locked the door, 
and threw himfelf upon the bed-. 

The refolution he had made in his cooler 
moments, never again to yield to fuch 
impetuous tranfports of paffion, was now^ 
forgotten. He could not conquer, he^ 

E 3 could 



could not even mitigate the tumultuous 
anguifli which had feized him ; but feemed 
father to call to his remembrance all that 
might juftify it's exccfs. 

He remembered how pofitiveljr Emmc- 
line had forbidden his returning to Eng- 
land, tho' all he aflced was to be allowed to 
fee her for a few hours. He recoUeded her 
long and invincible coldncfs; her refolute 
adherence to the promife (he need not 
have given i and forgetting all the fymp- 
tpms which he had before fondly believed 
he had difcovered of her returning his 
affcdlion, he exaggerated every circum- 
fiance that indicated indifference, and 
magnified them into Hgns of abfolute aver« 
fion. 

Tho* he could not forget that Fitz Ed- 
ward had affided him in carrying Emme«- 
line away^ and had on all occaJQons pro- 
moted his intereft with her, that recollec- 
tion did not at all weakenthe probability of 
his prefent attachment ; for fuch was Dcla- 
fnere*s opinion of Fitz-Edward's princi- 
ples^ that he believed he was capable of 

the 
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the moil difhonourable views on the mif- 
tnefs, or even on the wife of his friend. 
He tortured his imagination almoft to mad- 
titky by remembering numberlefs litde in- 
x^idents, which, tho* almoft unattended 
to at the time, now fetmed to bring the 
cruelleft convidlion of their intelligence-^ 
particularly that on the night he had taken 
Emmeline from Claphatti^ Fitz-Edward 
was fouhd there \ tho* neither his father or 
himfelf^ who had repeatedly fent to his 
lodgings, could either find him at home 
or gee any direiftion where to meet with 
faim. Almoft all his late letters too had 
been dated from Tylehiirft, where it was 
certain he had pafTed the greateft part of 
the fummer. — ^Fitz-Edward, fond of fo- 
ciety, and courted by the nioft brilliant 
drcles, (hut himfelf up in a country houfe, 
diftant from all his connections. And to 
what could fuch an extraordinary change 
be ewiBg^ if not to his attachmcfht to Ehi«. 
iiirelihe Mowbray ? 

Irritated by thcfe recolleftions, ht gave 
himfelf up to all the dfeadfiil torrhents cf 

E 4 jealoufy— » 
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jjealoufy— jealoufy even to madnefs ; and he 
felt this'Corrofive paflion in all it's extrava- 
gance. It was violent in proportion to his 
love and his pride, and more infupportably 
painful in proportion to it's novelty, for 
except once at Swanfca, when he fancied 
tliat Emmeline in her flight was accom- 
panied by Fitz-Edward, he had never felt 
it before J however they might fcrve him 
as a pretence, Rochcly and Elkefton were 
both too contemptible to excite it. 

The night approached j and witholit 
having regained any Ihare of compofure, 
he had at length determined to quit Nice* 
the next day, that his mother and Crofts 
might not be gratified with the fight of 
his defpair, and triumph in the detefted 
perfidy of Emmeline. 

Lady Montreville and her daughter 
were out when the letters arrived j and he 
now apprehended that when they returned 
Millefleur might alarm them by an account 
of his frantic behaviour, and that they 
would guefs it to have been occafioned by 
his letters from England. Starting up, 

^hertfore. 
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therefore, he called the poor fellow to 
him, who was not yet recovered froni 
his former terrifying menaces ; and wha 
approached, trembling, the table where 
Delamerc fat j. his drefs difordcred, hi^ 
eyes fiaflirag firei and his IJpa pale and 
quivering. 

*• Cx>me here, Sir !*' flrernly cried he. * 
. Millefleur fprung clofe to the table,. 

*^ Have you cleaned and loaded my 
**piftols?'' 

"** Monjieur—je, je m'occupais-^je^ ji-^ 
^* Monfieur Us fon t '" 

*^ Fool, of what are you afraid ?^— what 
** does the confounded foUron tremble 
•*for?'* 

^^ Mais Moftfteur — c*ejl ^e — que — mats 
**• Monfieur^ je ne fcais !** 

'' Tenez, Mr. Millefleur,'* faid Dela- 
mere (harply-f-*^ Reniember what I am 
** going to fay. Something has hap- 
** pened to vex me, and^ I (hall go out 
•' to-morxow for a. few days,, or perhaps 1 
*^ may go. to England.. My mother is to 
^ know hpthing of it, but what I fhall 
^ myfelf tell her; therefore at your peril 

E 5 '^^^^^'^ 



Si XMM£LIKE^ 

^ fpcak of what has happened this evcn^ 
** ing, or of my intenrions for tcvmorrow* 
^ Come up immediately^ and put my 
^ things into my portmanteaus, and p^ 
*^ my fire arms in order. 1 (hall take yoa 
^ with me, David need not be prepared 
*' till to-morrow. I (hall go on horfeback 
<^ and (hall want him alfo. The leaft 
" failure on your part of executing thcfe 
<* orders, you will find very inconYcnient 
•« »— .you know I will not be trifled with.'* 
Millefleur» frightened to death at the 
looks and voice of his maftcr, dared not 
dilbbey; and Delamere employing him 
in putting up his cloaths till after Lady 
Montrcville came in, was, he though t> 
fcGUf e of his fecrcfy. Hie then made an 
effort, tho* a fucccfslefs. one, to hide the 
anguifli that devoured him ; and went 
down to fuppcr^ He found, that befidei 
their conftant attendant Crofts, his mother 
and fitter were accompanied by two other 
Englifh gentlemen, and a French man of 
falhion and his fitter, who full of the viva- 
city and gaiety of their country, kept up a 

lively 
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iitteJf cdnfterfatlori wkh Mifs Ddafmeit 
and the Englilhmen. But Dehmefe hardlyr 
fpfikc-^hw cycis *rcrc If iH and inflafned— • 
Hs cheeks flufhed— and deep fighs feemed 
involuntarily to burft front hrs heart. 
Lady Montrcville obferved him, and then 
raid*- 

** Surely, Frederic, yoti art not well ?** 
• •* Not very well," faid he ; *« but I airi 
<* othefwife merely from the intokrabte 
•* heat, I have had the head-ache all 
« day/* 

*^ The head- ache !" exclaimed his md- 
ifter,— " Why then do you not go to 
** bed ?'' 

' " No,** iknfvrered he, •* I am better i^. 
** Since the heat ii abated, I am in left 
^ pain, I will take a walk by the fine 
♦^moott that I fee is riftng, and be back 
•^ again preferitly — and to-morrow,** con-i 
trnued he — •• to-morrow, i fhall go north- 
** ward fbr a motith. I cannot ftay und^i' 
^* this burning atmofphcre/* 

Then defiring the cortipany not to move 

E 6 on 



on his account, he arofe from table and 
haftcned away. 

" Do, my good Crofts,*' faid Lady 
Montrevrllc-r" do follow Frederic— he 
^* frightens me to death— he is certainly 
<« very ill.'* 

Crofts hefitated a moment, befng in truth 
afraid ta interfere with Delamere*s ramble 
while he was in a humour fo gloomy ; but 
on her Liadyfliip^s repeating her requefr, 
dare.d not ibcw.bis reludlance. He went 
out therefore under pretence of following 
him-, while the party prefent, feeing Lady 
Montrevilje's diftrefs, almoft inimediately 
departed. 

Crofts walked on without much defirc 
to. fulfill, hi^ commiffion;. for. Delamcrej 
whcaeyer he was pbliged to aiTociate with 
birn> treated him generally with coldnefs, 
and fometimes rudely.. There was, how-? 
ever very little probability of his over- 
taking him;, for JDelamere had. walked 05 
rather run to a confiderable diftance from 
shie. ftneet where his mother lived,, and. 
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then wandering farther int6 die fields, h^ 
thrown himfelf upon the grafs, and had 
forgotten every thing but Emmeline— 
*^ Emmehne and Fitz- Edward gone toge- 
•* thcr !— the miftrefs on whom he had fo 
*^ fondly doated ! — the friend whom he 
^* had fo implicitly trufted !" Thefe cruel 
images, dreft in every form moft fetal to 
his peace, tormented him, and the agony 
of difappointcd paflion Teemed to have 
affefted his brain. Deep groans forced 
their way from his oppreffed heart— ^he 
curfed his exiftence, and feemed refolutely 
bent, in the gloominefs of his defpair, to 
fhake it off and free himfelf from fufferings 
fo intolerable^ 

To the firft efTufions of his phrenzy, a 
fuUen calm, more alarming, (iicceeded. 
He fixed his eyes^ on the moon which (hone 
above him, but had no idea of what he 
fajv, or where he was; his breath was fliort, 
kh hand^ clenched ; he feemed as if^ hav- 
ing loft the power of complaint, he was 
\inable to exprefs the pain tlmt con vulfed. 
bis whoi^ frame,.. 

White 



VifhiU^ be condMed m this RitiUiott, ft 
favourite little fpanicl of his moth^r% of 
-¥Fbich he had from a boy been fond, rati u^ 
•€0 him and licked his hands and face. The 
carefles of an animal he had fo long rtf* 
metnbered, touched feme chord of the 
heart that vibrated to fofter emotions th^tk 
thofe vhkh had for the kit three hour^ 
poffefledl him-»he burft into tears. 

-** Felix P* iaid he, fobbing, ^ poor 
« Felix r 

• The dog, rejoicing to be noticed, ran 
barking round him i and preiently after* 
^ards, \vith hurried fteps, came Mifs De* 
jamere, leaning, oo the arm of Crofts. 

** My God }** exclainrved (he, almoft 
fcreaming, ** here he is \ Oh Frederic, yoa 
*^ have fo terrified my mdthci^ I and Mr. 
*** Crofts has been two hours in fearch of 
^ you. Had it* not lieen for the dog, we 
•* fhouid not now have found you. Mrt 
^ Crofts has returned twice to the houie 
** without you.'* 

** Mr. Crofts may return then a 
;* third time/* faid Delaracre, /* »nd ceaft 

« to 
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«< to give himfeif fuch unseceflary troo- 
•* blc." 

' ** But yott will come with ui, bro- 
** thcr ?-^— Purely you will now come 
•* home?'* 

** At my Icifurc,** replied he, ftcrnly— • 
^ Lady Montrcville need be under no ap« 
^ prehenfions about me. I fliaU be at 
^^ home prefently. But I will not be im« 
^ portuned ! I will not be watched and 
** followed ! and above all^ I will not have 
** a governor V* 

So Taying^ he turned from them md 
walked another way; while they, feebg 
him fo impradicable^ could only return to 
report what they had fccn to Lady Mon- 
ttcviltc. Dclamcre, however, who had 
taken another way, entered the houfe attte 
ianie moment. 

Lady Montrcville had ftriftjy queftioned 
Millefleur as to the* caufc of. his mafter^s 
diforder ; and the poor fellow, who dared 
not relate the furious pailion into wJiich he 
bad fallen on reading his letter, trembled^ 
prevaricated^ iiaaunered^ and looked fo 

white. 
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white, that her Ladylhip, more alarmcdj 
fancied (he knew not what ; and full of teiM 
ror, had fent out Crofts a fccond time, ind 
Uie fervants different ways^ in fearchof hef 
fon. At length Crofts returning thcfecond 
duie without, fuccefs, 'Mifs Delamcre wfcnt 
with him herfelf ; and the dog following 
her, led her to her brother. But before 
their return. Lady Montr evi lie's apprehen^ 
(ions had arifen to fuch. an. height, that d 
return of her fits feeraed to threaten her*,, 
and with difficulty was (he brought to her 
fenfes when fhe faw him before her; and 
when hp, moved by the keennefs of her 
forrow at his imaginary danger, affured her^ 
in anfwer to her repeated enquiries, that he 
was merely affefted by die heat;, that he had 
no material complaint,, and fhould be quitd 
well and in his ufual fpirits when he returned 
from the excurfion he propofed going upon 
the next day. Then, being fomewhat ap- 
peafed, his mother fuffered him to retire; 
and called her counfellor, Mr. Crofts, to. 
debate whether in fuch a frame of mind Ihc 
aught to allow the abfence ofDelamerel 

CroftS: 
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Crofts advifed her by all means to let him 
go. He fufpefted indeed that the anony- 
mous letter had occafioned all the wild be* 
haviour he had been witnefs to, and 
thought it very likely that Delamere might 
be going to England. But he knew that 
James Crofcs and his fair affociates were 
prepared for the completion of their projeft 
if he did ; and his abfence was^ on account 
of Crofts' own affairs, particularly defir- 
able. 

For thefe reafons, he reprefented to Lady 
Montreville that oppofuion would only ir- 
ritate and inflame her fon, without inducing 
him to ftay. He departed, therefore, the 
next morning, without any impediment on 
the part of his mother; but was yet unde- 
cided whither to go. While Crofts, no 
longer thwarted by his obfervation, or 
humbled by his haughty difdain, managed 
matters fo well, that in fpite of the pride of 
noble blood, in fpite of her reluftancc to 
marry a commoner, he conquered and 
filenced all the fcruples and objeftions of 
Mifs Dejamerej and a young Englifh cler- 
gyman. 
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gym an, a friend of his, coming to Nice, as 
both he and Crofts declared, iy the meerefi 
mcident in the w^rid, juft about that time. 
Crofts obtained her confent to a private 
fnarriage j and his friend took efpecial care 
that no form might be wanting, to enable 
iiitn legally to claim his bride, on their rc« 
turn to England. 



CHAP, 
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CHAPTER IV^ 



EMMELINE had now been near a 
nionch ac Bath^ whence Ihe had not 
written to Delamere. She had feldomk 
done fo oftener than once in fix or eight 
weeks ; and no reafon fubftfted ac prefeot 
for a more frequent corrcfpondence. 

Far from having any idea that he would 
think her temporary removal extraordinary, 
(he had not at tempted to conceal it from *" 
him ; and of his jealoufy of Fitz-Edward 
file had not the remoteft fufpicion. For 
tho' Mrs. A(h wood's hints> and the beha* 
viour of James Crofts^ had left no doubt of 
their ill opinion of her, yet fhe never fup^ 
pofed them capable of an attempt to im- 
prefs the fame idea on the mind of Dela- 
mere 5 and had no notion of the variety of 
motives which made the whole family of 
the Crofts, with which Mrs. Alhwood was 
JDOW conueftcdj folicitous to perpetuate the 

cvS 
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evil by propagating the fcandalous ftory 
they had themfelves invented. 

Unconfcious therefore of the * anguifli 
which preyed upon the heart of her un- 
happy lover, Emmcline gave her whole 
attention to Lady Adelina, and (he faw 
with infinite concern the encreafing wcak- 
ncfs of her frame ; with ftill greater pain 
fhe obferved, that by fufFering her mind to 
dwell contmu ally on her unhappy fituation, 
it was no longer able to exert the powers it 
poflefled; and that," funk in. hopelefs de- 
fpondence, her intelleds were frequently 
deranged, Ainid thefe alienations of rea- 
fon> (he was ftill gentle, amiable and in- 
tiereftingj and as they were' yfet * fhort and 
flight, 'Emmeline flattered herfeJf, that the 
opiates which her phyfician (in confequencc 
of the reftlefs and anxious- nights Lady 
Adelina had for fome time pafled) found it 
abfolutely neceflary to adminifter, might 
have partly if not entirely cccafioned this 
alarming fymptom. 

Still, however, the bufy imagination of 
Emmeline perpetually reprefented to her 

impendin 



or 
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impending forrow, and her terror hourly 
cncreafed. She figured to herfelf the de- 
cided phrenzy, or the death of her poor 
friend; and unable- to conquer apprehen- 
fions which Ihc was yet compelled to con- 
ceal, flie Hve4 in a continual effort to ap- 
pear chcarful, and to foothe the wounded 
mirjd of the fufferer, by confolatory con- 
verfation^ while (he watched her with an 
attention fo fedolous and fo painful, that 
only the excellence of her heart, which per- 
fuaded her (he was engaged in a taflc truly 
laudable, could have fupporti::d her thro* 
fuch anxiety and fatigue. 

She was, however, very defirous that as 
Mr. Godolphin was now in England he 
might be acquainted with his filler's cala- 
mitous and precarious fituation; and (he 
gently hinted to Lady Adclina, how great 
a probability (he thought there was, that 
fuch a man as her brother was reprcfcnted 
to be, would in her forrow and her fuffcring 
forget her error. 

But by the moft diftant idea of fuch an 
interview, (he found Lady Adelina fo vio- 
lently 



lently afFc6tcGl, that (he dared not agaift 
urge it ; and was compelled, m fearful ap- 
prchenfion, to await the hour which would 
probably give the fair penitent to that grare, 
where (he fecmed to wifti her difgrace and 
affiftion might be forgotten. 

To defcribe the anxiety of Emmdirie 
when thsu: period arrived, is impoffibicj 
or the mingled emotions of forrow and fa- 
tisfaftion, pleafure and pity, with which 
ftie beheld thelovefy and'«nft)rtunatc ftifent? 
whofe birth (he had fo long defired, yet 
fo greatly dreaded. 

Lady Adelina had, till then, wlflied to' 
die. She faw her child — and wifhed to 
live* — -The phyfical people who attended 
her, gave hopes that (he might.— Supported 
by the tender friendflhip of Emmeline, and 
animated by maternal fondnefs, (he deter- 
mined to attempt it. 

Emmeline, now full of apprchenfion, now 
indulging feeble hopes, prayed fervently for 
her recov.ery ; and zealouHy and indefati- 
gably attended her with more than her 
former folicitudc;. For three days, her 

hopes 
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hopes gradually grew ftronger; when on 
the evening of the third, as (he was fitting 
alone by the fide of the bed where Lady 
Adelina had fallen into a quiet %^p, fhe 
fuddenly heard a fort of buftle in the next 
room ; and before (lie could rife to put an 
end to it, a gentleman to whom (lie 
was a (Iranger, walked haftily into that 
where (he was. On feeing her, he ftarted 
andfaid—* 

*^ I beg your pardon. Madam— but I. 
^ was mformed thai here I might find 
<^ Lady Adelina Trelawny/^ 

The name of Trelawny, thus fuddenly* 
and loudly pronounced, awakened Lady 
Adelina. She ftarted up— undrew the cur- 
tainw-and fixing her eyes with a look of ter- 
rified aiionifliment on the ftranger, (he ex- 
claimed, faintly — *^ Oh ! my brother !-— 
" my brother William !" dien funk bax:k 
on her pillow, to all appearance life- 
tefs. 

Mr. Godolphtn now fpringing forward,, 
caught the cold and infcnfible hand which. 

had 
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had Opened the curtain; and throwing 
himfclf on his knees, cried— 

" Adelina ! my love! are you ill?— 
•^ have I then terrified and alarmed you ? 
^* Speak to me— dear Adelina— fpeak to 
" me!" 

Emmeline, whofe immediate aftonifh- 
ment at his prefence had been loft in terror 
for his fifter, had flown out of the room 
for the attendants, and now returning, 
cried- 

^^ You have killed her. Sir!— She is 
*• certainly dead !— Oh, my God ! the fud- 
*^ den alarm, the fudden fight of you, has 
^' defl:royed her/^ 

'^ lam afraid it has!" exclaimed Go- 
dolphin wildly, and hardly knowing what 
he faid — " I am indeed afraid it has ! My 
** poor fifter—my unhappy, devoted Ade- 
^' lina ! have I then found you only to 
** deftroy you ? But. perhaps,"" continued 
he, after a moment's pauPj, during which 
Emmcllne and the nurfe were chafing the 
hands and temples of the dying patient — 

^^ perhaps 
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^ perhaps (he may recover; Send inftantlf 
« for advice — run— fly — let me go myfclf 
•« for affiftance." 

He would now have run out of the room^ 
but Emmeline, whofe admirable prefcnce 
t)f mind this fuddcn fcenc of terror had not 
conquered, flopped him. 

** Stay, Sir," faid (he, « I bcfccch you, 
^* ftay. You know not whither to go. I 
5* will inftantly fend thofc who do.** 

She then left the room, and ordered t 
fervant to fetch the phyfician; for fhe 
dreaded leaft Mr. Godolphin fliould dif- 
cover the real name and quality of the 
patient to thofe to whom he might apply t 
and on returning to the bed fide, where 
Lady Addlina ftill lay without any fighs of 
cxifteiicc, and by which her brothet ftill 
knelt in fpcechlefs agony, her fears were 
again alive, leaft when the medical gentle- 
men arrived, his grief artd defperatbn Ihould 
betray the fecretto tfieKi. While her firft 
apprehenfion was* for the life of her friend, 
thefe fecdndary confiderations were yet ex- 
tremely alarming— for (he knew, that Ihould 

Vol. hi. F Lady 
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Lady Adelina recover, he» life would be for 
ever embittered, if not again endangered, 
by the difcovery which fcemed impending 
and almoft inevitable.- 

The women who were about her having 
now applied every remedy they could think 
of without fucccfs, > began loudly to lament 
themfelves. Emmclinc, compianding her 
own anguifb, bcfought them to ftifle their's, 
and not to give way to fruitlefs exclamju- 
mations while there was . yet hope, but to 
continue their endeavours to recover their 
lady; Then addrefling herfelf to Mr. •Go- 
dolphin, (he roufcd him from the ftupor of 
grief in which he had fallen, while he gazed 
with an impafConed and agonizing look on 
the pale countenance of his fitter. 

** Pardon me, Sir,'' faid (he, «^ if I en- 
" treat you to go down flairs and await the 
** arrival of the advice I have fcnt fon 
** Should my poor friend recover, your 
'^ prefencc may renew and encreafe the 
•* alarm of her fpirits, and embarrafs her 
•' returning recolleftion -, and fbould (he 
" not recover, you had better hear fuch 

•* mournful 
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^ mournful tidings iii any place rather than 

^« this." 

■ ** Oh ! if I do hear them," anfwered he, 
wildly, ** it matters little where. But I will 
*' withdraw, Madam, fince you fcem to de- 
" fire it." 

• He had hardly fecn Emmeline before. 
He now turned his eyes mournfully upon 
her_*^ It is, I prcfume, Mifs Mowbray," 
faid he, *^ who thus, with an angePs ten- 
*' dernefs in an angel's form, would fparc 
** the forrows of a ftrangcr ?" 

- Emmeline, unable to fpeak, led the way 
down to the parlour, and Godolphin filent* 
ly followed her. 

• ** Go back," faid he, tremuloufly, as 
foon as they reached the room — " go 
«^ back to my filler; your tender affiduity 
** may do more for her than the people 
'* about her. Your voice, your looks, 
•* will foothe and tranquillize her, (hould 
** (he awaken from her long inferifibility, 
•* Ah ! tell her, her brother came only to 
*^ refcue her from the mifery of her un- 
H worthy lot— Tell her his affeftion, his 

¥ % ** brotherly 
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** brotihpri)rafFpdion,.hppes tPgiycbm-sOqii*- 
** folation j and rcftore her— if it may yep 
•^ be^tp her repofe. By t go,. dpafQft Mifa 
*^ Mowbi^Vj^. gp !-™fonjcbody copies, in— » 
<* perhaps the phylicUn," 

Emmeline now opening the partoprdoory 
found it to be indeed the phyfician Jhc cx- 
pc(Sted ; and with a fearful heart Aie foUpwed 
him, informing him, as they went up ftair^,* 
that thf fudden, ^ppearai^ce of MrPi. St.. 
La^ure's brother,, wtiqm (he h^d npt kcrt 
for two or three years, had thrown her iht^ 
a.fainting fit, from which not all thf ir en- 
deavours had recovered hen 

He remonftrated vehemently againtlth^' 
extreme iadifcretion of fuch an interview, 
i^mnjclinc, wha.kn^w pot by what ftrangc; 
ch^io of circumfianc^s it hsjid been brpjught* 
about, ha.^. .nothing to reply. 

So feej^le.. were thc; appearan<;es . erf re- 
maining Iffei, tlwt the phyfi^ian coujd pr\0- 
nQpncj^j- fj^hpng gcrtaiply iti r.c.gA.rd .to his » 
p^jicat^, .He gave, however, dire&icrt^ to- 
hcf att^nd^ts ; but after every application 
h^d; be^Hj ufcd, all that could .be. f^id was,* 

that 
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that fee was not aAiially dead. As foon as 
the phyfician had written his prefcription 
and retired, Emmelthe rtcoUefted the pain* 
ful ftat€ of fiifpenfe in which (hfc Had left 
Mr. Godolphin, a^d trying to ftfcdvdr cou- 
rage to go thro' the painful fccht before 
h^r, (he went down to him. 
' As (he opened the door, he met her, 

^ I have fefen the doftbr/' faid h*, in 4 
lA'bkto and hurried voice—** and flriD^m hil 
^ attount I arti coftVinced A-deRnft is 
^ dying/* 

" I hope not,** faintly irifirered Emint- 
line. *^ There is yet a poffibility, rho* f 
♦' ft* n^ great piroftabiKtjr of hit feCo* 
^* very.'* 

" My Adelina !" refumed he, walking 
about the room— my Adelina ! fot whofe 
^ fake I fo attjiioufly wilhed to rttvttfi to . 
^ England — Gracious God ! I ^ta Cdmc too ► 
** late to iffift her ! Some ftrange rtiyftcfy/ 
•* furely hangs over her ! Long loft to all' 
? ^ her friends, I find hei* here dying ! : The 
*^fightof me, inftead of relieving her forrdw • 
'*feems to have accelerated hcyr.diffolutionh 

F 3 '"Aod. 
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** And you. Madam, to whofe- goodnefs 
•' Ihe appears to be fo greatly indebted— 
"may I afk by what fortunate circum- 
** fiance, loft and obfcure as ihe has been^ 
** (he has Acqtiircd fuch a friend ?'* 

Emnicline, (huddering at the apprchen- 
fion of enquiries (he found it impofliblc to 
anfwer^ was wholly at a lofs how to reply to 
this. §he. knew not of what Mr. Godol* 
phin was informed — of what he was igno^ 
rant ; and dreaded to fay too much, or to 
be detefbed in a falfe reprefentation. She 
therefore, agitated and hcfitating, gravely 
faid — 

. " It is not now a time. Sir, to afk any 
" thing relative to Lady Adelina. I am 
** myfclf too ill to enter into converfation ; 
^* and wilh, as you have been yourfclf 
** greatly afFefted, that you would now re- 
** tire, and endeavour to make yourfclf ai 
** ealy as you can. To-morrow may, per- 
** haps, afford us more chearful profpeds^-^ 
^ or at leaft this cruel fufpenfe will be 
^^ over, and the dear fufferer at peace." 

She 
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She fobbed, and turned away. Godol- 
phin fifing, faid in a faultering voice— 

** Yes, 1 will go ! fince my ftay can 
*^ only encreafe the pain of that generous 
** and fenfible heart. I will go— but not 
•' to reft ; I cannot reft. But do you try^ 
*•* moft amiable creature ! to obtain fome 
*• repofc— Try, I befecch you, to recover 
** your fpirits, which have been fo greatly 
«* hurried." 

He knew not what he faidj and was 
haftening out of the room, when Emme- 
line, recoUedting how ardently Lady Adc- 
fina had defired the concealment of her 
name and family, flopped him as he was 
quitting her. 

" Yet one thing, Captain Godolphin, 
** allow me to entreat of you ?** 

** What can I refufe you ?" anfwered he, 
returning, 

** Only— are you known at Bath ?" 

** Probably 1 may. It is above three 
*^ years. fince I was in England, and much 

longer lincc I have been here. But un- 

F 4 ^' doubtcdly 



<( 






104 £ M M £ JL I K E^ 

•^ doubtedly fome one or other will know 
*^ ine/' 

. '* Then do indulge me in one rcqueft, 
** See as few people as you can ; and if 
" you accidentally meet any of your friends, 
do not fay that Lady Adelina is here." 
Not meet any one if I can avoid it !-^ 
^^ and if I do, not fpeak of my fifter ! 
** And why is all this ?— why this conceal- 
*• ment, this myftery ? — why — ^* 

Emmeline, abfolutely overcome, fat down 
ivithout fpeaking. Godolphin, feeing her 
wneafinefs, faid— 

•* But I will not diftrcfs you^ Madam, by 
f * farther queftions. Your commands (hall 
*^ be fufficient. 1 will ftifle my anxiety 
** and obey you." Then bowing - refpeA- 
fully, he added — " To-morrow, at as early 
*^ an hour ^ I dare hope for admittance, I 
*f Ihall be at the door. Heaven blefs and 
*^ reward the fair and gientle Mifs Mow- 
^* bray — and may it have mercy on my 
^* poor Adelina !"— Helighed deeply, and 
left the houfe. 

Lady 



Lady Adelina, tho* not.fd enrirclj^ihfen- 
blc, was yet but little amended^ . Biit as 
what alteration there wasywas for the better, 
Emmeline endeavoured to recall h^r own 
agitated aipddiffipated fpirits. The extra-* 
•ordinary foeafe which had juft paffed, was 
ftill prefent' to her imagination; the laft. 
^ords.ofi^Godolphin, ftill vibrated in her 
«ars».. *^ Fair and gentle Mifs Mowbray! ■* 
•ftjpeatcid (he. : ** He knows my name; yet 
^^ feems igiafbrant of every diing that relates . 
*< tohifififtcrl" 

Her aftoniftim^nt: at this cifcumftanet 
^as fucce^ded by refle6):i^'4^th6 unplea- 
fant.ta& (be. muft haye if Mr* Gtidplphin 
'jhould again, enquire into her firft ac- 
quaintance. witH/ his fiften To relate td 
him thcr melancholy, ftory (he had h^rd, . 
would, (he found,, be aa undertaking to . 
which (he was wholly unequal ; and dk was 
equally averfe. to the. invention of-a plaU'^ 
fibl'e falfebood. I**rom this psunCul appre- 
hen(ion (he meditated how to e;xtricate her- 
-ftlf;butthe longer (hethought of it, the 
more (he. dcfpaired of it^ The terrors of 

Eg: ' fuch . 
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fuch ■ a convcrfation hourly augmented ; 
and wholly and for ever to efcape from ir, 
(he fometimes determined (o write. But 
from executing that defign, was with-helfi 
by confidering that if Godplphin was of a 
fiery and impetuous temper, he would pro- 
bably, without refledtion or delays fly to 
vengeance^ and precipitate every evil. which 
Lady Adelina dreaded. 

After having exhaufted eyery idea on 
the fubieft, (he could think of nothing on 
which her imagination could refl;, but to 
fend to Mrs. StafFord, acquaint ]ber with 
the danger of JLady Adelina, and conjure 
;her if poffible to come to her. , This (he 
jcne>y (he would do unlefs fomc: (iiigulaj: 
circumstance in her. own faowly prev;(Soted 

her attention to her. friends. 

Refolyed to embrace therefore this hope, 
S^ difpatched ^n hafty billet by an cxprefs 
lo Woodfiel^; and then betook herfelfto 

9 

a bed Ori the floor,, which ihe had ordered 
to be placed by the fide of that where Lady 
Adelina, in happy tho' dangerous infenfi- 

bility. 
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bility, ftill feemed to repofe almoft in the 
4trms of death. 

- Emmeline could not, however^ obtain 
even a momentsiry forgetfulnefs. Tho' (he 
could not repent her attention to the un- 
happy Lady Adclina, (he was yet fenfible 
of her indifcrecion in having put herfelf in^ 
to the (icuation (he was now in } the cruel^ 
unfeeling world would, (be feiarcd, condcmA 
her ; and oif it's reflexions (he could not 
think without pain. But her heart, he^ 
generous fympathizing heart| more thail 
acquitted — it repaid her. 

Towards the middle of the night. Lady 
Adelina, who had made two or three faiM 
efforts to fpeak, (ighod, and again in faint 
murmurs, attempted to explain herfelf. 
Emmeline ftarted up and eagerly Itften^d i 
and in a law whifper heard her alk for her 
child. 

Etnmdine ordered it inilantly to be 
brought •, and thofc eyes which had fo lately 
fceemed dofed for ever, were opened in 
fearch of this beloved objedl : then, as if 
fttisfied ia beholding it living and well„ 

F 6 xhey 
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they clofed again, white fhc imprinted aki($ 
on it's littte hand. She then ^ifked for Em« 
meline ; who, ^delighted with this apparent 
amendment^ prevailed on her to take what 
had been ordered for her. She appeared 
dill better in a few moments^ but was yet 
extremely languid. 

, ^^ I have had a dreadful dream, my 
*> EmmcUne,'* faid (he, at length—" a 
^' long and dreadful dream ! But it is 
•^* gone—you are here: my poor little boy 
.^^ too is well > and this alarming vifion will 
** I hope haunt me no more.'* 

Emmeline, 'who feared that the dream 
was indeed a reality, exhorted her to think 
only of her reeoveryv of which, added fh< 
cheerfully, we have no longer any doubt. 

*^ Comfortable and confoling angel !** 
fighfid LiZdy Addina--^* yoyr prefencc is 
** furcly fafety. Do not leave me V\ , 

Emmeline promifed not to quit the rooni'^ 
and elate with hopes of her friend's fpeedy 
reftoration to health, fell herfelf into a 
tranquil and refrtfliing flumber. 

On awakening the next morning, (he 

found 
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found Lady Adelina much better; but ftilly 
whenever (he fpoke, dwelling on her fup- 
ppfed dream, and fometimes talking with 
that incoherence which had for fome weekt 
before fo greatly alarmed her. Her own 
dread o£ meeting Godolphin was by no 
means le0ened ; and to prevent an imme- 
diate interview^ Ihe difpatched to him a 
note. 

" Sir, 

*^ I am happy in having it in my power 
^ to aflure you that our dear patient is 
much better. But as uninterrupted tran« 
quillity is abfolutely n^cefiaryj that, and 
^' other confiderations, induce noe to beg 
«« you will forbear coming hither to day* 
>* You may depend on having hourly inteU 
^^ ligence, and that wc ihall be defirous of 
^^ the ple^lure of feeing you when th« 
>* fafety of my friend admits it. 

*• I have the honour to be, Sir, 
*^ your moft humble fcrvanr, 

i 

Sept, 20, I.7-* EMMELUiTE MOWBRAV^^ 



» 

cc 
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• » 

To this note, Mr. Godolphin anfwfcred— 

" If Mifs Mowbray will only alloW me 
** to wait on her for one moment in the 
^* parlour, I will not again trefpafs on her 
" time till I have her own permiffion. 

'* W.G.** 

. • . . . , • 

This rcqueft, EmmcKne was obliged^ 
with whatever reluftance, to comply with* 
She therefore fent a verbal acqufcfcence; 
and repaired to the bed fide of Lady Ade- 
iina, who had afkcd for her. 

** Will you pardon my folly, my dear 
" Emmeline," faid fhe languidly — *Vbut 
•* I cannot be eafy till I have told you 
•' what a ftrange idea has feized me. I 
•* fecmed, laft night, I know not at what 
*• time, to be fuddenly awakened by a voice 
•• which loudly repeated the name of Trc- 
" lawny. Startled by the found, I thought 
** I undrew the curtain, znd faw mybro- 
*' ther Williarki, who flood looking angrily 
"on me. I felt greatly terrified; and 
** growing extremely fick, I loft the vifion. 

•* But 
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^« But now again it's recollcftion harra&t 
^•..my imagination; and the image of my 
" brother, ftcrncr, and with a ruder 
^ afped than he was wont to wear^ ftill 
** ,feems prefcnt before me. Oh ! he was 
** accuftomed to be all goodnefs and gen* 
«« tleneisy and to love his poor Adelina* 
^ But now he too will throw me from him 
«^ — be too will dcteft and dcfpife roe— - 
•• Or perhaps/* continued (he, after a ftiort 
paufe— -*' }>erhaps he is dead. I am not 
** fuper(litious-<-buc this dream purfuei 
«* me." 

Emmeline, who had hoped that the very 
terror of this fudden interview had oblitep 
rated it's remembrance, faid every thing 
(he thought likely to quiet her mind, and 
to perfuade her that the uneafy images re- 
prcfentcd in her imperfcdt flumbers [were 
merely the effed of her weakncfs and per- 
turbed fpirits. 

The impreffion, however, was tooilrong 
ta be effaced by argument. It ftill hung 
heavy on her heart, irritated the fever which 
b^ befofe been only Hight, and deprived 

her 
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fa«r almoft entirely of flecp ; or if iHeiIspt» 
fi^ again fancied herfelf awakened by her 
brother, angrily repeating, thts name of f re- 
lawny* 

SometanieS) ftarting in terror from thefc 
fbveri(h droamS). fte called on her brother 
CD paixioA and pity ^her; fometimesJn 
piiercing aocents deplored hii death, and 
jbmetimes befought him tofparePitz-Ed^ 
iifard«s Thefe incoherences were particu« 
IbrJy diftrefiing ; a» names were often heard 
6y the atfiendaats which Emmeline hoped 
to have concealed ;.and it was hardly poflJ-.^ 
We longer to deceive the' phyfician and^ 
epothecary who attended her. 

With an'AJneafy; hearty and a countenance- 
fwnfrvely expreffive of it's feelings,, fhe 
^ent down to receive Captain Godolphift > 
in the patio^ir. 

•- ^^ I fear, Mifs Mowbray,** faid he, as fooft 
as they were feated, " you will think me ^ 
•** too ready to take advantage of your 
•** goodncfs. But there is that appearance 
.'•' of candour and compafllon about you, 
^^ ibat I determined rather to' trod to your 

<< £Oodnc6 
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^ goodnefs for pardon, than to remain 
«* longer in a ftatc of fufpenfe about my 
^ fiftcr, which 1 have- already found moft 
♦• infupportable. In the note you honoured 
^ me with to day you fay Ihe is better. Is 
*^ {he then out of danger i Has (he proper* 
^ advice r 

«* She has the beft advice, Sir. I can- 
^ not, howcvi^r, fay that (he is out of 

^ danger, but** She hefitatcd, and 

knew not how to proceed. 

** But— 'you hope, rather thaA believe, 
•^ (he will recover,'* cried Godolphin ea^ 
gerly. 

«* I both hope it and believe it. Mr.' 
*• Godolphin, you yefterday did me the 
•* honour to fuppofc I had been fortunate 
** enough to be of fome fervice to Lady 
" AdeJina-, fuffer me to take advantage 
•* of a fuppofition fo flattering, and to 
** claim a fort of right to a(k in my turn a 
^ favour." 

' " Surely I (hall confider it as an honour 
^* to receive, and as happinefs to obey, any 
^ command of Mifs Mowbray's.'* 

** Promife 
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** Protnife me then to obfcrvc the fame 
** filence in regard to your fitter as I afked 

of you laft night. Truft me with her 

fafety, and believe it will not be neg- 
*« leded. But you muft neither fpeak of 
•* her to others, or qucftion me about her/* 

" Good God ! from w^hence can arife 
** thcneceflityforthcfe precautions! What 
** dreadful obfcurity fur rounds her ! What 
** am I to fear? What am I to fup- 
« pofe?*' 

•• You will not, then,*' ftid Emmclinc, 
gravely — " you will, not oblige me, by 
*' dcfifting from all queftions *till this 
•* trifling reftraintcanbc taken off?" 

" I will, I do promile to be guided 
** wholly by youj' and to bear, however 
** difficult it may be, the fufpenfe, the 
** frightful fufpenfe in which 1 muft re» 
*^ main. Tell me, however, that Adelina 
*^ is not in immediate danger,*' But, added 
he, as if recoUefting himfelf, ** may I not 
^^ ^pply for information on that head to 
^^ her phyfician ?'* 

^* Not for the world !" anfwered Emme^ 

lipeji 
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line, with unguarded quicknefs — ** not for 
^* the world !'* 

" Not for the world !" — repeated Godol- 
phin, with an accent of adonifhmenr*. 
** Heaven and earth ! But I have promifed 

to afk nothing — I mud obey — and will 

now relcafc you. Madam*** 

Godolphin then took his leave ; and Em- 
meline,whore heart had throbbed violently, 
throughout this dialogue, fat down alone 
to compofe and recolle£t herlelf. She faw, 
that to keep Godolphin many days ignorant 
of the truth would be impoffible : and' 
from the eager anxiety of his queftions, flie 
feared that all the horrors Lady Adelina's. 
troubled imagination had rcprefcnted, would 
be realized— apprehenfions, which feemed 
armed with new terror fince (he had feen 
and converted with this William Godolphin, 
of whofe excellent heart and noble fpirit . 
fhe had before heard fo much both from 
Lady Adelina and Fitz Edward, and 
whofe appearance feemed to confirm the- 
favourable imprefBon thofe accounts ha4' 
given her. 

Godolphin^ who was now about five and 
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, ^eaty^ h^psQTcddie grcaitcft part of his 
life at fea. The various cTicnate$ he had 
vifitcd had deprived hit complexioin of 
much of it'sEngli(h frenamefg; but his face 
was animated hy dark! eyes full of intelli- 
gence and fpirici hh hur, g^nerallj care-* 
Icfsly dreflcd,' was remarkaWy fine, and 
hh per fon t^lt light, and graceful, yet fo 
OQauntsdiag, that whoever faw him \m^ 
ncdiately and involuntarily fdt their adrni*- 
rmon mingled with rd^&. His whole 
%are was fisch as brought to the mind 
ideas of the race of heroes frofn whkh he 
was defcended ;, his voice was particularly 
grateful to the ear^ and his addrefs appeared 
to Emmeline to be a fortunate compound 
of the infinuating fofcnefs of Fitz-Edward 
with the fire and vivacity of Delartiere. 
Of this, however, ihe could inadequately 
judge, as he was now under fuch deprelfioA 
of fpirits: and however pleafing he ap- 
peared, Emmeline, who conceived herFelf 
abfolutely engaged to Delamcre, thought 
of him only as the brother of Lady Adclina; 
yet infenfibly fhe felt herfelf more than ever 
ititerefted for the event of his hearing how 
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little Fitz-Cdward had' defirrved the warm 
friendlhip be had felt for him. And her 
thoughts dwelling perpetually on that fubr 
}c&^. tmgnifiQd the painful circum dances 
of the approaching eclaircifieraent; while 
her fears for Lady Adelina's life, who con- 
tinued to langui(h in a low fever with fre- 
quent delirium, fo harrafled and opprefled 
her, that her own health was vifibly af- 
feded. But. without attending to it, (he 
palled all her hours in anxioufly watching 
the turns of Lady Adelina's diforder ; or, 
when flie could for a moment efcape, in 
giving vent to her full heart by wteping 
over the little infant, whofe birth, fo fimilar 
to her own, feemed to render it to her 
a more interefting and afFefting objeft. 
She lamented the evils to which it might 
be expofed ; though of a fex which would 
pceveftt it's encountering the fame fpecies 
of forrow as that which had embittered her 
own, life. Of her friendlefs and dcfolatc 
fituation, (he was never more fcnfible than 
now. She felt hcrfelf more unhappy than 

fhe 
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fhe had ever yet been ; and would probably 
harvc funk under her extreme uneafinefs, 
had not the arrival of Mrs. Stafford, at the 
end of three days, relieved her from many 
t)f her fears and apprehenfions. 
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CHAPTER V. 



MRS. Seafibrd no focner heard from 
Emmcline that Godolphin was yet 
ignorant of the true reafon oi Lady Adc- 
lina's concealment, than (he faw the necef- 
£ty of immediately explaining it; and this 
talk, however painful, ihe witho.ut hefita- 
tion undertook. 

He was therefore fummoncJ to their 
lodgings by a note from Emmeline, who 
on his arrival introduced him to Mrs. Staf- 
ford, and left them together; when, with 
as much tendernefs as poflfible, anc) mingling 
with the mortifying detail many reprefenta- 
tions of the neceflity there was for his con- 
quering his refcntment, (he at length con- 
cluded it; watching anxioufly the changes 
in Godolphin's countenance; which fome- 
times exprefled only pity and. affedion for 
his After, fometimes rage and indignation 
againft Ficz-Edward, 

Both 
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Both the brothers of Lady Adelina ha J 
been accuftomed to confider her with pccii* 
liar fondiiefsv The unfortunate circutn- 
ftancc of her lofing her mother imme- 
diately after her birth, feemed to have 
given her a melancholy title to their tender- 
nefs; and the refemblance (he bore to that 
dear mother, whom they both remembered, 
and on whofe memory their fat het dwelt 
whh undiminilhed regret, endeared her to 
them ftitt more. To thefe united claims on 
the heart and the proteftion of William Goi- 
dolphin, another was added equally forcible, 
in a letter written by his father with the 
trembling hand of anxious folicitudc, 
when he felt himfelf dying, and when, 

* 

looking back with lingering afFetSHon on 
the children of her whom he hoped fooh 
to rejoin, he faw with anguifli his youngcft 
daughter liable from her fituation to de^ 
Tiate into indifcretion, and furroundcd by 
the numbcrlefs dangers which attend on ^ 
young and beautiful woman, whofe huf- 
band has neither talents to attach her affec- 
tions or judgment to direft her aflions. 

Lord 
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Lord Wefthaven, confcious of her ha- 
zardous circumftances, and feeling in his 
laft moments the keeneft anguilh, in know- 
ing that his miftaken care had expofed her 
to them, hoped, by interefting both her 
brothers to watch over her, that he (liould 
obviate the dangers he apprehended. He 
had therefore, in all their converfations, re- 
commended her to his eldeft fon ; and as 
he was not happy enough to embrace the 
younger before he died, had addreflcd to 
him a laft letter on the fame fubjeft. 

Such were the powerful tics that bound 
Mr. Godolphin to love and defend Lady 
Adelina with more than a brother's fond- 
nefs. Haftening therefore to obey the 
dying injunftions of his father, and in the 
hope of rendering the life of this beloved 
fitter, if not happy, at leaft honourable and 
contented, he had heard, that (he had 
clandeftinely abfcnted herfelf from her fa- 
mily, and after a long fearch had found 
her abandoned to remorfe and defpair; 
her reputation^ blafted ; her health ruined ; 
her intellefts difordered; and all by the 

Vol. IIL G perfidy 
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perfidy of a man, in whom he, from long 
friendlhip, and his filler, from family con- 
nexion, had placed unbounded confidence. 
Tho* Godolphin had one of the bed 
tempers in the world— a temper which the 
roughnefs of thofe among whom he lived 
had only ferved to foften and humanize, 
and which was immovable by the ufual 
accidents tliat ruffle others, yet he had alfo 
in a great excefs all thofe keen feelings, 
which fill a heart of extreme fenfibility ; 
added to a courage, that in the hour of 
danger had been proved to be as cool as 
it was undaunted. Of him might be faid 
what was the glorious praife of immortal 
Bayard — that he was ** Jans peur et fans 
'** reproche\^^ and educated with a high 
fenfe of honour himfelf, as well as pofleffing 
a heart calculated to enjoy, and a hand 
to defend, the unblemiflied dignity of his 
family, all his paflions were roufcd and 
awakened by the injury it had fuftainul 
from FitZ'Edward, aiid he beheld him as 

* Without fear aad wltLout reproacli. 

a monfter 
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« tnonfter whom it was infamy to forgive. 
Hardly therefore had Mrs. Stafford con- 
cluded her didreifing recital^ than, as if 
commanding himfelf by a violent effort, 
he thanked her warmly yet incoherently 
for her unexampled goodnefs to his fitter, 
recommended her ftill to her generous care, 
and the friendship of Mifs Mowbray, and 
without any threat againft Fitz- Edward, or 
even a comment on what he had heard, 
arofe to depart* But Mrs. Stafford, more 
alarmed by this determined tho* quiet rc- 
fentment and by the exprcffion of his coun- 
tenance than if he had burft into exclama^ 
tions and menaces, perceived that the crifis 
was now come when he mud either be 
perfuaded to conquer his juft refentmenti 
or by giving it way dcftroy, while he 
attempted to revenge, the fame of his 
fiften 

She befought him therefore to fit down 
a moment ; and when he had done fo, (he 
told him, that if he really thought himfelf 
under any obligations to Mifs Mowbray 
ol to her for the fervices they had been {q 

G z fortunatoi 
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. ' • • « • 

fortunate as to render Lady Adelina, hiS 

. making all they had been doing inefFeftual^ 

would be a moil mortifying return; and 

•v. 

fuch muft be the cafe, if he rafhly flew td 

feek vengeance on Fitz- Edward : "for 

*^ that you have fuch a defign,'* continued 

(he, " I have no doubt ; allow me, how^ 

ever, to fuppofe that I have, by doing 

your (ifter fome good offices, acquired 

a right to fpeak of her affairs." 

Surely,'^ anfwered Mr. Godolphin, 

you have; and furely I muft hear with 

*^ refpeft and ^ttentioil, tho* poffibly not 

** with conviftion, every opinion with 

*^ which you may honour me.'* 

She then reprefented to him, with all 
the force of reafon, how little he could re- 
medy the evil by hazarding his own lif6 
or by taking that of Fitz-Edward. 

*^ At prefent/' continued fhe, ^^ the 
" fecret is known only to me, Mifs Mow- 
bray, and Lady Adelina's woman; if 
it is farther expofed, the heirs of Mr. 
^* Trelawny, who are fo deeply interefted, 
" will undoubtedly take meafures to prove 

'' that 
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^^ that the infant has no juft claim to the 
** eftate they fo eagerly expeft. Mr. Tre- 
*^ lawny's lifter has already entertained 
*' fufpicions, which the leaft additional in- 
^^ formation would give her grounds to 
** piirfue, and the whole affair muft then 
^' inevitably become public. Surely this 
^* confideration alone fliould determine 
*/ you— why then need I urge others 
** equally evident and equally forcible.'* 

Godolphin acknowledged that there wa^ 
much of truth in the arguments (he ufed ; 
but denied that any confideration fliould 
influence him to forgive the man who had 
thus bafely and ungeneroufly betrayed the 
confidence of his family. 

" However," added he again, checking 
the heat into which he feared a longer con- 
verfation on this fubjed might betray him— 
f' I have-not yet, Madam, abfolutely 
*' formed the refolution of which you fecin 
♦^ lb apprehenfive; and am indeed too 
f^ cruelly hurt to be able to talk longer on 
t* the fubjeft, SufFer me therefore onc« 
^ n^ore to bid yon a good day !" 

G 3 -Ba? 
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But the encreafing gloom of his counte- 
nance, and forced calm of his manner, 
appeared to be fymptoms fo unfavourable, 
that Mrs. Stafford thought there was no 
hope of being able to prevent an immediate 
and fatal meeting between him and Fitz- 
Edward but by engaging him in a promife 
at leaft to delay it; this (he attempted by 
the moft carneft arguments, and the moft 
prefling' perfuafions ; but all the could ob^ 
tain was an aflurance that he would remain 
at Bach ^till the next day, and fee her again 
in the evening* 

In the mean time the delirium of Lady 
Adelina, (which had recurred at intervals 
ever fince the tranfient fight Ihe had of her 
brother) more frequently and with more 
alarming fymptoms returned ; and the fever 
which had at firft threatened the lofs of her 
life, now feemed to be fixing oy her brain, 
and to menace, by a total deprivation of rea* 
fon, reducing her to a condition to which 
death itfelf muft be preferable. She ftill, 
even in her wildeft wanderings, knew Em- 
meline, and ftill careiFed her little boy ; but 

much 
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much of her time paffed in incoherent and 
rambling difcourfe ; in which (he talked of 
Fitz-Edward and her brother William, and 
held with them both imaginary dialogues. 
Sometimes (lie deprecated the wrath of her 
elder brother; and then her difordered 
fancy ran to the younger; to him from 
whom fhe had, in her early life, found 
pity and protcdion in all her little for- 
rows. 

Mrs. Stafford thought it too hazardous 
to let her again fee her brother, while her 
intellefts were thus difarrangcd ; as fhc trem* 
bled left Ihe (hould dart into a(ftual mad- 
nefs. But it was abfolutely neceiiary to do 
fomething} not only becaufc Mr. Godol» 
phin's impatience made every delay dan- 
gerous, but becaufe it was hardly pofliblc 
to keep the fecret from the phyficians and 
attendants, who had already beard much 
more than they ought to have known. 

She determined, therefore, after confult- 
ing with Emmeline, to introduce Godol- 
phin into the room adjoining to that where 
l-ady Adelma now fat fome hours every 

G 4 d^y 
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day in an eafy chair. The affefting in- 
faniry of his unhappy filler, and themourn- 
fiil and pathetic entreaties (lie frequently 
ufcd, were likely, in the opinion of the" fair 
friends, to effedtuate more than their moft 
carneft perfuafions ; and prevail on him to 
drop all thoughts of that refentment, which 
could not cure but might cncreafe her ca- 
lamities. 

Mrs. Stafford had heard from him, that 
he gained information as to the place of his 
fifter's refidence from the mother of Lady 
Adelina*s woman; who being the reduced 
widow of a clergyman, refidcd in the 
Bifhop's alms-houfes at Bromley-^ where her 
daughter frequently fent her fuch affiftance 
^s her own ceconomy, or die bounty of her 
lady, enabled her to fupply. A few weeks 
before, flic had fent her a note for ten 
pounds; and not apprehending that an en- 
quiry would be made of her, had defired 
her to acknowledge the receipt of it, and 
direfttohcr at Bath, where flie faid her 
lady was with a Mifs Mowbray, 

JLady Ciancarryl, among many expe- 
dients 
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dients to recover traces ofhcrfiftcr, had at 
length recoUefted this widow, and had de- 
fired Mr. Godolphin to make immediate 
enquiry of her. 

He had haftened therefore to Bromley, 
and eafily found the poor woman, who was 
paralytic and almoft childifli. Her letters 
were read for her by one of her neighbours j 
a perfon, who, being prefent at the arrival 
of Mr. Godolphin, immediately found that 
fomething was to be got ; and bufily put 
into his hands the very letter which had 
enclofed the note, and which contained the 
direftion. 

He eagerly copied the addrefs ; and leav- 
ing a handfome prefent for the ufe of the 
old widow, he delayed not a moment to 
fet out for Bath, where he foon found the 
houfe, and where he had enquired for I^ady 
Adellna Trelawny. 

Thefervant of thelioufe who opened the 
door afTured him no fuch perfon was there, 
He fnppofed that for fomc reafon or other 
Ihe was denied j and infilling on being al* 
lowed to go up ftairs, had cntcrecl the room 

G 5 io 
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in the abrupt manner which had fo greatly 
alarmed his fider. 

In hopes of counterafting the fatal efFedls 
of the difcovery which had unavoidably fol- 
lowed this interview, Godolphin was, on his 
return in the afternoon, introduced into the 
dining-room,, which opened into Lady Ade- 
lina*s bed-chamber. The door was a-jar ; 
the partition thin ; and Mrs. ScafFord was 
pretty well affured that the poor patient 
would be heard diftindlly. Godolphin came 
in, pale from the condid of his mind ; and 
all his features expreflfcd anger and forrow, 
with which he fecmed vainly struggling. 
He bowed, and fat down in filence, 

Mrs. Stafford only was in the room j and 
as foon as he was feated, faid, in a low 
voice, yet with forced cheerful nefs— 

Well, Sir, I hope that Mifs Mowbray 
and myfclf have prevailed on you ta 
drop at prefent every other dcfign than 
the truly generous one of healing the 
^' wounded heart of our fair unfortunate 
'' friend.*^ 

[^ And (hall he wJio has wounded it,*** 

flowly 
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flowly and fternly replied Godolphin-^ 
** fhall he who has wounded it fo bafely^ 
*^ efcape me ?" 

At this inftant Lady Adelina,. who had 
been fome time filent, exclaimed haftily— * 
- " Oh ! fparc him ! my dear brother ! 
** and fpare your poor Adelina !. who will 
" not troublc-p^whp will not difgrace yoa 
«' long!" 

'* Where i3 flie ?^' faid Godolphin, ftart^ 
iog— *** Good God ! what is it I hear?" 

*• Your unhappy fifter^" anfwered Mrs, 
Stafford •, " whom the idea, of your detcr- 
** mined vengeance has already driven to 
«* diftraftion." 

Again Lady Adelina fpoke. Her bror 
iher liftened iabreathleisanguifh. 

** Ah !i William !— and are you grown 
^ cruel? You^ on whom I depended for- 
^^ pity and proteftion ?" » 

^* Surely," faid he,. ** furely Ihe knows 
" I am here ?'* 

**^ No/* anfwered Mrs. Stafford,. " flie 
*^ l^nows nothing. But this fear has in« 
** ceflTantly purfued, her y and fmce ftic faw 
^^ you. flie dwells more frequently on it> 

G6 w._>j^f;,__ 
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•• tho* her erring memory fometimcs wan- 
*^ ders to other objefts." 

** It is very true, my Lord V^ cried Lady 
Adelina,with affe£bed calmnefs,her thoughts 
wavering again towards Lord Wefthaven — 

It is all very true ! I have defcrved all 

your reproaches ! I am ready to make 
" all the atonement I can ! Then you will 
" both of you, my brothers, be fatisfied — 
*^ for William has told n>e that if I died 
*' he fhould be content, for then all might 
*> be forgotten/' She ended with a deep 
figh -, and Godolphin, wildly ftarting from 
hU feat, faid — 

'' This is too much ! you cannot expeft 
*^-me to bear this ! — let me go to her !'* 

" Would you go then,'* anfwered Mrs. 
Stafiford, ^' to confirm her fears and to drive 
" her to deeper defperation ? If you fee 
" her, it muft be to foothe and comfort 
•* her*, to aflure her of your forgivenefs, 
" and that you will bury your refentment 
»* againft- " 

" Accurfed ! doubly accurfed be the 
•* infamous villain who has driven her 
^' to this ! And muft I bear ir tamely ! 

*^ OKI 
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Oh ! injured memory of my father !— 
** oh! my poor, undone fifter!" He 
Walked about the room 5 the tears ran from 
his eyes; and Mrs. Stafford, fearing that his 
hurried ftcp and deep fobs would be heard 
by Lady Adelina, determined to bring the 
fcene to a crifis, and not to lofe the influence 
(h^ hoped fhe had gained on his mind. 
She therefore went into the other room, 
and (hutting the door, advanced with a 
fmile towards the lovely lunatic, 

*' What will you fay, my dear Adch'na, 
" if I bring you the beft news you can 
** poffibly hear ?" 

" News !" repeated Lady Adelina, look- 
ing at her with eyes which too plainly 
denoted her unfettled mind — ** News !— 
** Ah ! dear Madam ! I know very well 
*' that all the world is happy but me; 
** and if you arc happy, I am very 

•* glad •, but as to tHe Do you indeed 

^ think it is reafonable I (hould part with 
** him ?" • 

" * With whom ?•' faid Mri. Stafford. 

^ Why, one condition which they infin: 

" upon 
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" upon is, that I (hpuld give up my poor 
*' little one to them, and never aik to fee 
** him again. William was the moft ur- 
** gent for this— William, who ufed to be 
" fo good, fo gentle, fo compaffionate to 
•* every body! Alas! he is now more 
" cruel and relentlcfs than the reft !" 

** So far from it,*' faid Mrs. Stafford, 
** your brother William loves you as much 
«« as ever \ he will come and tcU you fo^ 
" himfclf if you will only be compofed,. 
** and talk lefs ftrangcly." 

*• To fee me /*' exclaimed (he, as if fud- 
denly recovering her recolledtion— " Oh !: 
** when ? — where ?— how ?'* 

But again it forfook her ^ and ihe conti-^ 
nued— 

** Ah 1 he comes perhaps to tell me o€ 
*^ the blood he has fpilt>. and to load mc 
** with reproachcs^ for having obliged hin^ 
*^ to deftroy a friend whom he once loved., 
** If that is indeed fo, why let him come- 
<* and plunge another dagger in .this pooi; 
l^ hearty which.has always loved him !^' 

She 
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She was filent a moment^ and their lan« 
gnidly went on- 

" 1 thought fome time fince that I faw 
•' him, and Mifs Mowbray was with him ; 
^' but it was only a dream, for I know he 
*' is in Jamaica : and when he does come 
*' home, he will harden his heart againft 
«• me — he will be my judge, and fternly 
•* will he judge me — he will forget that he 
** is my brother V* 

" Never 1 my poor Adelina," cried Go- 
dolphin, rulhing into the room, ** never can 
*' I forget that I am your brother — never 
*^ can I ceafe to feel for you compaflion 
•* and tendernefs.'* 

He would have taken her in his arms ; 
but ftruck by the dreadfiil alteration that 
appeared in her face and figure, he ftopt 
ihort, and looking at her with filent hort- 
ror, fecmcd incapable of uttering what he 
felt. 

She knew him ; but could neither fpeak 
or (hcd a tear for fomte moments. At 
length, 0ic held out to him her emaciated 

hand* 

«« It 
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" It IS indeed William ! faid (he. '^ He 
** fcems, too, very forry for me. My dear 

* ■ • 

'* brother, do you then pardon and pity 
" the poor Adelina ?" 

'« Both ! both !" anfwered Godolphin, 
fobbing, and feating hiirifelf by her. He 
threw his arms round her, and her pale 
cheek retted on his bofom, while her eyes 
were fixed on his face. 

*' Stay r* exclainned fee, after a momen- 
tary paufe, and difengagingherfelf fuddenly 
from him — " Stay ! I have yet another 
** queftion, if I dared afk it ! Do you know 
** all ? and have you no blood to anfwer 
"for, on my account: Will you afflirc 
'" me you will not feek it ?'* 

*' For mercy's fake!** faid Mrs. Stafford^ 
-*' fatisfy her, Mr. Godolphin— fatisfy her 
♦* at once — you fee to what iif owing this 
'** alienation of her reafon.'* 

" No," rcafTumed the affllfted Adeliaa, 
'** you need not anfwer me ; I fee you can- 
•* not — will not forgive " 

" Name him not, Adelina !*^ fternly and 
quickly anfwered he — ^* my foul reooils at 
^ '' •* his 
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^ his idea ! I cannot, I will not promifc 
«* any thing !'* 

At this period, Emmeline, who was un- 
willing to truft the fervants in fiich a 
moment, entered with the infant of Lady 
Adelina fleeping in her arms. 
.*' See," faid Mrs. Stafford, ** a little 
•^unfortunate creature, whofe innocence 
" muft furely plead forcibly tb you : he 
" comes to join our intreaties to you to 
" fpare hii mother !" 

Emmeline laid the infant in the lap of 
Lady Adelina, who was yet unable to (hed 
af tear. . Godolphin beheld it with mingled 
horror and pity; but the latter fcntiment 
Itemed to predominate •, and Emmeline, 
whole voice was calculated to go to the 
heart, began to try it's influence i and im-i 
ploring him to be calm, and to promifo 
his-fifteran eternal oblivion of the paft|^(he 
urged every argument that (hould convmce 
him of it's neceflity, and every motive 
that could affcdt his rtafon or his com- 
paffion. . . - 

He gazed on her with reverence and ad- 
^ miration 
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miration while Ihe fpokc, and fcemcd 
greatly afFcftcd by what fhe faid. Animated 
by the hope of fuccefs, her cy» werie light • 
cned up with new brilliancy; and her glow- 
' ing checks and expreffive features became 
more than ever attra£tiv^. A convulfive 
laugh from Lad^ Adelinai interrupted her^ 
ttnd drew the attention of Godolphin en- 
tirely to hift fifter* Emmelioe, who faw 
her reafon again ioffaking heft took the 
fleeping baby from her lap. She had 
hardly done fo, before, trying to rife from 
her chairj (he (hrieked aloud-— for a^gain the 
image of Fitz-Edward^ dying by the. hand 
of her brother, was before her. 

«' See !*' cried fhe, *• fee ! there he liesl 
** he is already expiring ! yet William for* 
** gives him not I What ? would you ftrike 
•* him again ? now I while he is dying ?— 
^^ Go ! cruel, cruel brother V attempting 
to put Godolphin from her — *^ Go !-~ 
•« Oh ! touch me not with thofe polluted 
*Vhands, they are ftained with human 
" blood !'* A convulfive Ihuddcr and a 
deep figh fcemed to '^exhauft all ber re- 

maining 
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maining ftrength, and (he fell back in her 
chair, pale and faint; and with fixed, un- 
ineaniRgeyes, appeared no longer confciouB 
even of the terrors which purfued her. 

But the look of incurable anguifli which 
her features worej the wild import of her 
words; and the fight of the unfortunate 
child, who feemed born only to Ihare her 
wretchednefs \ could not long be beheld 
unmoved by a heart like Godolphin's^ 
which pofiefied all that tendernefs that 
diftinguifhes the truly brave. Again he 
threw hts arms round his fiftefiand fobbing, 
(aid-. 

** Hear me, Adelina— hear me and be 
^^ tranquil ! I will promife to be guided 
** by your excellent friends— I will do 
^^ nothing that (hall give pain to them or 
"to you!'' 

« Thank God !'* exclaimed Emmeline, 
*• that you at laft hear reafon ! Remember 
•* this promife is given to us all.** 

'^ It is,** anfwered Godolphin ; " but 
•^ try to make poor Adelina fenfible of it.** 
She no longer underftogd any thing f but 

with 
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^Itli her eyes fliuc, and her hands clafped 
Ml each (3rher, was at lead quiet. 

" I cannot bear it !" continued Godol-. 
phin*— *' I muft go for a few moments to 
•* recover myfclf !'* He then left the room, 
dcfinng Emmelineto comfort and compofe 
bis fifter, who foon afterwards a(ked haftily 
what was become of him ? 

' Emmelirie, pleafcd to find (he had a clear 
recoHcftion of his having, been with her, 
now told her that he had- moft folemnly 
affurcd them he would think no more of 
fceking Fitz-Edward on account of this un- 
happy affair. As (he feemed ftill^ in fear- 
ful apprehcnfion,' to doubt the reality of 
this promife, Godolphin, who was only in 
the next room with Mrs. Stafford', returned, 
and afTured her of hi§ pity, his forbearance 
and his forgivenefs. 

. After fome farther cflforts on the part of 
Emmeline, and proteftations on that of Go- 
dolphin, tears, which had been long de- 
nied to Lady Adelina, came to her relief. 
She wept, carefled her infant, and blefled 
and thanked her brother and her friends. 

When 
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When capable of recolleftion, fhc kncvf 
that towards thofc whom he had once par- 
doned, he was incapable of reproach or 
vinkindncfs-, and her mind, eafed of the 
fears which had fo long harrafled it, feemed 
to be recovering it*s tone. Still, however, 
the fenfe of her own incurable unhappinefs, 
her own irretrievable unworthinefs, and the 
difgracc of having fullied the honour of her 
family, and given pain to fuch a brother, 
overwhelmed her with grief and confufion; 
while her reafon, as it at intervals returned, 
feryed only'tofhew her theabyfs into which 
Ihe had fallen : and fhe fometimes even 
regretted thofe hours of forgetfulnefs, ^yhen 
ihe pofleffcd not the power of fteady re- 
fieftion, and when the fad reality was ob- 
literated by wild and imaginary horrors. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI 



SOME few days elapfed before there 
was any great alteration for the better 
in Lady AdeHna. But the incellant atten- 
tion of her friends, the foothing pity of her 
brother^ and the (kill of her phyfician, 
ilowly conquered the lurking fever which 
had fo long hung about hers and her intel- 
•lefts, tho' dill difordered at times, were 
more collcfted, and gave reafon to hope 
that (he would foon entirely recover. 

In the mean time Captain Godolphin 
communicated to Mrs. Stafford the refolu- 
tion he had taken about his filter. He 
faid that (he (hould renounce for ever all 
claim on the Trclawny eftate, except only 
the ftipend fettled on her as a confideratjon 
for the fortune flie was to receive at the 
death of the dowager Lady Wefthaven, 
and which was only three hundred a year; 
a fum which he thought made her but a 

paltry 
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paltry and inadequate compenfation for 
having pafled two years in the fociety of 
fuch a man as Trelawny. 

He added, that he had a houfe in the 
Ifle of Wight (almoft all the patrimony 
his father, had been able to give him,) 
where, as his (hip was now out of commif- 
Con, he propofed refiding himfelf; and 
whither he (hould infift upon Lady Ade- 
lina's retiring, without any future attempt 
to fee or correfpond "with Fitz-Edward. 

As to the child, he afked if Mrs Staf- 
ford would have the goodnefs to fee that 
it was taken care of at fome cottage in her 
neighbourhood, 'till he could adjuft mat- 
ters with the Trelawny family, and put an 
end to .all thgfe fears which might tempt 
them to enquire into it's birth ; ^fter which 
jie faid he would take it to his own houfe, 
and call it. a fon of his own ; a precaution 
that would throw an obfcurity over the 
truth which would hardly ever be re- 
moved, when none were particularly iu- 
terefted to remove it. 

Thefe defi^us he defired Mrs. Stafford 

to 
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to communicate to Lady Adelina ; and as 
flie was obliged to return home in two days, 
flic took the earlieft opportunity of doing 
fo. 

To the conditions her brother offered. 
Lady Adelina thought herfelf moft happy 
to confent. The little boy was immediately 
baptized by the name of William Godol- 
phin, and his unfortunate mother now began 
to flatter herfelf that her dif^ibrous hiftory 
might be concealed even from her elder 
brother, Lord Weftbaven; of whofe indig- 
nation and refentment fhe had ever the 
moft alarming apprehenfions. But while 
the hope of efcaping them by her brother 
William's generous compaffion, gave to 
her heavy forrows fome alleviation, they 
were renewed with extreme poignancy by 
the approaching feparation from her inefti- 
mable friends. Mrs. Stafford could no 
longer delay her return to her family; and 
Emmeline, who now faw Lady Adelina 
out of danger and in the protcftion of her 
brother, was defirous of accompanying her 
back to Woodfield. 

Lady 
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Liody Adelina ineffedualiy tried to bear 
this early departure with fome degree of 
fortitude and refolution. Nor was it her 
heart alone that felt defolate and unhappy 
at it's approach—That of her brother, had 
received an imprefllon from the mental and 
perfonal perfections of Emmeline, which 
being at firfl: deep, had foon become inde- 
lible*, and ignorant of her engagement, he 
bad indulged it till he found it no longer 
poflible for him to forbear making her the 
firfl: objeft of his life, and that the value 
of his exiftence depended wholly on 
her. 

Emmeline was yet quite unconfcious of 
this : but Mrs. Stafford had feen it almoft 
from the firft moment of her feeing Godol- 
phin. In their frequent converfation, fhe 
obferved that the very name of Emmeline 
had the power of fafcination •, that he was 
never weary of hearing her praifes ; that 
whenever he thought himfelf unobferved, 
his eyes were in purfuit of her; while 
fondly gazing on her face, he feemed to 

Vol. IIL H drink 
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drink deep draughts of intoxicating paf- 

» 

fion. 

Mrs. Stafford, who knew what ardent 
ajid fatal love, fuch excellence of per(bn 
and underftanding might produce in a 
heart fufceptible of all their power, was 
alarmed for the happinefs of this amiable 
man 5 and with regret faw him nourifhing 
an affeftion which fhe thought muft be en- 
tirely hopelefs, 

Thefe apprehenfions, every hour*s obfer- 
vation encreafed. Yet Mrs. Stafford deter- 
mined not to communicate them to Em- 
mclinCi but to put an end to the flattering 
delufion which led on Godolphin to in- 
dulge his paffion, by telling him, as foon 
as poffible, of the engagement Emmeline 
had formed with Mr. Delamefe. 

Accident foon furnilhcd her with an op- 
portunity. While they were all fitting to- 
gether after dinner, a packet of letters was 
brought in, and among others which were 
forwarded to Mrs. Stafford from Wood- 
field, was one for Emmeline. 

Mrs. Scafforc' 
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Mrs. StafFord gave it to her, faying-— 



cc 



From France, by the poft mark ?" 

Emmeline replied that it was. She 
changed colour as flie opened it. 

*' From Mr. Delamere?" enquired Mrs. 
Stafford. 

*' No/' anfwered (he, " it is from Lady 
*' Wefthaven. Your brother and her 
•* Ladylhip are well," continued flie, aJ- 
drefllng herfelf to Mr. Godolphin, •* and 
" are at Paris; where they propofe (laying 
** till Lady Montreville and Mifs Dela- 
" mere join them as they come to Eng- 
« land.*' 

** And when are they expedted ?" faid 
Godolphin. 

** In about a month," replied Emmeline. 
*• But Lord and Lady Wefthaven do not 
** propofe to return 'till next fpring — they 
** only pafs a few days all together at 
« Paris." 

•^ And where is Mr. Delamere wander- 
*' ing to ?*' fignificantly and fmilingly aflced 
Mrs. Stafford. 

*' Lady Wefthaven fays only," anfwered 

H 2 Emmeline, 
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Emmelinc, blufliing and carting down her 
eyes, " that he has left Lady Montreville, 
** and is, they believe, gone to Geneva.*' 

** However," reaffumed Mrs. Stafford, 
** we (hall undoubtedly fee him in England 
^ in March.'* 

Emmeline, inftill greater embarraflment, 
anfwered two or three other queftions which 
Godolphin afked her about his brother, and 
foon after left the room. 

Godolphin, who faw there was fomething 
relative to Delamere with which he was un- 
acquainted, had a confufed idea imme- 
diately occur to him of his attachment : 
and the pain it gave him was fo acute, that 
he wifhed at once to know whether it was 
well founded. 

Why does Mr. Delamere certainly re- 
turn in March ?" faid he, addreffing 
himfelf to Mrs. Stafford, '^ rather than 
*^ with his mother ?'' 

" To fulfil his engagement," gravely 
and coldly replied fhe. 

•' Of what nature is it ?'* afked he. 

Mrs. Stafford then related the hiftory of 

Delamere's 
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Delamere's long and violent paffion for Em- 
meline ; and the reluctant confcnt he had 
wrung from Lord and Lady Montrcville, 
together with the promife obtained from 
Mifs Mowbray, 

While Mrs. Stafford was making this 
recital, ftefaw, by the variations of Godol- 
phin*s countenance, that (he had too truly 
gucfled the ftate of his heart. Exprefllve 
as his features were, it was not in his power 
to conceal what he felt in being convinced 
that he had irrecoverably fixed his afFeftions 
on a woman who was the detained wife of 
another : and awaking from the foft vifions 
which Hope had offered, to certain defpon- 
dcnce, he found himfelf too cruelly hurt to'' 
be able to continue the converfation j and 
after a few faint efforts, which only betrayed. 
his internal anguifh, he hurried away. 

Such, however, was the opinion Mrs. 
Stafford conceived of his honour and his ^ 
iii)derftanding, that fhe had no apprehcnfion 
that he would attempt imparting to the 
heart of Emmeline any portion of that pain 
with which his own was penetrated ; and 

H 3 flie 
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(he hoped that abfcnce and refkftion, to* 
gcther with the conviftion of it's being 
hopekfe, would conquer this infant paflion 
btfore it could gather ftrength wholly to 
ruin his repofe. 

She was glad that their departure was fo 
Dear •, and baitened it as much as poflible. 
The fhort interval was pafled in mournful 
filence on the part of Godolphin— on that 
of Lady Adelina, in tears and regret ; while 
Emmeline, who washerfelffenfible of great 
pcin in the approaching parting, ftruggltd 
to appear chearful ; and Mrs. Stafford at- 
tempted, tho* without much fuccefs, to re- 
concile them all to a feparation which was 
become as neceflary as it was inevitable. 

At length the hired coach in which they 
were to return to Woodfield was at the 
door. 

Lady Adelina, unable to fpeak to cither 
of them, brought her little boy in her arms, 
and paflionately kiffing him, gave him into 
thofe of Emmeline. Then taking a hand of 
each of her friends, (he prefTed them to her 
throbbing heart, and haftcned to conceal 

the 
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the violence of her forrow in her own 
room. 

Godolphin approached to take leave. 
He kiflfed the hand of Mrs. Stafford, and 
inarticulately .exprefled his thanks for her 
goodnefs to his (ifter. 

'* I know,'* continued he, *' I need not 
'' recommend to you this poor infant : the 
•' fame generofuy which prompted you to 
^* fave his mother, will effedually plead 
** for him, and fecure for him your pro- 
^ tedion 'till I can take him to that of his 
*' own family. And you, Mifs Mowbray," 
faid he, turning to Emmeline and taking 
her hand — *^ moft amiable, loveli^ft of hu- 
** man creatures ! where (hall I find word^ 
** to thank you as I ought ?'* 

His emotion wa§ too great for utterance. 
Emmeline felt it but too fenfibly; and 
haftening into the coach to hide how much 
fbe was herl'clf affedled, (he could only 
fay— 

. *« AH happinefs attend you, Sir! Re- 
«^ mind Lady Adelina of my hopes of fooa 
f^ hearing from her.'* 

H 4 Mrs, Stafford 
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Mrs. Stafford being then fcatcd, and the 
fcrvant who had been hired to attend'tliel 
irifant foriotving her, the cdach drove fit)'m 
the* door. Godoiphirr purftred it with hiB 
eyes to the end of the ftrect ; and then, as 
if deprived of all that made life defirable, 
he gave himfelf tip to languor and defpbn^ 
dence?, afraid of cxanfiinfng his own heart, 
leaft Ms reafon (hould condemn an incli- 
natiop^ which, however hopelefs, he could 
not refolve to conquer. 

Eut while he fovind charms in the indul- 
gence of hfs unhappy love, he deterrttined 
never to difturb the peace of it's objcdb ; 
but rather to fuffcr in filence, than to give 
pain to a( heart fo generous and fenfible as 
hcr's, merely for the melancholy pleafure 
of knowing that Ihe pitied him. 

As foon as Lady Adelina could bear the 
journey, they departed together to his houfe 
in the Ifle of Wight ; where he left her, and 
went in fearch of Mrs. Bancraft, the fifter 
of Trelawny, of whom he enquired where 
Trelawny himfelf might be found. 

This woman, apprehenfiye that he medi- 

ditated 
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tated a reconciliation between heV brother 
and his wife, which it was fo much her 
intereft to prevent, refufcd for feme time 
to give him the information he defired. 
Having however at length convinced her 
that he had no wifh to renew a union which 
had been produftive only of mifery to his 
filler, (he told him that Mr. Trelawny was 
returned to England, and lived at a houfc 
hired in the name of her hufband, a few 
miles from London. 

There Godolphin fought him; and found 
the unhappy man funk into a ftate of per- 
petual and unconfcious intoxication ; in 
which Bancrafr, the hulband of his fitter, 
encouraged him, forefceing that it muft 
foon end in his for/3 being poflcflcd of an 
income, to which the meanncfs of his own 
origin, and former condition, made him 
look forward with anxious avidity. 

It was difficult to make Trelawny, fink- 
ing into ideotifm, comprehend either who 
Godolphin was, or the purport of his bufi* 
ncfs. But Bancrafr, more alive to his own 
intereft, prefently underftood, that on con- 

H 5 dition 
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dition of his entering* into bonds of fepara^ 
tion. Lady Adelina would relinquifh the 
greater part of her claim on the Trelawny 
cftate ; and he undertook to have the deeds 
figned as foon as they could be drawn up. 
In a few days therefore Godolphin faw Trc- 
lawny's part of them compleated ; and re- 
turned to Lady Adelina, fatisfied in having 
releafed her from an engagement, which, 
fince he had fecn Trelawny, had rendered 
her in his eyes an objeft of tenderer pity ; 
and in having acquitted himfelf according 
to his ftrift fenfe of honour, by caiifing her 
to relinquifli all the advantages Trelawny's 
fortune offered, except thoie to which (he 
had an abfolute right. 

This affair being adjufled, he again re* 
figned himfelf to the mournful but pleafing 
contemplations which had occupied him 
ever fince he had heard of Emmeline's 
engagement. While Lady Adelina, whofe 
intelledls were now reftored, but who was 
loft in profound melancholy, fiw too evi- 
dently the ftate of her brother's heart ; and 
could not but Iii-^ent that his tendernefs 

for 
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fbr her had been the means of involving him 
iti a paffion, which the great merit of it*s 
obje£l:, and his* own fenfibility, convinced 
her muft be incurable. 

The letters of Emmeline were the only 
confolation fhe was capable of receiving. 
They gave her favourable accounts of her 
childj and of the continued affcdtion of 
her ineftimable friends. Whenever one of 
thefe letters was brought, Godol^hin ea« 
gerly watched her while ihe was ^reading 
it; and then^ faultering and impatient, 
alked if all were well ; and If Mr. Dela« 
mere was yet returned ?; She fomctimes 
gave him the letters to perufe i after which 
he generally fell into long abfcnce^ broken 
only by deep drawn and involuntary fighs 
-«^Symptoms which Lady Ad^lin^ knew 
too well to doubt of (he cauiCf 

In the .mean tim« Mrs* Stafford and 
Emmeline vi/Ite/d every day their jnnocenc 
charge^.who pafled for the child of one of 
Emmcline'fi friends gone to (he Wipftlndies. 
Emmeline iofenfibly gf? w fo fond of him, 
ihat flic was uneafy if any accident, pre- 

vcprcU 



vented her daily vifit; and her friend 
fometimes laughingly reproached her with 
the robbery little William committed on 
her time. 

When they were alone, their conver- 
fation frequently turned on Lady Adelina 
and her brother. The fubjeft, tho* me- 
lancboty, was ever a favourite with them 
both ; and perhaps the more fo becaufe 
it led them to mournfol refledions-— for 
Mrs. Stafford was unhappy, and Emme- 
Hne-was not gay^ nor were her fpirits 
greatly heightened by finding that in fpite 
of herfelf (he thought as much of the 
brother as the filler^' and with a degree of 
foftnefs and complacency which could not 
be favourable to her happinefs. 

When fhe firft difcovered in Godolphin 
thofe admirable qualities of heart and un- 
derftattding which he fo eminently pof- 
fcfled, fhe alked herfelf whether flie might 
indulge the adiTMration t-hey excited with- 
out prejudice to him whom (he confidered 
as her hu(band? And (bfe fancied that 
(he might fafely give him that efteemy' 

which 
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"which his tendernefs to his unhappy fifter, 
the fofcncf« of his manners, the elegance of 
his mind, arid the generofiey of his heart, 
could hardly fail of extorting from the moft 
indifferent obferver. 

But infenfibly his idea obtruded itfelf 
alarmingly on her imagination; and flic 
determined to attempt to forget him, and 
no longer to allow any partiality to rob Dc« 
lamere of that pure and fincere attach- 
ment with which he would expeft her to 
meet him at the altar. Ic was now long^ 
fince fhe had heard from him *, but flie ac- 
counted for it by fuppofmg that he was- 
rambling about, and (he knew that letters 
were frequently lolL 

It was at this time fomething more than, 
two years fince they had firft met at Mow^. 
bray Cafllk, and in a. few weeks Dela- 
mere would complete his twenty-firftr 
ycar-j^a period to which Lord Monirc^- 
villc had long looked forward with anxiousn 
folicitude* And now he could not but* 
think with bitteme.fs that his fon would . 
nOt^ be prcfent to animate tlie joy ofj his 

dependants 
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dependants at this period ; but was kept 
in another country, in the vain hope of 
extinguifliing a paffion which could not 
be indulged without rendering abortive 
all the pains his Lordlhip had taken to 
rcftore his family to the eminent rank it 
had formerly borne in his country. 

To Sir Richard Crofts, his fons had 
communicated the fuccefs of thofe plans, 
by which they had fown, in the irritable 
mind of Delanicre, jealoufy and millruft 
of Eknmeline; and he failed not to ani- 
mate and encourage their endeavours, 
while -he tjfed his power over the mind of 
Lord Montreville to limit the bounty 
and leflen the affeftion his Lordfhip was 
difpofed to fhew her as the daughter of his 
brother. 

• She received regularly her quarterly 
payment, but (he received no* more; and 
rnftead of hearing, on thofe occafions, 
from Lord Montreville himfelf, fhe had 
twice only a methodical letter from Mad^ 
dox, the London fteward. 

' This might, however, bef merely acci^^* 

dental ; 
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dental J and Emmeline was far from fup- 
pofing that her uncle was eftranged from 
her ; nor could Ihe guefs that the malice 
of Mrs. Aftiwood, and the artifices of the 
Crofts', had occafioned that eftrangement. 
Lord Montreville rather connived at 
than participated in their ungenerous pro- 
ceedings ; and as if fearful of trufting his 
own ideas of integrity with a plan which 
fo evidently militated againll them, he 
was determined to take advantage of their 
endeavours, without enquiring too mi- 
nutely into their juftice or candour. Sir 
pilchard had alfured him that Mr. Dcla- 
mere was in a great meafure weaned from 
his attachment ; and that Mr. Crofts was 
almoft fure, that if their meeting cotrid 
be prevented for a few months longer, 
there would be nothing more to fear from 
this long and unfortunate prepofleflion. 
' Crofts himfelfv who had at length torn 
himfelf from his bride to pave the way 
for his being received by her family as her 
bufband, foon appeared, and confirmed 

all 
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all this. He told Lord Montreville that ' 
Delamere had cortccived fufpicions of Em- 
fiieline's conduft, (tho' he knew not from 
what caufe) that had at firft excited the 
mod uneafy jealoufy, but which had at 
length fubfided with his love ; that he had 
regained his fpirits ; and, when he left his 
mother and fifter, feemed refolved to 
make a vigorous effort to expel from his^ 
mind a paflion he was alhamed of having 
*fo long indulged. 

In faying all this. Crofts rather attended 
to what his Lordfhip wiflied to hear, than 
to what was really the truth. He knew 
that a meeting between Delamere and 
Emmeline \tould probably at once explain 
alt the unworthy artifices which had been 
ufed to divide them, and render thofe ar- 
tifices abortive. He theretore told Lord 
Montreville, that to prevent all probability 
of a relapfe, it would be advifablc to re- 
move Emmeline to fome place where De- 
lamere could not meet her : and his Lord 
fliip, forgetting at once all the obligations 

he 
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he owed her, thought only of following 
this advice. 

Embarrafled, however,^ hin^felf with 
public bufinefs, he was unable to give tO' 
thefe domeftic politics all the attention 
which' they demanded. He threw himfelf 
mart than ever into the power of the 
Crofw*, to whore policy he left it to contrive 
the meanSf between the months of Novem- 
ber and Marchy of raifing an invincible 
barrier between his fon and his niece. 

Tho* Dclamcre*s being of age encrcafed* 
the difficulties of this undertaking, Crofts 
having no fcruples about the methods he 
was to purfue, had no doubt of accom- 
plifhing his end : and to (limulate his en« 
deavours, he needed only the particular 
advantages which would accrue to himfelf 
from the pardon and reception which he 
hoped to obtain from tx)rd Montrevillc 
and his family. 

Every engine therefore that ambitior;, 
avarice, malice and cunning could employ, 
was now put in motion againft the cha- 

^after 
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rader and the peace of the unprotedcd 
and iinfufpicious Emmcline. 

In confcious innocence and uofullied 
purity, fhe dreamed not that ihe had an 
enemy on earth 5 for of Mrs. Afhwood, . 
now Mrs. James Crofts, Ihc only remem- 
bered that fhe had once been obliged to 
her. . The little, malicious envy which had 
given her fome pain at the time it was 
(hewn, (he now no longer recolkdledj 
and tho' fhe always, continued to diilike 
James Crofts, yet his impertinence (he had 
forgiven, and had written in the ufual 
form to congratulate them both on their 
marriage. 

Of Dclamere, (he heard nothing; but 
imputing his filence to his frequent change 
of place, (he conceived no anger againft 
him on that account; and ftill felt herfelf 
bound to keep from her mind, as much as 
poflible, the intruftvc image of Godolphin» 
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CHAPTER VII. 



WHATEVER rcfolution Emmtline 
might form to drive from her 
heart thofe dangerous partraliries which 
would be fatal to her repofe, fhe found it 
impoflible to be accomplifhed while Lady 
Adelina's frequent letters fpoke only of the 
generous tendcrnefs and excellent qualities 
of her broiher. Ofwhatclfe, indeed, could 
(he fpeak, in a folitude where his goodntfs 
made all her confolation and his converfa- 
tion all hcrpleafure? where he dedicated 
to her all his time, and thought of pro- 
curing for her every alleviation to her re* 
tirement which books and domeftic amuft^. 
ments afforded? while he taught her ftill 
to refpeft herfelf ; and by his unwearied 
friendfhip convincing her that (he had ftill 
much to lofe, made her life receive in her 
own eyes a value it would otherwife have 
loft J and prevented her relapfing into that 

unhappy 
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unhappy ftate of felf- condemnation which 
makes the fufFerer carelcfs of the future. 
He thought, that fituated as fhe was, foli- 
tude was her only choice ; but to render it 
as happy as her circumftances allowed, was 
his continual care : and tho' opprclfive 
forrow ftill lay heavy on her heart ; tho' it 
ftill ached with tendernefs and regret to- 
wards an objedl whom (hehadfwornto think 
of, tofpcak of no morc] her gratitude and 
afFedion towards her brother were as lively, 
a<8 if it*s acute feelings had never felt the 
benumbing hand of defpair. 

In the total feqneftration from the world 
in which fhe lived, (lie had no other topic 
to dwell upon than her brother, and fhe 
gave it all it's force. Perfedtly acquaiated, 
however, with Emmeline's engagements, 
fhe never ventured to mention the pafTion 
which fhe was too well afTurcd Godolphin 
felt ; but fhe flill, almofl unknown to her- 
felf, chcriflied a lurking hope that her con- 
nexion with Delamere might bediflblved, 
and that her lovely friend was deflincd to 
blefs her beloved brother. 

This 
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This diftant hope was warm enough to 
animate her pen in his praife ; and Emme- 
line, tho* every letter fhe received made on 
her mind a deeper impreifion of the merit 
of Godolphin, yet found fuch painful pica- 
fure in reading them, that flie was unhappy 
if at the ufual periods they did not regularly 
arrive. 

She tried to perfuade herfelf, that the 
fatisfadion (he felt in reading thefe letters 
arofe purely from the delight natural to 
every uncorruptcd mind in contemplating 
a charafter honourable to human nature. 
But accuftomed to examine narrowly her 
own heart, (he could not long impofe upon 
herfelf; and notwithftanding all her en- 
deavours to ftifle it, (he ftill found the idea 
of Godolphin mixing itfclf with all her 
thoughts, and embittering the profpeft of 
her certain marriage with Delamere. 

In the anfwers Emmelinc gave her friend, 
fhe related whatever (he thought Jikcly to 
amufe the fair reclufej gave a regular ac- 
count of her little charge; but avoided 

punfti- 
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punftilioufly the Icaft mention of Fitz- Ed- 
ward. 

Fitz-Edward had received from Mrs. 
Stafford an account of all that had paffed 
at Bath^ except the pains which had been 
taken to prevent any meeting between him ' 
and Godolphin. But notwithftanding her 
cautious filence on that head, Fitz-Edward, 
who knew Godolphin well, could hardly 
be perfuaded not to infifl: on his taking his 
chance of depriving him of a life which he 
faid he had dcfcrved to lofe, and could 
little brook being fuppofed to hold on 
courtefy. Nothing but his confideration for 
the unhappy Lady Adelina prevented his 
purfuing the fanguinary projects that agi- 
tated his mind. To her peace he owed it 
to conquer them: and while he was yet 
ftruggling againft that fenfe of honour 
which impelled him to give Godolphin 
imaginary' reparation, by allowing him an 
opportunity of putting an end to his ex- 
iftencc or lofing his own, his brother, Lord 
Clancarryl, wrote to defire his attendance in 
Ireland on fome family bufinefs of im- 
portance ; 
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portance; a fummons, which after feme 
hefitation, Mrs. Stafford and Mifs Mowbray 
prevailed with him to obey- 
Before he went, his eager and affefting 
entreaties prevailed on Mrs. Stafford to let 
him fee his fon, whom he embraced with 
an ardour of affeftion of which the fair 
friends believed fo gay and fafhionable a 
man incapable. 

The errors of Fitz-Edward, however, 
were not thofe of the heart. Among the 
difiipation of falhion and the indulgences 
of libertinifm, his heart was ftill fenfibl^, 
and his integrity retrievable. He felt, 
therefore, with great keennefs, the injury 
he had done Lady Adellna ; and defirous 
of making all the reparation he could to 
the infant, he again placed in the hands of 
Emmeline, a will by which he made it his 
heir, and recommended it to the proteftion 
of Godolphin, whom he befought to con- 
fider as his nephew, the fon of a man whom 
he had once loved, and who had dearly 
paid for having forfeited all claim to his 
friendihip. When he was departed, no- 
thing 



thing feemed likely to interrupt the tran* 
quillity of Emm:line but her encreafing 
apprehenfions for Mrs. Stafford and her 
children. The derangement of Stafford's 
affairs, and his wife's unavailing efforts to 
Ward off the ruin which he feemed obfti- 
nately bent on incurring, were every day 
more vifiblc : while his capricious and 
unreafonable temper, and a ftrange opinion 
of his own fagacity, which would never al- 
low him to own himfclf in the wrong, made 
him feek to load his wife with the blame 
of thofe misfortunes which he had volunta- 
rily fought, and now as obdurately refufed 
to avoid while it was yet in his power. 

Mrs, Stafford, who faw too plainly that 
the deftruftion of their fortune which (he 

• 

had fo long dreaded was now with hafty 
ftrides advancing, yet endeavoured to con- 
vince him of his infatuation ; but he ftill 
improved his houfe and garden, ftill 
fchemed away all the money he could 
raife or gain credit for, and ftill repaid with 
rudenefsand infult her anxious folicitude to 
fave him. 

In 
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In Emmeline, (he ever found pity and 
tendcrnefs ; but pity and tendernefs was all 
flie had to bellow. The affairs of Stafford 
required inteireft and money ; and Emme- 
line could command neither. Lxird Mon- 
trevillc now took no other notice of her, 
than to remit her quarterly ftipcnd by the 
hands of his fteward ; and tho' he had pro- 
mifed to double it, that promife yet re- 
mained unfulfilled. 

It was at this time near the end of No- 
vember, and the mornings were cold and 
gloomy : but Emmeline, however deli- 
cate in her frame, had a conftitution which 
had* not, by early and falfe indulgences, 
been unfitted for the duties of life ; and 
to pcrfonal inconvenience (he was always 
indifferent when the fervice of thofe (he 
loved engaged her to brave fatigue or cold. 
She therefore ftill continued her morning 
vifit to Woodbury Foreft, where (he gene- 
rally paft an hour with little William ; and 
in his improving features and interefting 
fmiles, loved to trace his refemblance to his 
mother. Lady Adelina was very like her 

YoL. III. I brother ; 
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brother ; and the little boy was not the lefs 
tenderly careffed for the fimilitude (lie fa>y 
to them both. 

The appearance of rain had one morning 
detained her at home later than ufuaL She 
went, however, about eleven o'clock ; and 
was bufied in playing with the infant, who 
began now to know her, and was therefore 
more attraftive, when, while flie yfct held 
iiim in her arms, (he heard the woman of 
the houfe, who was in the butward room^ 
fuddenly exclaim— " Indeed, Sir, you can* 
** not go in — pray*— I beg your honour!'* 
Xhere was hardly time for Emmeline to 
feel furprife at this buftle, before the doof 
openedi and Delamerc ftood before her ! 
In his countenance was an expreflion com* 
pounded of rage, ficrcenefs and dcfpair> 
which extorted from Emmeline an involun- 
tary (hriek ! Unable to arifc, (he remained 
Inotionlcfs in her chair, clafping the baby 
to her bofom : Delamerfe feemcd trying to 
ftifle his anger in contempt j vengeance, 
difdain, and pride, were ftiUggling for fu- 
pcriority : while with his eyes fternly turned 



upon 
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upon Emmeline^ and fmiling indignantly^ 
he exclaimed—^* Till I faw this———** 
inarticulately and trcmuloufly he fpokc— • 
." till I fam this, all the evidence they 
*' brought me was infufficient to cure my 
•* blind attachment. But now— oh ! in- 
*• famy—madnefs— damnation ! It is then 
^^ poffiblc — It is then true ! But what is it 
•^ to me ? Torn — torft for ever from this 
" outraged heart — 'never, never (hall llw 
** fight blaft me again!— But what?" con* 
tinued he, fpeaking with more quicknefk, 
" what ? for Fitz-Edward ! for the infk* 
'• mous plunderer of his friend's happinefs ! 
•* However, Madam, on you I intrude no 
*• longer. Oh !— loft—loft— wretched !"— 
He could not go on ; but in the fpeechlefs 
agony of contending paffions he leaned his 
head againft the frame of the door near 
which he ftood, and gazed wildly on Em* 
meline ; who, pale as death, and trembling 
like a leaf, ftill fat before him unable to re- 
call her fcattered fpirits. 

He waited a moment, gafping for breath, 
and as if he had ftill fomc feeble cxpeAa- 

I % tion. 
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tion of hearing her fpeak* -But the child 
^hich the held in her arms was' like a 
bafiliik to his fight, and made in his 0{h- 
nion all vindioatioh impoffiWe* Again con^ 
yiftion appeared to drive him to defpera- 
tion ; and looking in a frantic manner round 
the room, as if entirely bereft of reafon, he 
^afhed his hands furioufly againft his head> 
and running, or rather flying out of the 
iioufe, be immediately xitfappeared. 

In terror and aftonifliment, Emmeline 
remained immovable and fpeechlefs. She 
almoft doubted whether this was any other 
than a fearful dream, 'till the woman of the 
houfe, apd the maid who attended on the 
child, ran into the room frightened — 
*^ Lord! Madam,'* cried the woman^ 
" what is the matter widi the young gen- 
'' tleman ?'' 

•* I know not)" anfwered Enjmeline, 
faintly—" I know not ! Where is he now ?'' 

'^ He's run away into the wood again 
** like any mad," anfwered the woman. 

*^ And from whence," enquired Emme- 
line, '^did he come ?" 

*' Why> 
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" Why, Mifs/* faid (he, •' I was a going 
" out crofs our garden to hang out my 
** cloaths ; fo up a coaics to the hedge 
*• fide, an a fays — Good woman, pray be'nt 
" here a lady here as comes froiA Wood- 
'* field ? one Mifs Mowbray ? — I thought 
" how he looked oddifti as 'twere about 
" the eyes ; but howfever thinking no 
" harm, I fays yes. So he runs up to the 
*^ door, and I called to un, to fay as Td 
'^ come in and let you know ; but before I 
'* could get thro* the wicket, whilk he was 
" in the kitchen ; then I tried agin to flop 
** un, but I were as good try to flop the 
" wind/' 

The agitation and uncafinefs of Emme- 
line encreafed rather than fubfided. She 
looked fo pale, and with fo much difficulty 
drew her breath, that the women were 
alarmed leaft (he Ihould faint : and one of 
them perfuaded her to fwallow fomething, 
while the other ran out to fee if the perfon 
who had fo terrified her was yet in fight. 
But no traces of him were vifible : and 
after a few moments,. Emmeline recalling 

I 3 hor 
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her prefcncc of mind, and feeling proudly 
confcious of her own innocence and inte- 
grity, recovered in fome degree her fpirits 
and refolution. 

That Delamerc fhould be in England 
did not greatly aftonifli tho* it grieved her ; 
but that he (hould have conceived fuch 
ftrange fufpicions of her and Fitz- Edward, 
equally furprifed and diftrefled her ; fince, 
had Ihe an opportunity of undeceiving him, 
which he did not feem willing to allow her, 
(he could not relate the truth hut by be- 
traying the confidence of her unfortunate 
friend, and embittering that life (he had in- 
curred fuch hazards to prefer ve. As foon 
as ihe had apparently recovered from the 
ihock of this abrupt intrufion, Ihe was defi- 
rous oi returning to Wood6eld ; anxious 
to know if Delamere had been there, or by 
what means he had been enabled to find her 
at the cottage in the foreft* The women, 
who fancied the gentleman they had feea 
yas a lunatic who might lay in wait to 
hurt heron her way home, would not fuffer 
her to fet out 'till they had called a wood- 
cutter 
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cutter from the foreft to accompany her. 
Then, flowly and with difilculty, (he re- 
turned home ; where (he heard from Mrs, 
Stafford that Delamerc had neither been 
there or fent thither. This information en- 
creafed her wonder and her difquict. She 
related to Mrs. Stafford the diftreffing in* 
terview of the morning ; who, having feen 
frequent inftances of thofe excefles of which 
Delamerc wai capable, heard the reUtion 
u^ith concern and ipprehenfigni 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



SOME days were paired by Emmellue 
in painful conjedures on what meafures 
Delamere would take, and in uncertainty 
.what (he ought to do herfelf. Sometimes (he 
thought of writing to Lord MontreviUe; 
but agalnft that Mrs. Stafford rcmonftrated j • 
rcprcfenting, that as fhc was undoubtedly 
the injured pcrfoni in having been infultcd 
by fufpicions fo unworthy, (he fhould leave 
it wholly to Delamere to difcover and re- 
cant his error ; which, if he rcfufed on 
cooler reflcdion to do, (he would be for- 
tunate in efcaping from an engagement 
with a man who had fo little command of 
his own temper, fo little reliance on her 
principles, as to be driven on a mere fuf- 
picion into rudenefs and infult. 

Greatly mortified at finding it poffible 
for Delamere to think fo injuriou^y of her, 
and deprefled by a thoufand uneafy appre- 

henfionsj 
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hcnfions, (he yielded implicitly to the 
counfel of her friend. But of her coun- 
fel and confolation flie was now on the 
point of being deprived: Stafford, who 
had been fome time in London, fent an ex- 
prefs to fetch his wife thither a few days 
after the interview between Emmeline and 
Delamere. His affiiirs were now growing 
dcfpcrate: James Crofts demanded im- 
mediate payment of a fum of money be- 
longing to his wife, that was left her by her 
father, and which fhe had 'till now fuffered 
to remain in the hands of her brother. 
Stafford had made no provilion to pay it : 
his boundlefs profufion had diffipated all 
the ready money he could command ; and 
this claim of his fifter*s, which Jam« Crofts 
fcemed determined to urge, would he knew* 
be the fignal for every other creditor to be- 
fet him with demands lie had no means of 
difchargiog, ' 

Tho' Mrs, Stafford had long tho* valaly^' 
implored him to ftop in his wild career, and 
had rcprefented to him all the evils which 
were now about to overtake him, Ihe could 
not fee their near approach without aM at- 

1 5 \scc^ 
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tempt again to rdfcue him. And he was 
accuftomed in every difficulty to have re- 
courfe to her; tbo' while he felt iK)ne, he 
fcorned and even relented her efforts to 
keep them at a diilance. He now fancied 
that her application might pnevaii on 
James Crofts to drop a fuk he had com- 
menced a^LoA: him ; (he haftily therefore 
ifet out for London ; leaving to Emmeiine 
the care of her children ; who promi&d^ by 
the utcnoft attention to them^ to obviate 
part of the inconvenience of £uch a jour- 
ney* 

It was unhappily, however, not only in- 
convenient but fruitlels. Mr* and Mrs* 
James Crofts were inexorable. The fuk 
was tried 4 Stafford was caft; and nothing 
remained for him but either to pay the 
money or to be expofed to the hazard of 
lofing his property and his liberty. His 
conduft had fo much injured his credit, 
that to borrow, k was impoffible. Mrs. 
Stafford attempted therefore to diveft her- 
felf of part of her own fortune to aflift him 
with the money: but her truftecs were 

not 
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pot to be moved ; and nothiag but delpair 
i^eqied dafkening noimd the head of the 
unfortunate Stafford* 

Mrs. Stafford faw too evidently that to 
be in the power of James Crofts, was to 
trufl to avarice^ meannefs and malignity-; 
^d (he trembled to refled that her hufband 
was now wholly at his mercy. The addi/- 
tional motives he had to ufe that power 
figorouily (be knew not : (he was ignorant 
thst the bufine(s had fo eagerly been 
pu(hed to a crifis, not merely by the avidity 
4of James Crofts to poflTefs the money, but 
^fo by the diredions of Sir Richard» who 
hoped by tliis means to drive the family 
mih whom Emmeline refided to another 
^country ; where Ddamere might (ind ac* 
<:ers to her fo difficult, that he might never 
have an opportunity of explaipfng the caufc 
-Off his e(brangement, or of heariiig her vin- 
4icationt 

It was now that Mrs. Stafford remem- 
bered the frequent offers of fervice which 
(he had repeatedly received from Lord 
Montreville; and to him (he determined 

li to 
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10 apply. She hoped that he might be in-* 
duced to influence the Crofts* family to 
give Mr. Stafford time, and to dcfift from 
the violence and precipitation with' which 
they purfued him. She even fancied that 
his Lx)rd(hip would be glad of an oppor- 
tunity fo eafily to realize thofe offers he had 
fo liberally 4iiade ; and full of thefe ex- 
peftations, fhe prepared to become a foli* 
citrefs for favours to a ftatefman. She felt 
humbled and mortified at the cniel neceffity 
that compellcid her to it; but her children's 
intereft conquering her reludfance, (he ad- 
drefled a letter to Lord Montreville, and 
received a. very polite J'ftnfwer^ in which he 
defired the honour of feeing her at two 
o^clock the following day ; an hour, when 
hefaid helhouldbeentirelydifengaged. She 
might as well, however, have attended at his 
levee; for tho* pundlual to the hour when 
he was to be difengaged, (he found two 
rooms adjoining to that where his Lord- 
fiiip was, occupied by a variety of figures ; 
fome of v/hofe faces, were faces of negocia- 
tion and equality, but more, whofe expref- 

fion 
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fion of fearful fufpcncc marked them for 
thofc of petitioners and dependants. Thofe 
of the former dcfcription were feparately 
called ■ to an audience ; and each, after a 
longer or fliorter ftay, retired ; -while Mrs. 
Stafford, tho' with an heart but ill at eafe 
for obfervation, could not help fancying 
Ihe difcerned in their looks the fuccefs of 
their refpeftrve treaties. 
• As foon as thefe gentlemen were all de- 
parted, Mrs. Stafford, who had already 
waited almofl three hours, was introduced 
into the ftudy ; where, with many gracious 
bows and fmiling apologies, Lord Mon-« 
treviile received her. 

Sir Richard Crofts had that morning 
warmly reprefented to his Lordfliip' ihi 
necefSty of the StafTords' going abroad and 
taking Emmeline with them. Lord Mon- 
treville knew that Delamere was returned, 
and was embroiled with Emmeline ; he was 
therefore eager enough to follow advice 
which appeared fo necdTary, and to pro- 
mote any plan which might prevent a re- 
newal of the attachment. He enquired not 

into 



fiito the caufc of this eftrangem^nt, f^ti^cd 
with it's effed; and hsui. fecretly detcrminecji 
to give Mrs« Stafford no afiiftaoce in the 
l^ndeavoiirs (he was uiing to keep her fa^ 
mily from difperfion and diflrefs. 

But ftatefman as he was^ he could no( 
entirely forget that he cnce felt as other 
inen ; and he could not hear, without fonio 
enniotion, the melancholy defcription that 
Mrs. Sts^ord gave of the impending ruin 
of her £imily and all it'$ fearful confe* 
qticnces : which fiiedid with (o much clear 
fmplicky, yet with fo much proper dignity, 
that he found his refolution (haken ; and 
recoUefting that be had a confdence^ was 
about to aflt it by wliat right he aflumed 
the power oirendering an innocent family 
wandering exiles, merely to {ave himfelf 
from a fuppofcd poffibie inconvenience. 

But while every Kngeriog principle of 
goodnefs and generoiity wa$ rifing in the 
bofom of his Lordfhip to affift the fuit of 
Mrs, Stafford, afervant entered haftilyand 
announced the Duke of N-—. His Grace 

of 
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of courfe waited not in the anti-room » but 
was immediately introduced. 

. Lord Montreville then civilly apologized 
to Mrs* Stafford for being unable to con* 
elude the bufineft^ adding, that if (he 
would fee Sir Richard Crofts the next day« 
he would take care it (hould be fettled 
to her fatisfa£lion« She withdrew with a 
heavy heart ; and feeling infinite reludance 
in the propo^d application to Sir Richard 
Crofb^ ihe employed the whole afternoon 
in attempting to mov^, in favour of her 
huiband^ fome of thofie friends who had 
formerly profefled the mod unbounded 
Mid difinterefted fnendlbip for him and his 
family^ 

Of many of thefe, the doors were fhut 
ilgainft her ; others zffc6ked the utmoft con- 
cern, and lamented that their little power 
and limited fortunes did not allow them to 
afiift in repairing the misfortunes they de* 
plored : fome told her how long they had 
forefeen Mr* Stafford's embacraffinents^ 
and how de(lru£live building andlchem* 
iog were to a moderate fortune ^ while 

others 
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Others made vague • proffers of inadequate 
fervices, which on farther converfation fhe 
found they nerer intended to perform if 
unluckily flie had accepted their offers. In 
all, (he faw too plainly that they looked' on 
Mr. Stafford's affairs' as' *d*cfperate 5 and in 
their coldnefs and ftudied civility, already 
felt all the mifery and mortification of re- 
duced circumflances. 

With encreafed anguifh, fhe was now 
compelled to go, on the following day, to 
Sir Richard Crofts ; whom (He knew only 
from Emmtlinc's defcription, ' 

He alfo, in imitation of his patron^ had 
his anti-chamber filled with folicitinor faces. 
She waited not quite fo long, indeed, fof 
an audience, but with infinitely lefs pa- 
tience. At length, however, (he was 
fhewn into the apartment where Sir Riqhard 
tranfadled bufinefs. 

Bloated profperity was in his figure, 
fupercilious fcorn in his eyes r he rofe half 
oflT his feat, and (lightly ioclined his hea4 
on her entrance. 

^* Madam, 
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** Madam, your fcrvant— plcafe to fit 
f« dowft.'r . 
- « I waited. oil you. Sir Richard, to— " 

** I beg your pardoo. Madam. But as 
^ I am perfedly acquainted, and informed^ 
*^ and aware of the bufinefs, there is no oc- 
** cafion or ncccflity to give you the trouble 
** to repeat, and dwell upon, and explain 
** it. It is not, I find, convenient, or 
" fuitable, or commodious, for Mr, Stafford 
*• to pay- to my fon James, who has njar* 
'^ ried h)8 (Mr« Stafford's) fifter, that parr, 

and proportioni and refidue, of her for« 

tune, which her father at his death g^vc^ 
" bequeathed, and left to her.*' 

*• It.is^not only inconvenient, Sir," an- 
fwered Mrs. Stafford, " but impoffible, I 
i^ fe^ifor him to doit immediately ; and this 
" is what I;wiflied to fpcak to you upon/* • 

*^ I am aware, and informed, and ap«' 
*• prized. Madam, of what you would fay. 
•' I am ferry it is as you fay fo incon* 
^ venient, and imprafticable, and impoffi- 
^* ble. However, Madam, my way in 
♦* thpfe cafes is to go very plainly, and 

« ftraitly. 
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** ftraitly, and dire6Hy to the point 1 there- 
•* fore I will chalk out, and defcribr, and 
" point out to you a line of conduft, 
■* ^hich if you chufc to foUow, and adopt, 
" and purfue, it appears to mc ^jbat all may 
** be adjufted, fettled, and put to rights.** 
•^ You will oblige me, Sir Richardj by 
•• doing fo." 

** Well then, it is this-*-As it appears^ 
^* and is evident, and vifible, that you have 
*^ not the money in queftion, you muft 
** immediately felt, and difpofe of, and 
^ make into money, yourhoufe and effeAa 
^* in Dorfetlhire, and after paying, and 
^' fatisfyingt and difcharging the debt t6 
^^ my ion James, you muft (at I under- 
^* ftand yaur huiband is befldti deeply in 
*^ debt,) >^ithdraw, retire^ and remove to 
** France, or to Normandy, or Switzerland! 
^' or fon c cheap country, *iiU your affairs 
«^ come round, and are retrieved, and ac- 
'* commodated and adjuftcd.'* 

*^ This we might have done, Sir Richard, 
«< without troubling you with the prefenc 
'• application,'* 

" No, 
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•' No, Madam, you might not. I af- 
•* fure you I have talked, and reafoned^ 
*^ and argued fomc time with Mr. James 
** Crofts, before I could induce, and pre- 
** vail upon, and difpofc him to wait, and 
•* remain, and continue Unpaid, until 
** this arrangement and difpofition could 
•* take place. He \(^ants the money, 
^* Madam, for a particular purpofe ; and 
*• tho' from my heart I grieve, and la- 
'* ment, and deplore the neceffity of the 
*^ meafure, I do affure you, Madam^ 
** nothing elfe will give you any chance 
•* of winding up, compleatlng, and ter- 
^ minating the btsfinefs before us. Tou 
** will, therefDfc, Madam^ think, and con« 
** fider, and refleft on it's neceility, and 
«< give your final anfwer to my fon James* 
*« who will wait for it only 'till to-morrow 
" morning/* 

He then rang his bell ; and faying he 
had an appointment with Lord Montrc- 
ville, who muft already have waited for 
him, he made a cold bow and baftened out 
of the room. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IX. 



MR S. Stafford now faw that nothing 
renmaincd but to follow her hulband 
to a prifon, or prevail on him to go ta the 
Continent while flic attempted anew to 
fettle his affairs. 

Obftinate even in defpair, fhe had tha 
utmoft difficulty to convince him of the 
ncccffity of this meafurc; and would ncvcr^ 
perhaps, have done it, if the more pcrfua^ 
five argument of* a writ,, taken ^out by 
James Crofts, hacj nwt driven him to cm- 
brace it rather than go into conBnement. 

Mrs, Stafford with difficulty procured 
nioney to furnifh him for his journey, and 
faw him depart for Dover ; while fhe her- 
fclf returned to Emmeline, who had paflcd 
the three weeks of her abfence in great 
Vineafinefs. No news had been received 
cf Delamere •, and fhe now believed, that 
pf the promifo he had forced from her h^ 

meant 
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meant not to avail himfelf ; yet did not 
relinquifh it ; but in proud and fuUen re* 
fentment, difdained even to enquire whe- 
ther he had juftly harboured anger againft 
her* She wiflied to have withdrawn a pro- 
mife (he could no longer think of without 
pain and regret ; but (lie found Mrs. Staf- 
ford fo unhappy, th^t (he could not refolve 
to opprefs her by . complaints ; and after 
fome druggies with herfelf, determined to 
let the matter take it's courfe. 

Willingly, however, (he confented to 
accompany her friend to France; wher€ 
Mrs. Stafford, at her hufband's requeft, 
now determined to go with her family. 
She had found an opulent tradefman in a 
neighbouring town, who engaged, on re- 
ceiving a mortgage on the eftate, and ten 
per cent. imere(i, (which he fo managed 
as to evade the appearance of ufury,) to 
let hei' have -the nK)ney <q pay Mr. Crofts, 
and a farther futn for the fupport of her 
family ; and having got a tenant for the 
lK>ufe, and flitisfied as many of the cla- 
morous creditors as (be could, (he pre- 

pared. 
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pared, with a heavy hearty to quit her 
abode, with Emmeline and her infant 
family. 

' As it was neceffary that little Willmay 
ftrould be fent to thfe Ille of Wight before 
their departure, Emmeline wrote to fix 
a day at the diftance of a month, on which 
(he defircd Lady Adclina to fend fomc 
careful perfon for him. But ten days be- 
fore the expiration of that period, letters 
came from Mr. Stafford, in which he 
directed his wife, who intended to emr 
bark at Bnghthelmflone and land at 
Dieppe, to changQ her route, and fail 
from Southampton to Havre. He alfo 
defired her to haften her journey : and as 
every thing was now put on the beft foot- 
fng the time would allow, Mrs. Stafford 
immediately complied ; and with her own 
unfortunate family, Emmeline, and little 
William, (whom they now meant to carry 
thcmfelves to Lady Adclina) they left 
Woodfield. 

The pain of quitting, probably for ever, 
a favourite abode, which fhe feared would 

at 
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dt length be torn from her children by the 
rapacity of the law, and the fatigue of 
travelling with infant children, under fuch 
iCircutnftanceSy almoQ: overcame the re« 
fblution and fpirits of Mrs. Stafford. £m<* 
meline, ever reafonable, gentle, and con<« 
foling, was her principal fupport ; and on 
the evening of the fccond day they ar- 
rived at Southampton. 
, While Emmcline almoft forgot in* her 
attention to her friend her own uncer* 
tain and unpleafant (late, Dclamere re- 
mained in Norfolk, where he had hid him- 
fclf from the enquiries of his father, and 
from the importunities of his mother, who 
was now, with her eldert daughter, fettled 
again in Berkley Square. Here he nou- 
riihcd inveterate refentment again ft Fitz- 
Edward « and finding it impoflible to 
forget Emmeline, he continued to think 
of her as much as ever, but with indig- 
nation, jealoufy and rage. 

He had, immediately on receiving, as 
he believed, a confirmation of all ihofe 
fufpicions with which the Cr^ftb* had fo 

artfully 
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artfully infpired him, refolvcd to demand 
fatisfaftion of Fitz-£dward i and hearing 
on enquiry that he was in Ireland, but 
his return immediately expefled, he waited 
with eager and reftlefs uneafineb till the 
perfon whom he had commiffioned to in- 
form him of his return fhould fend notice 
that he was again in London, 

Week after week, however, pafled away. 
He ftill heard, that tho* expefted hourly^ 
Fitz- Edward arrived not. Time, far from 
foftening the afperity with which his 
thoughts dwelt on this fuppofed rival, 
feemed only to irritate and inflame his.re- 
fentment : and ingenious in tormenting 
himfelf, he now added new anguilh to 
that which corroded his heart, by fup- 
pofing that Emmclinc, aware of the dan- 
ger which threatened her lover from the 
vengeance of his injured friend, had writ- 
ten to him to prevent his return. This 
idea was confirmed, when the agent whom 
he employed to watch the return of Fitz- 
Edward at length informed him that he 
Jaad obtained leave of abfcncc from his 

regiment^ 
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regiment, now in England, and was to 
pafs the remainder of the winter with Lord 
and Lady Clancarryl. 

The fury of his paffiont feemed to be 
fufpended, while with gloomy fatisfadtion 
he looked forward to a fpeedy retribution : 
but now, when no immediate profped of- 
fered of meeting the author of his calami- 
ties, they tormented him with new violence. 
Emmeline and Fitz-Edward haunted his 
dreams ; Emmeline and Fitz-Edward were 
ever prefent to his imagination ; he figured 
to himfelf his happy rival poflefled of the 
tendemefs and attachment of that gentle 
and fenfible heart. The angui(h thefe 
images inflided affe6ted his health; and 
while every day, as it pai&d, brought nOr 
thing to alleviate his defpair, he became 
more and more convinced that the happi- 
nefs of bis life was blafted for ever ; and 
growing impatient of life idel^ determined 
to go to Ireland and infifl: on an opportu- 
nity of loGng it, or of taking that of the 
man who had made it an infi^pportable b\u> 
then. 

Vol. III. K He 
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He fet out therefore, attended only by 
Milleileur^ aad gave Lord MontrevUle 
no notice of his intention 'till he reached 
Holyhead; from thence he wrote to his 
lx)rdfhip to fay that he had received an 
invitation to vifit fome friends at Dublin^ 
and that he (hould continue about a month 
in Ireland. His pride prompted him to 
do this; leail his father, on hearing of his 
abfence, fliould fuppofc that he was weak 
enough to feek a reconciliation with Em-» 
meline, whofc name he now never men.-, 
tioned, being perfuaded that his Lordfhip 
knew how ill fhe had repaid an aiFeftion, 
which, tho' he could not diveft himfelf of» 
he was now afliamed to acknowledge. 

Lord Montreville, happy to find he 
had really quitted her, was extremely glad 
of this feafonablc journey ; which, as the 
Crofts' affurcd him Emmeline was on the 
point of leaving England, would, he 
thought, prevent his enquiring whither (he 
was gone, and by introducing him into a 
new fet of acquaintance, turn his thoughts 
to other objefts and perfect his cure. 

While 
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While Ddamere then was travelling to 
Ireland in purfuit of Fitz-Edward, Mrs. 
Stafford and Emmeline left Southampton 
on a vifit to Lady Adelina in the Ifle of 
Wight; being defirous of delivering little 
William into the arms of his mother and 
his uncle. Tho' it was now almoft the end 
of January, they -embarked in an open boat, 
with the fervant who waited on the child ; 
but being detained 'till almoft noon on ac- 
count of the tide, it was evening before 
they reached a village on the (hore, three 
miles beyond Cowes, where they were to 
land. 

•Oh arriving- there, they found that the 
houfe of Captain CSrodolphin was i5tuated 
two miles farther. Mrs. Stafford, ever at- 
tentive and confiderate, was afraid that the 
fight of the child fo imexpediedly, might 
overpower the fpirits of Lady Adelina, and 
caufe fpeculation among the fervants which 
it was abfolutely neccffary to avoid. Em- 
meline therefore undertook to walk for- 
ward, attended by a boy- in the village, 

K 2 who 
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who was to flicw her the way, and apprize 
Lady Adelina of the vifitor (he was to ex- 
peft. 

Pleafure, in fpite of herfelf, glowed in 
lier bofotn at the idea of again meeting 
Godolphin ; tho' (he knew not that he had 
conceived for her the moft pure and ardent 
paliion that was ever infpired by a lovely 
and deferving objeft. 

He had long (ince found that his heart 
was irrecoverably gone. But tho* he (brug- 
^led not againft his pa({ion| he loved too 
truly to indulge it at the cxpence of Em- 
meline ; and had therefore determined to 
avoid her, and not to embitter her hfe 
with the painful conviftion that their ac- 
quaintance had deftroyed the happinefs of 
his. For this reafon he did not intend 
going himfclf to fetch his nephew fh)m 
Woodbury Foreft, but had given a careful 
fcrvant diredtions to go thither in a few 
days after that when Emmeline herfelf pre- 
vented die neceflity of the journey. 

Her walk lay along the high rocks that 

bounded 
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bounded the coaft; and it was ahnoft 
dark before (he entered a fmall lawn fur- 
rounded with a plantation, in which the 
houfc of Godolphin was fituated. About 
half an acre of ground lay between it and 
the cliff, which was beat by the fwcUing 
waves of the channel* The ground on 
the other fide rofe more fuddenly ; and a 
wood which covered the hill behind . it^ 
feemed to embofom the houfe, and take 
oiFthat look of bicaknefs and defolation 
which often renders a fituation fo near the 
fea unpleafant except in the warmeft 
months of Summer. A fand walk lead 
round the lawn. Emmeline followed it^ 
and it brought her clofe to the windows 
of a parlour. They were ftill open; (he 
looked in ; and law, by the light of the 
fire, for there were no candles in the room, 
Godolphin fitting alone. He leaned on Or 
book, which there was not light enough 
to read 5 fcattered papers lay round liim^, 
and a pen and ink were on the table* 
• Emmeline could hot forbear looking at 
htm a moment before fhe approached the 

K 3 door.. 
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door. She could as litde command her 
curiofity to know on what he was thus 
deeply thinking. The boy who was with 
her ran round to the kitchen, and fent up 
a fervant to open the door ; who imme* 
diately throwing open that of the parlour, 
laid—*' A lady. Sir!" 

Godolphin ftarting from his reverie, 
arofe, and unexpededly beheld the fubjeft 
of it. 

His aftoni(hment at this vifit^ was fuch 
as hardly Icfc hkn the power to exprefs the 
pleafure with which that aftoniniment was 
mingled. ^* Mifs Mowbray !" exclaimed 
ht — " Is it indeed Mifs Mowbray ?" 

For a moment he furveyed her in filent 
extafy, then congratulated himfelf upoi> 
his unhoped-for good fortunes and anfwer- 
ing her. enquiries about Lady Adelina, he 
fuddenly feem^ to recoUeft the papers 
which lay on the table, hurried them into 
^ drawer, and again returning to Emmeline, 
lold her how happy he was to fee her look 
fo well. He thought indeed that he had 
»^Yer feen her fo infinitely lovely. Th^ 

fliarpnefs 
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fliarpnefs of the air during her walk had 
heightened the glow of her complexion ; 
her eyes betrayed, by their foft and timid 
glances, the paitiality of which flie was 
hardly yet confctous ; (he trembled, with- 
out krlowing why ; and could hardly re- 
cover her compofure, while Godolphin, 
who would truft no other perfon to deliver 
the meflagc, ran eagerly up flairs to ac- 
quaint Lady Adelina. ** My fifter/' cried 
he, immediately returning, *' will be with 
*^ you inftantiy ; a flight pain in her head 
^* has kept her on the bed almoft all day. 
5' But to what do we owe the happinefs of 
^* feeing you here, when wc thought you 
^** on the point of failing for France by ano** 
•* iher route ?" 

Emmeline then haftily iexplained the 
change in their plan; adding, gravely— 
*• You will have another vifitor, who can* 
•• not foil of being welcome both to foxx 
** and Lady Adelina, Mrs. Stafford ftays 
•* with him at the village, while (he defired 
^' me to coipe on to prepare you for his 

IC 4. ** reception. 
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** rcccprion, and to know how you will 
•* have him introduced ?" 

** As iwjr child," anfwcred Godolphin. 
** My fervants are already prepared to ex- 
'• ped: fuch an addition to my family. 
** Ever amiable, ever lovely Mifs Mow- 
** brayT* continued he, with looks that 
encrcafed her confofion— " what obliga- 
** tions does not our little boy— do wc 
** not all owe you ?*' 

At this moment Lady Adelina^ who had 
l)een obliged to wait (bme moments to re- 
cover herfclf from the joyful furprife into 
which the news of Emmeline's anrival had 
thrown her, ran into the room, and em- 
bracing with tranfport her lovely friend, 
fighed J but unable to weep, fat down, and 
could only kifs her hands with fuch wild 
cxpreffions of rapture, that Emmeline was 
alarmed lead it (hould have any ill effeA on 
her intellcfts, or on a frame ever extremely 
delicate ; and which now had, from her 
having long indulged incurable forrow, 
aflumcd an appearance of fuch languor and 

weaknefs, 
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weaknefs, that iBmmeline with ett'eme 
concern looked on her as on a beautifut 
ffaadow whom (he probably beheld for the. 
liift time. 

She flood a moment penfively gazing on 
her face. Godolphin faid gendy to his 
iifter, who dill held the hand of Emmeline 
— ** Adelina, my love, recoUeft yourfclf^— 
" you keep Mifs Mowbray ftaiding."' 

^ What is yet more material/^ anfwered 
Emmeline^ fmiling, is, ^^ that you keep 
'^ me from writing a note to Mrs. Stafford^ 
•* which the boy who waits here is to take 
« back to her.*' 

Godolphin anfwered^ tha^ he would go^ 
himfelf to Mrs. Stafford; and inftandy de«> 
parted; while Emmeline- began- to* talk to 
Lady Adelina of die immediate arrival of ' 
her childi She at* length fucceeded ia 
getting her to fpeak of him^ and- to weep 
extremely r after which> (he grew more; 
compofed^ and* her full heart feemedrct? 
lieved by talking of her brother^-, . 

Her wordSy tho' faint, and-brcAen by the: 
emotion Ihc felt, yet forcibly conveyed' to. 

TUS dJCL 
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the heart of Emmeline impreffions <^ that 
uncoQimon worth they defcribed. 

" Never/' faid (he, '*'can. 1 be fuffi* 
^^ ciently grateful to heaven for having 
" given me fuch a brother* *Tis not in 
*' words, my Etnmelinc^tD do him* j\iftice I 
" He is all that is noble minded and genc- 
^ rous, Tho* from the lofs of his viyactty 
" and chaj^ming fpirits^ 1 know too^ weB 
^ houn deeply my viaworthy conduft has 
** wounded him; tho* I know that by hav- 
** iag, fulUed the fair name of our family, 
** and otherwife, 1 have been the unhappy* 
** caufe of injuring hispeace, yet never hasa- 
** reiproach or an unkind word efcaped him. 
**Penrfive, yet always kind; melancholy,, 
*^ and at times viiibly unhappy; yet ever 
^ g^nrie, coniGderate, and attentive to me^ 
" always ready to bkme himfelf for yield- 
*^ ing to that defpondencc which he can- 
V not without an effort conquer; trying to. 
<^ alleviate the anguifh of my mind by fub- 
^' duing that which^ frequently preys on his 
** own ; and now burying the memory of 
t^ my fault in compaflion to my afflidlion, 

^^he 
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*« he adopts my child, and allows mc with* 
'^ out a blufli to embrace the dear infant, 
*' for whom 1 dare not othcrwife (hew. the 
^^ tendcrncfs Ifeel/' 

Emtnclirie, afFedted by this eulogium, to 
which her heart warmly. aflented,.was fi- 

leht. 

" There is,!* reaffumed Lady Adeline, 
*' but one being on earth who refembles 
** him :— *it: h my Emmeline ! if ever two 
** creatures Eminently ercellcd the reft of 
•* their fpecies, it is any fricudand my brO' 
^^th^r!" 

Something throbbed at tKelieart of Em- 
meline atthefe words, into which (he^ was 
afriaid to enquire ; her engagement to De- 
lamere, yet uncancelled, lay like a weigl\t 
upon it, and feemed to imprefs the idea of 
her doing wrong while (he thus liftencd to 
the praifes of another; and felt that fhe 
liftened with too much pleafure.- She aiked 
herfelf, however, whether it was poffible to 
bt infenfiblc of the merit of Godolphin ? 
Yet confcious that (he had already thought 
of it £00 much,, (he wilhed: to^ change the 

K 6 topic 
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topic of difcourfe<— But Lady Adelina ftill 
piirfued k. 

'* Lord WefthavcDy'' faid (he, « my 
" elder brother, is indeed a moft refpefta* 
ble and excellent man. Equally with 
my brother William, he inherits from 
my fiither, integrity,generofity and noblc- 
** pefs of mind, together with a regularity 
^' of morals and conduct, unufual in fo 
^^ young a man even in any rank ctf lifir, 
*< and remarkable in him, who has pi^ed 
^ almbft all his in the army. But he is, 
" tho* not yet thirty, much older than I 
'* am, and has alnioft always been abfent 
*^ from me; thofe who know him better, 
** have told me, that with as many other 
♦' good qualities as William^ be has left 
<^* foftnefs of temper; and being almoft free 
*^ from error himfelf, makes left allowance 
**^ for the weakn-efe of others. &ich, how- 
" ever,, has^ been ihe management of my 
** younger brother, that the elder knows 
^^ not the tr^th of my circumftances— *e 
^* doe!5 not even fufpedt them. You may 
" very pofllbly fee him and Lady Weft- 

** havca 
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^^ haven abroad. I know I need not cau« 
•* tion my Emtncline— She will be careful 
** of the peace of her poor friend/' 

Emmeline foon fatisfied Lady Adelina 
on that head, who then afked when (he 
heard of Dclamere ? 

This queftion Emmeline had forcfeen ; 
but havmg predetermined not to diftrefs 
her unfortunate friend, by telling her into 
what difficulties her attendance on her and 
her child had led her, and being (hocked 
to own herfelf the fubjeft of fufpicions (b 
injurious as thofe Delamere had dared to 
harbour, (he calmly anfwered that Dela- 
mere was returned to En^tnd, but that (he 
had feen him only for a few moment^. 

" And did he not olgcft," enquired 
Lady Adelina, ^* to your quitting Eng- 
^* land, (ince he is himfelf returned to it }^ 

Emmeline, wbp could not direftly an* 
fwer this queftion, evaded it by faying— 

*• My abfence or my prefcnce you know 
** tcannot haften the period, 'till the arrival 
^ of which our marriage cannot take place 
•* -Hj^it ever takes place at all." 

?♦ ^fit ever takes place at all ?'* repeated 
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Lady Adelina— -^^ Does then any doubt 
** remain ofh?'* 

" An afFaur, of that fort/* replied Em- 
m^Hne^ afiuming as mvich unconcern as 
feie Gould, *^ is always doubtful where fo 
" many ciaftiing interefts and oppofitc 
**wiQiesare to be reconciled, . and whtrc 
^' fo very youiJg a man as Mr. Delamere 
** is to decide/* 

" Do you fufpedt that he wavers then ?" 
very edrneftly aiked Lady Adelirta, fixing 
her eyes on the bkfliiftg face of Emme- 
Hnef. 

'^ I really am not fure/! anfwered (lie— ^ 
^* you know my promife, reluftantly given, 
*^ was only coaditional. I am far from 
** being anxious to anticipate by firmer 
*^ engagements the certainty of it's being 
^' fiilfiUed ; much better contented I (hould 
" be, if he yet took a few years longer to 
^* confider of it. You, Lady Adeli-naj**^ 
continued the, fmiling, ^^ are fufely no 
'^ advocate for early marriaget ; and Mrs** 
*^ Stafford is greatly averfe to them. You 
'^ muft therefore fuppofe that what my tw^ 

. "friends 
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*^ frienck have found inimical to their hap- 
*^ pinefs, I cannot confider as being likely 
^' to conftitute mine.'* 

This fpeecb had the effe^ Emmetino 
intended. It brought back the th(Kights of 
Lady Adelina frona the unceitai&ties of her 
friend to her own a^ual forrows. She 
iighed deeply. 

'^ You fay truly/* faid (he. " / have no 
** reafon to wifti thofc I love nuy precipi- 
^^ tately form indiflblubfe engagements; 
" nor ^ I wi(h it* Would to God /bad 
*^ not beea the viftim of an hafty and* un* 
*^ happy marriage ; of that I had been tht? 
*^tf»^ viiftim. Emmeline," added Gae, 
lowering her voice, now hardly aUdiWe, 
** Ettimeline,. «^ I afk ?— where is— fparc 
*^ttie the repetition of a name! have fo- 
** Ifemnly vowed never to utter.— Yoq Un-* 
• detiftand me ?'* 

f^ 1 do^/' anfwered Emmeline, gravely. 
-^ He has beea in Irehwid*; but is now, 
^ I fuppofe^ in London;, aJ the timie he 
^ lold me he (houbd. paf» there has long 
^ fiiK:e elapfed. 1 farord be was «o return 
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** no more to Tylehurft, and that Mr. De- 
** lam^re had given xip the houfe there ; 
** but of this I know nothing from them^ 
** felves. The perfbn you enquire after^ I 
** have feen only once, and' that for half an 
'* hour. Mrs. Stafford can tell you morei 
*^ if you wi(b to heaar it.*' 

** Ah! pardon my wretched weaknefs, 
** Emmetine. I know I ought to conquer 
it. But l.cjuinot help wilhing — I cannot 
help being anxious to hear of fiim. Tet 
•* would I conceal from every one but you 
^* that the recotie^tion of this unhappy maiii 
** never a moment leaves me. Tell me, 
** my angelic friend ^: for of you I may afk 
•* and be forgiven— has he feen his fon ?** 
• ** He has; and was^ extremely afieS:ed. 
''But dear Lady Adelina, do not, l-be-^ 
^' feech you, enquire into the particulkrs 
*^ of the interview. Try, my beloved 
*^ friend, to diveft yourfelf of thefe painful 
^* recoUe6^ions---ah ! try to reccwer your 
** peace, and preferve your Hfe, for the 
'^ fake of our dear little William and tho(c 
'* friends who love you*^ 

The 
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The unhappy Adelina, who notwkh* 
(landing all her efforts, was devoured by an 
incurable afie&ion for a man whom (he 
had fworn to bani(h from her heart for erer, 
and whofe name her brother would not 
fuffer her to pronounce, now gave way to 
an agony of paffion which (he could indulge 
only before Emmeline; and fo violently 
was (he affeftcd by regret and defpair, that 
her firiend trembled lea^ her reafon fhould 
again for(ake it's feat. She tried, by footh* 
ing and tendernefs^ to appeafe this fudden 
eflfufion of grief; and had hardly reftored 
her to fome degree of compofure, before 
Mrs. Stafford entered the room and em- 
braced moft cordially Lady Adelina, while 
Godolphin followed her with the little boy 
in his arms. In contemplating the beauty 
of his nephew, be had forgotten the mi(ery 
of which his birth had been the occafion; 
for with all the humanity of a brave man^ 
Godolphin poffefTed a foftnefs of bearti 
which the helplcfs innocence of the fon, 
and the repentant forrow of the mother, 
melted into more than femenine tendemef»» 

He 
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He carried the child to his fi&tr, and put 
it into her arms— 

*^ Take him, myAdelina!" faid he— • 
take our dear boy: and \^hile yo« em- 
bi?ace and blefs him, you will feel all 
you owe to thofe who have prerervcd 
" him/' 

••• Lady Adelina did indeed feelfuch cx>m'» 
plitated fenfations that (he was unable to 
Utter a word. She could only prefs the lit- 
cte boy to her heart and bedew his fece t^ith 
tears. Htr afiisdiing lilente and plate coun* 
tenancc alarmbd bot!h Mrs. Stafford ahd 
•Emmelinc; and the former, willing to give 
b^r thoughts a new turn, faid— 

^' You do not fuppofe, my dear friends, 
** that we intend to go back to Southampton 
*^ to night ? fo I hope you will give us 
** fbme fupper and beds in this hofpitable 
'' ifl^nd." 

Godolphin, who had been too much 
enchanted to think before, immediately 
faw that the meaning of Mrs. Stafford's fo- 
licitude was merely to call the thoughCs of 
his filter from herfelf to her guefts; he 

leconded 
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fcconded therefore this intention, by ddiKog 
Lady Adelina to give proper orders about 
the aparcmencs for her friends; atld to take 
bis little boy to that which bad been pre- 
pared for his reception. The three ladies 
therefore withdrew with the child; where 
Lady Adclina foon recovered fome degree 
of fcrenityyand was able to fit at table while 
they fupped. 

Had Mrs^ Stafford been before unfufpi- 
cious of the pafHon of Godolphin for £m« 
g^eline^ ftie would have been convinced of 
it during the courfe of this evening. . Hit 
voice, his countenance, his manner, evi* 
dently betrayed it ; and whenever the eyes 
of Emmeline were turned to any other ob- 
jeft, his were fiked on her face» with looks 
fo expreflive of tender admiration, yet 
tempered by a kind of hopelefs dqjefUon, 
that the ipoft uninterefted obferver could 
hardly hkve miftaken his ^thoughtSi. . 

But it was not her face, however intereft** 
ing ; or her form, however graceful ; that 
riveued the chains of Godolphin. ; Heliad 
iceii many facrs more reg.ularly beautiful, 

and 
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knd many figures equally elegant, with in-* 
difference: he had heard, with cbldnefs, 
the fincft fentiments uttered by the faireft 
mouths \ and had liftened to the brilliant Tal- 
lies of falhionable wit^ with contempt. In 
Emmeline, he difcovered a native dignity 
of foul, an enlarged and generous heart, a 
comprehenfive and cultivated underftand^ 
ing, a temper at once foft and lively, with 
morals the mod: pure, and manners fimple, 
undeiigning and ingenuous* To thefe folid 
perfefkions, genius had added all the lighter 
graces ; and nature, a form, which, enchant* 
ing as it muft ever have been, feemed to 
receive trrefiftiblc charms from the foul by 
which it was informed. 

All his philofojAy could not prevent his 
being fenfible of the attractions of fueh a 
woman^ nor was his refolutioh fufficiently 
llrong to enable htm to ftruggle againfl; 
their influence, even when he found he 
had nothing to hope. But yielding to the 
painful delight of loving her, he perfuadedl 
himiieif that tho* he could not conquer he 
could conceal it^ and that while (he was 

ignorant 
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ignorant of his paffion it could be injurious 
only to himfclt 

His abfence and (Hence during fupper 
\f^ broken only by his natural politenefs. 
After it concluded, they drew round the 
fire ; and the three ladies entered into one 
of thofe interefting converfations that are 
fo pleafant where mutual confidence and 
efteem reign among the party. 

Godolphin continued (ilent ; and infen- 
.£bly fell into a train of thought the moft 
dangerous to that appearance of indifference 
which he believed he coiild obferve. 
Looking at Emmeline as (he talked to 
his fifter, and remembering all the friend- 
fliip (he had (hewn her, hearing the found 
of her voice and the elegance of her ex- 
preflions, he began iofenfibly to confider 
how bleflTed he tnigb^ have been, had he 
known her before her hand was prbmifed 
and her a(re(flions given to the fortunate 
Delamere^ 

*' Had it but been wy lot !'* faid he to 
iimfelf— " had it been my lot ! — ah, what 
/^ happinefs, after the fatigues and dangers 

"of 
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*^ of ihy prbfieffinn, to fetarn to this plac* 
*^ which I love fo much, and to be received, 
^^ by Tucii a friend— fuch a miftrefs— *fiich 
^ a wife as flie will make !" He indul^gcd 
thcfe ideas, 'till abfoUitely toft in them, he 
was tmconfcious of every thing but their 
impreflTion, and darting up, he ftruck his 
hands together and cried-— 

*^ Merciful heaven!— and can k then 
^* never be ?** 

Alarmed at the fuddennefs of an excla^ 
mation fb caufelefs, Lady Adelina looked 
terrified and her friends amazed. 

What, brother ?— -what are you fpeak- 
ingof?'' enquired rhe. 

I beg your pardon," faid Godolphin, 
inftantly recoUefting himfelf, and blufhing 
for this unguarded' fally — " I beg your 
** pardon. I wAs thinking of fome bufineft 
" I have to fettle; but I do not de- 
" ferve to be forgiven for fuffering my 
mind in iuch company to dwell on any 
thing but the pleafure I enjoy ; and for 
yielding to a foolifn cuftom I have ac- 
quired of uttering aloud whatever is im- 

** mediately 
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'* mediately in my mirvi ; an habit," add«d 
hCy fmiling, " that has grown upon me by 
^^ living fo. much alone. Since Lady 
^* AdeKjWL is now fixed with me, I hope I 
^- diall ceafe to {peak and think like an 
^' hermit, and be agaia hnmanized. Ade« 
^' Una, my love, you look fatigued/' 

^' Ah!'* replied (he, " of what fatigue 
^' can I be feafiWie when with thofe who 1 
** moft love and value-; and from whowii 
^^ to-morrow — to-monrow I muft part !*'' 

" I doubt that extremely," faid Godol- 
phin, trying to carry the converfation en- 
tirely from his own ftrange behaviour. 
'^ If I have any iTcill in the weather, to- 
" morrow will bring a gale of wind, which 
*^ will opportunely make prifoners of our 
" two fair friends for another day," 

^' How mfinitely," cried Lady 'Vdelina, 
« Ml I be obliged to it." 

The rifing of the wind during the whole 
evening had made Godolphin's conjedure 
highly probable. Mrs. Stafford, impatient 
to return to her children, whom (he never 
willingly left wholly in the careof fervants, 

heard 
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heard it's encreafing violence with regret. 
Emmelme tried to do fo too; but (he 
coiild not prevail on herfelf to lament a dr- 
cumftance likely to keep her another day 
with Lady Adelina and her little boy. Sbe 
wanted too to fee a litde of this beautiful 
iiland^ of which (he had heard fomuch; 
and found (everal other reafons for wiihing 
to remain^ without allowing herfelf to fup- 
pole that Godolphin had on thefe wilhes 
the fmalleft influence. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER X. 



EARLY the next mornings Emmclinc 
arofe ; and looking towards the" fcra, 
faw a ftill encreafing tempcft gathering 
vifibly over it. She wandered over the 
houfe ; which tho* not large was chearful 
and elegant, and fhe fancied every thing 
in it bore tedimony to the tafte and tern* 
per of it's mafter. The garden charmed 
her dill more ; furrounded by copfe-wood 
and cver-greens, and which fcemcd equally 
adapted to ufe and pleafure. The country 
behind it, tho' divefted of it's foliage and 
verdure, appeared more beautiful than 
any (he had feen fince fhe left Wales : and 
with uncommon avidity (he enjoyed, even 
amid the heavy gloom of an impending 
dorm, the grdat and magnificent fpef^acle 
afforded by the fea. By reminding her of 
her early pleafures at Mowbray Cattle, it 
brought back a thoufand half-obliterated 
Vol, III. L and 
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and agreeable, tho' melancholy images, to 
her mind ; while its grandeur gratified her 
tade for the fublime. 

As fhe was indulging thefe contempla- 
tions, the wind fuddenly blew with aftonilh- 
ing violence; and before Mrs, Stafford 
arofe, the fca was become fo tempeftuous 
and imprafticable, that eagerly as (he 
wifhed to return to her children, fhe could 
not think of braving it. 

Godolphin had feen Emmeline wander- 
ing along the clifF, and had refolutely de- 
nied himfelf the plcafure of joining ^her; 
for from what had pafTed the evening be- 
fore, he began to doubt his own power to 
forbear fpeaking to her of the fubje<5t that 
filled his heart. 

They now met at breakfafl; and Emme- 
line was charmed with her walk, tho' flie had 
been driven from it by the turbulence o{ the 
weather, which by this time had arifen to 
an hurricane. When their breakfaft ended, 
Mrs, Stafford followed Lady Adelina, who 
wanted to confult her on fomething that 
related to the little boy ; Godolphin went 

out 
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out to give fome orders ; and Emmeline 
retired to a bow window which looked to- 
wards the fea. 

Could (he have diveflred her mind of it's 
atpprehenfions, that what formed for her a 
magnificent and fublime fcene brought 
ihipwreck and deftruftion to many others, 
Ihe would have been highly plcafed with a 
light of the ocean in it's prcfent tremen- 
dous (late. Loft in contemplating the aww 
ful fpeftacle, (he did not fee or hear Godol- 
phin; who imagining (he had left the 
room with his fifter, had returned, and 
with his arms cro(red, and his eyes fixed 
on her face, (lood on the other fide of the 
window like a ftatue. 

The guft grew more vehement, and 
deafened her with it's fury; while the 
mountainous waves it had raifed, burft 
thundering againft the rocks and feemed 
to (hake their very foundation. Emme- 
line, at the pidure her imagination drew of 
their united powers of defolation, (hud- 
ded mvoluntarily and fighed* 

L z ^' What 
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•' What difturbs Mifs Mowbray ?" faid 
Godolphin. 

Emmeline, unwilling to acknowledge 
that ihe had been fo extremely abfenc as 
not to know he was in the room, anfwcred, 
without exprefling her furprife to f€;e him 
there — " I was thinking how fatal this 
" ftorm which we are contemplating, may 
" be to the fortunes and probably the lives 
'^ of thoufands.'* 

" The gale," returned Godolphin, *^ is 
** heavy, but by no means of fuch fatal 
** power as you apprehend, I have been 
" at fca in feveral infinitely more violent, 
*^ and ftiall probably be in many others.*' 

'* I hope not," anfwered Emmeline, 
without knowing what Ihe faid — '• Surely 
" vou do not mean it ? 

*' A profcflional man," faid he, fmiling, 
and flattered by the eagernefs with which 
(he fpoke, *' has, you know, no will of 
*' his own. I certainly (hould not feek 
** danger ; but it is not pofllble in fuch 
** fervice as ours to avoid it." 

** Why then do you not quit it ?" 

" If 
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" If I intended to give you a high idea 
•' of my prudence^ I (hould fay, becaufe I 
" am a younger brother. But to fpeak 
•* honeftly, that is not my only motive ; 
•' my fortune, limited as it is, is enough 
•* for all my wilhes, and will probably 
" fuffice for any 1 (hall now ever form -, 
** but a man of my age ought not furcly 
•* to waftc in torpid idleneft, or trifling 
•* diffipation, time that may be ufcfuliy 
•* employed, Befides, I love the profcfllon 
•* to which 1 have been brought up» and, 
♦• by engaging in which, I owe a life to 
•• my country if ever it (hould be called 
^» for/' 

'' God forbid it ever fliould !" faid Em- 
mcline, with quickncfs ; ** for then," con- 
tilJuedfhe, hefitating and blufliing, ** what 
^^ would poor Lady Adelina do? and what 
** would become of my dear little boy ?" 

Godolphin, charmed yet pained by this 
artlefs exprefllon of fenfibility, and thrown 
almoft off his guard by the idea of not be- 
ing wholly indifferent to her, anfwerecf 
mournfully—" To them indeed, rny life 

L 3 ** may 
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•* may be of fomc value ; but to myfclf 
*' it is of none. Ah^ Mifs Mowbray I it 
" might have been worth preferving had 
*« I .But wherefore prefume I to trouble* 
*^ you on a fubjc£t fo hopelefs? I know 
'* not what has tempted me to intrude 
•* on your thoughts the incoherences of 
*' a mind ill at eafe. Pardon me— and 
" fuffer npt my folly to deprive me of the 
*^ happincfs of being your friend, which is 
*' all I will ever pretend to." 

He turned away, and haft en ed out of the 
room 'y leaving Emmeline in fuch con*» 
fufion that it was not 'till Mrs. Siaflford 
came to call her to Lady Adelina's drefs- 
ing-room, that Ihe remembered where ftie 
was, and the neceflity of recollcfting her 
fcattercd thoughts. Wjaen they met at 
dinner, {he could not encounter the eyes 
of Godolphin without the deepeft blufties : 
Lady Adelina, given wholly up to the 
idea of their approaching feparation, and 
Mrs. Stafford, occupied by uneafinefs of 
her own, did not attend to the Angularity 
of her manner. 

The 
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The latter had never beheld fuch a tem- 
pcft as was now r^ing-, and (he tx)uld not 
ioak towards the fea, whofc high and foam- 
ing biUows were breaking fo near them, 
)iri[hout (hi\rcring at the terrifyiiig recollec- 
tion, that in a very few hours her childreri, 
all flie held dear on eanh, would be ex- 
pofcd to this capricious and furious ele- 
ment. The' of the fteadieft rcfolution in 
any trial that merely regarded herfcif, Ihc 
was a coward when thefe dear objects of 
her fondncfs were in queftion ; and fhc 
could not help exprcfling to Mr. Godol- 
phin fame part of her apprehenfions. 

•"A* I h^ve gained foine credit," an^ 
iwtred he, •* for my fagacicy in forefeeing 
** the gale, I might perhaps as well not 
** hazard the lofs of it, by another prophcfy 
*♦ for which you, Lady Adelina, will not 
" thank me. — It will be fine, I am afraid, 
*^ CO- morrow.'* 

" And the day following we embark 
** for France," faid Mrs. Stafford ; ** how 
** providential that we could not fail yef- 

tefday !'* 
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*• Your heart fails you, my dear Mrs. 
StaffQrd/' replied Godolphin, *' and I 
'^ do not wonder at it. But I will lell yog 
*• what you (hall allow me to do : I will 
** attend you to-morrow to Southampton^ 
«* where in the character of a veteran fea- 
** man 1 will dire6t your departure, (as the 
•• whole pacquet is yours) according to the 
•• appearance of the weather 5 and to in- 
•* Julge me ftill farther, you (hall fuSer 
•• me to fee you landed at Havre. Adc- 
" lina, I knew, will be wretched 'till flic 
^< hears you are fafe on the other fidei and 
•* will therefore willingly fpare me to bring 
^* her fuch intelligence ; and give me at the 
** fame time a fortunate opportunity of be« 
•* ing ufeful to you." 

Mrs. Stafford fccretly rejoiced at a pro- 
pofal which would fecure them a protestor 
and as much fafety as depended on human 
fkill, could not conceal her wilh to aflent 
to it i tho' (he cxprcflcd great reluftance to 
give him fo much trouble. 

Godolphin then confulted the eyes of 
Emmeline, which on meeting his were 

caft 
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caft down ; but he could not find that 
they cxprcfled any difpleafurc at his offer : 
he therefore aflfured Mrs. Stafford that he 
(hould confider it as a pleafurable fcheme 
with a party to whom he was indifiircnt ; 
** but when/' added he, ^^ it gives me 
** the means of being of the lead ufe to 
" you, to Mifs Mowbray, and your chil- 
•* dren, I fliall find in it not only pleafure 
^'^ but happinefs, Alas! how poorly it 
*^ will repay the twentieth part of the obli- 
** gation we owe you !** 

It was fettled therefore that Mr. Godol- 
phin was to crols the channel with them. 
Again Emmeline tried to be forrv, and 
again found herfelf incapable of feeling 
any thing but fatisfaftion in hearing that 
he would be yet longer with them. 

During the reft of the evening, he tried 
to afilime a degree of chearfutnefs -, and 
did in fome meafure feet it in the prpfpedt 
of this farther temporary indulgence. 

Lady Adelina, unable to conceal her 
concern, drooped without any effort to imi- 

L 5 tate 



tate him; and when they parted for the 
nighty could not help deploring in terms of 
piercing regrec their approaching fepara- 
tion. 

The aflbrances Godolphin had given 
them of a favourable morning were ful- 
filled. Tl^ey found that tho' there was yet 
a coniiderable fwell, the wind had fubfided 
entirely, and that they might fafcly crofs to 
Southampton. The boat that was to con- 
vey them was ready j andEmmeline could 
not take leave of Lady Adelina without 
ibaring the anguifh which fhe could not 
mkigate. They embraced filently and in 
tears ; and Emmeline prefTed to her heart 
the little boy, to whom fhe was tenderly at- 
tached. 

Godolphin was a filent fpeftator of this 
flnelancholy farewell. The foftnefs of Em- 
Hieline's heart was to him her greatefl 
charm, and he could hardly help repeat- 
ing, in the words of Louis XIV — ^' She 
«' has fo much fenfibility that it muft be 
" an exquifitc plcafurc to be beloved by 
t' her l^: 

He 
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He fighcd in remembering tl>at fuch 
could not be his bappinefs; then wifliing to 
Ihortcn a fccne which fo violently afFcftcd 
the unfetded fpirits of Lady Adelina, he 
would have led Mrs. StafiEjrd and Emme- 
line away ; but Lady Adelina infilled on 
following them to the fhore •, fmiled thro* 
licr tears ; and promifed to behave better. 
Silently they walked to the fea^lkle. Mr». 
Stafford haftily embracing her, was handed 
into the boat by Godolphin \ who then ad- 
vancing with forced gaiety to Emmeline, 
al)out whom his filler dill fondly hung, 
laid- * Come, come, I moft have 'no 
** more adieus— as if you were never to 
" meet again/*^ 

. *' Ah ! who can tell," anfwcrcd Lady 
Adelina, •* that we ever flaall !" 

Emmelioe fpoke not *, but kifling the 
hand of her weeping friend, gave her own 
to Godolphin -, while Lady Adelina, reding 
on the at-ri^ of her woman, and oytt* 

whelmed with forrow, fufiered the boat to 

depart. 

Itrowtdfwiftly aw&yi favoured hf th€ 
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tide. Lady Adelina remained on the (hore 
^ long as ihe could diftinguifh it ; and then 
flowly and reluctantly returned to folitude 
and tears; while her two friends, attended 
by berbrother^ landed fafely at Southamp- 
ton, where he bufied himfelf in fettling 
every thing for their departure the next 
morning in the pacquet which they had 
hired, and which now lay ready to receive 
them. 

. During their paflage to Havre, which 
was (hort and profperous^ the attention of 
Godolphin was equally divided betweea 
Mrs. Stafford, her children, and Emmcline. 
But when he aflifted the latter to leave the 
veflcl, he could not forbear preffing her to 
hi^ heart, while in a deep figh he bade 
adieu to the happincfs of being with her^ 
for he concluded ihe would not long re- 
oiain fingle, and after (he was married he 
determined never more to truft himfelf 
with the dangerous pleafure of beholding 
her. 

He had never mentioned the name of 
DJaoieres and ^ncw not that he waa re- 
turned 
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turned to England. Having once been 
aflured of her engagement, he was unable 
to enquire into the circumftances of what 
had deftroyed his happinefs. He knew 
they were to be married in March, and 
that Dclamere had promifcd to remain on 
the Continent 'till that period. He doubted 
not, therefore, but that Emmeline, in com- 
pliance with the^cntrcaties of her lover, had 
confented to accompany Mrs. Stafford to 
France, and by her prefcnce to charm away 
the months that had >yct intervened ; after 
which he fuppofed they would be imme* 
diately united. 

Notwithftanding fbme remarks he had 
made on the intereft (he feemcd to take in 
regard to himfclf, he imputed it merely to 
her general fenfibility and to his relation** 
fliip to Lady Adelina. He fuppofed that 
Delamerc poflcffed her heart ; and tho' it 
was the only polleffion on earth that would 
give him any chanceof happinefs, he envied 
this happy lover without hating him. He 
could not blame him for loving her, who 
was in his own opinion irreliftibk ; nor for 

hairing 
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having ufed the opportunity his good for- 
tune had given him of winning her afiec-^: 
tions. The longer he converied with her^ 
the more he was convinced that Dda- 
mere, in being as he believed nF>after of 
that heart, was the moft fortunate of human 
beings. But tho' he had not refblution 
enough to retufe himfelf the melancholy 
yet pleafing gratification of contemplating 
perfeftions which he thought could never 
be his^ and though he could not help fome- 
times betraying the ibndnefs which that 
indulgence hourly encreafed^ he never 
ferionfly meditated fupplanting the happy 
Iklamere. He did not think that to at- 
tempt ic was honourable ; and his integrirye 
would have prevented the trials had he lup- 
pofcd it poffible to fuccecd* 

Mrs. Stafford had at firft fe^n with coob- 
cern that Godolphin^ whom (he fincerel]! 
eftecmed, was nourifliing for her friend ^ 
paflion which could only fcrve to make 
him unhappy. Bu* (he now l^w it's pro- 
grels rather with pleafurc than regret;. She 
ijras piqued at the groundlefa jjcaloufy and 

lalh 
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• ra(h injuftice of Delamerc towards Em me*' 
line : and difappointed and difgufted at 
Lord Montreville's conduft towards her- 
felf i fickening at the little Gnccrity of the 
latter, and doubtful of the temper of the 
former, (he feared that if the alliance took 
place, her friend would find lefs happineis 
than fplendour : and flic looked with par-., 
tial eyes on Godolphin y who in morals, 
manners, and temper, was equally unex* 
ceptionable, and whofe fortune, tho* infe- 
rior to his birth, was yet enough for happi^ 
nefs in that ftyle of life which ihe knew 
better calculated for the temper and tafte 
of Emmeline than the parade and grandeur 
(he might fliare with Delamere. 

God'jlphin had no parents to accept her 
with dildainful and cold acquiefcence^— no 
lifter to treat her with fupercilious condc- 
fcenfion — But all his family, tho* of a rank 
fupcrior to that of Delamere, would receirc 
her with tranfport, and treat her with the 
r^fpedt and afFefltion flie Jcferved. 

Mrs. Scafford, however, fppke not to Em- 
meline of this revolution m her IcotimcntSjboi 

chofe 
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chofe rather to let the afFair take it's courfe 
than to be in any degree anfwerable for it*^s 
cbnfcquences, 

* The hour in which Godolphin was to 
leave them now approached. Unable to 
determine on bidding Emmeline farewell, 
he would ftill have lingered with her, and 
would have gone on with them to Rouen, 
where Scaff>rd waited their arrival : but 
this, Mrs. Stafford was compelled to de- 
cline ; fearing, leaft this extraordinary atten- 
tion in a (Iranger Ihould induce her huf- 
band to rnake enquiry into their firft ac- 
quaintance, and by that means lead to dif- 
coveries which could not fail of being ia- 
jurious to Lady Adelina. 

Of all that related to her, he was at pre* 
fent ignorant. He had been told, that the 
infant which his wife and Mifs Mowbray {q 
often vifitcd, was the fon of an acquaintance 
of the latterj who being obliged foon after 
it's birch to go to the Weft Injdies, had fent 
it to Bath to Emmeline, who had under- 
taken to overtook the nurft to whofc care 
it was committed. 

Into 
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Into acircumftance which DfF-rcd neither 
a fcheme to occupy his mind, or monry to 
purchafe his pkafures, StaiFord thought it 
not then worth his while farther to enquire; 
but now, in a country of which he under- 
ftood not the language, and dt- tached fronfi 
his ufual purluits, Mrs. Scaflpjrd knew not 
what ftrange fufpicions the afliduity of 
Godolphin might excite in a head lo oddly 
conttrufted •, and without explaining herrea* 
fons to Godolphin, (he faid enough tocon* 
vincchim that he muft,with whatever reluft- 
ance, leave the lovely travellers at Havre, 

He buGed himfelf, however, in adjufting 
every thing for the iafety of their journey % 
and being in the courfe of their preparations 
left alone with Emmeline, in a room of the 
hotel, he could not forbear ufing the laft 
opportunity he was likely to have of fpeak^ 
ing to her. — 

^* Has Mifs Mowbray any commands 
^^ to Lady Adclina ?'' 

** My moft affeftionate love V* anfwered 
Emmeline, ** my trueft remembrance I 
** And tell her, that the moment I am fct- 
*J tied I will give her an account of my 

" fituation^ 



234 EMMELIKE, 

^* firaacion, and of all that happens worth 
*• her knowing.** 

** We (hall hear then/* faid he, forcing 
a melancholy fmile, ** we (hall hear when 
" you meet the fortunate, the happy Mn 
*• Delanpiere.** 

** Lady Adelina/* blufhingly replied 
Emnneline, " will certainly know it if I 
•^ fliould meet him; but nothing is at prc- 
" fcnt more improbable." 

" 'Tis now," reaflumed Godolphin, 
" the laft week of January — February — 
•' March— ah ! how foon March will 
" come ! Tell me, how long in that 
^* month may Adclinadircft to Mifs Mow- 
•* brayr 

•^ Mr. Delamere, Sir/' faid Emmeline, 
gravely, " i^ not now in France." 

'* But may he not immediately return 
** thither from Geneva or any other place ? 
" Is my filler. Lady Wetthavcn, to be pre- 
*^ fent at the ceremony ?" 

*^ The ceremony,'' anfwered (he, half 
angry and half vexed, ** may perhaps ne- 
J* ver take place." 

The 
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The awkwardnefs of her fit nation in rc» 
gard to Delamerearofe forcibly to her mind^ 
and fomcthing lay very heavy at her heart. 
She tried to check the tears which were 
filling her eyes, lead they ftiould be im* 
puted to a very different caufe; but theef* 
fort (he made to conquer her feelings ren- 
dered them more acute. She took out ft 
handkerchief to wipe away thefe involun- 
tary betrayers of her emotion, and fitting 
down, audibly fobbed. 

Godolphin had afked thefe quefiions, in 
that fort of defperate refolution which ai 
perfun exerts who determines to know, ia 
the hope of being able to endure, the 
word that can befal him. But he was 
now ftiocked at the diftrcfs they had occa- 
fioned, and unable to bear the fight of hef 
tears. 

" Pardon me,** cried he, ** pardon me^ 
•^ mofl: lovely, moftamiableEmmeline!— i* 
•^ oh ! pardon me for having given a mo* 
^^ ment's pain to that foft and fenfible boi^ 
** fom. Had I fufpedted that a reference 

t^ to an cwcnt tov/ard^ which 1 fuppofed 

*' you 
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•* you looked forward with pleafure, could 
" thus affcft you, I had not prtfumcd to 
*• name it. Whenever it happens/* added 
he, after a Ihort paufe, '* whenever it hap* 
•* pens, Delamere will be the moft enviable 
** of human beings : and may you. Madam, 
•' be as happy as you are truly dcfcrving 
^* of happinefa." 

He dared not truft his voice with ano- 
ther word: but under pretence of fetching 
a giafs of water left the room, and having 
recovered himfclf, quickly returned and 
offered it to Emmeline, again apologizing 
for havinn; offended her. 

She took the glafs from him •, and faintly 
fmiling chro' her tears, faid in the gentleft 
accents — *^ I am not offended— I am only 
^ low fpirited. Tired by the voyage, and 
" (hrinking from the fatigue of a long 
*♦ journey, yet you talk to me of a jour- 
" ney for life, on which I may never fet 
'* out in the company you mention- — and 
*• ftill more probably never undertake at 
•* all," 

The entrance of Mrs. Stafford, who came 

to 
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to entreat fomedireftions from Godolphin, 
prevented the continuance of this critical 
converfation i in which, whatever the words 
imported in regard to Delamere, he found 
but little hope for himfelf. He attributed 
what Emmeline had faid to mere evafion, 
and her concern to fome little accidental 
negledt on the part of her lover which had 
excited her difpleafure. Ignorant of the 
jealoufy Delamere had conceived from the 
mifreprefcntation of the Crofts', which the 
folicitudeofEmmeline fort le infant of Lady 
Adelina had fo immediately matured, he 
bad not the moft diftant idea of the truth \ 
nor fufpeded that the paffion of Delamere 
for Emmeline, which he knew had within 
9 few weeks been acknowledged without 
hefitation, and received with encourage- 
ment, was now become to him a fource of 
infupportable torment; that (he had left 
England without bi Idiug him adieu, or 
even informing him that Ihe was gone. 

The two chaifes were now ready •, and 
Godolphin having placed in the firft, Mrs. 

Stafford 
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Stafford and her younger children, ap- 
proached Emmelinc to lead her to the 
fecond, in which ihe was to accompany the 
elder. He (lopped a moment as they were 
quitting the room, and faid— " I cannot, 
** Mifs Mowbray, bid you adieu till you 
** fay you forgive me for the impertinence 
** of my queftions/^ 

•* For inrjpertinencc ?" anfwered Emme- 
line, giving him her hand—** I cannot 

forgive you, becaufe I know not that you 

have been guilty of it. Before I go, 
" however, allow me to thank you moft 
•' fincerely for the protedtion you have af- 
" forded us/' 

** And not one word,** cried he, '^ not 
" one paiting good wi(h to your little 
** protege— to my poor William ?'* 

*^ Ah ! I fend him a thoufand !'* an- 
fwered Emmcline. 

'^ And one laft kifs, which I will carry 
" him." She fuffcred him to falute 
her; and then he haftily led her towards the 
chaife j and^ as he put her in, (aid very 

folcmnly — 
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folemnly— " Let me repeat my wi(hes, 
*^ Madam, that whcreibever you are, 
" you may enjoy felicity — ^felicity which 
" / fliall never again know ; and that 
^* Mr. Delamere— the fortunate Dela- 
** mere — may be as fenfible of your value 

^* as " 

Emmeline, to avoid hearing this fen- 
^nee concluded, bade, the chaife proceeds 
It inftantly did fo with- all the velocity a 
French poftillion could give it ; and hardly 
allowed her to obferve the mournful coun- 
tenance and dcfponding air with which 
Godolphin bowed to her, as fl»e, waving 
her hand, again bade him adieu ! 

The travellers arrived in due time fafcat 
Rouen ; where Mrs, Stafford found that 
her hulband had been prevented meeting 
her, by the necefiity he fancied himfelf 
under to watch the early neftsof his Canary 
birds-, of which he had now made* a large 
collcdtion, and whofe encreafe he attended 
to. with greater folicitude than the arrival 
of his family. Mrs.^ Scafibsd ixw with 

an 
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an eye of hopelefs regret a new fourccof 
cxpence and abfurdity opened ; but know- 
ing that complaints were more likely to 
produce anger and refentment in his mindj 
than any alteration in his condufb^ flie was 
obliged to conceal her chagrin, and to take 
pofleflion of the gloomy chiaceau which her 
hufband had chofen for her refidence, about 
fix miles from Rouen ; while Ernmeline, 
with her ufual equality of temper, tried to 
reconcile herfelf to her new abode, and 
to fhare and relieve the fatigue and uneafi- 
nefs of her friend. She found the aftivity 
fhe was for this purpofc compelled to 
exert, afluaged and diverted that pain 
which (he now could no longer hope to 
conquer, tho' (he had not yet had the 
courage to afcertain, by a narrow exami- 
nation of her heart in regard to Godol- 
phin, that it would be removed no more. 

On the evening after he had bade 
her adieu, Godolphin embarked in the 
pacqucrt which was on it's departure to 
England. The weather, tho* cold, was 

calm 
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calm ; and he fat down on the deck, 
where, after they had got a few leagues 
from France, all was profoundly quiet. 
Only the man at the helm and one fai- 
lor were awake on board* The vcfl'el 
glided thro' the expanfe of water ; while 
the foul of Godolphin fled back to Em- 
meline, and dwelt with lingering fondncfs 
on the objeft of all it's affeftion. 
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CHAPTER XL 



EMM ELI NE having thus quitted 
England, and Delamere appearing 
no longer to think of her, the Crofts,* 
who had brought about an event fo dc- 
firable for Lord Montreville, thought it 
time to claim the reward of fuch eminent 
fervice. 

Mifs Delamere, in meeting Lady Weft- 
haven at Paris, had feverely felt all the 
difference of their fituaiion; and as flie 
had repented of her clandeftine union al- 
moft as foon as (he had formed it, the 
comparifon between her fitter's hufband 
and her own had embittered her temper, 
never very good, and made her return to 
England with reluftance ; where fhejknew 
that (he could not long evade acknow- 
ledging her marriage, and taking the in- 
ferior and humiliating name of Mr^. Crofts. 
To avoid returning was however not in 

her 
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her power; nor could (he prevail on Crofts to 
delay a declaration which muft be attended 
with circumftances, to her mod mortifying 
and unpleafant. But impatient to demand 
a daughter of Lord Montreville as his 
wife, and ftill more impatient to^ receive 
twelve thoufand pounds^ which was her's 
independent of her father, he would hear of 
no delay ; and the prefent opportunity of 
conciliating Lord and Lady Montreville, 
was in the opinion of all the Crofts* family 
not to be neglefted. 

Sir Richard undertook to difclofc the 
affair to Lord Montreville, and to parry 
the firft efTufions of his Lordftiip's anger 
by a very common, yet generally fuccelsful 
ftratagem, that of affcdting to be angry 
firft, and drowning by his own clamours 
the complaints of the party really injured. 

For this purpofe, he waited early one 
morning on Lord Montreville, and with a 
countenance where fcornful fuperiority was 
difmifled for pufiUanimous dejcdtion, he 
began.— ^ 

** My Lord— when I refleft and confi- 

M 2 " dcr 



*^ der and ipcycttember tte innnmcci^bk, 
■*' invaluable aad cxtraoidiaary ^voum, 
*' kindnqffes and obligations 1 ow£ your 
*^ Lordfliip, my heart bleeds-— -and I la- 
*« mcnt and deplore and regret that it 
*^ is my lot to announce and declare and 
*' difcover, what will I fear give infinite 
*^ concern and dij8;r:efs and uneafinefs to 
*^ you — and my Lord - ■ -^^ 

** What is all this. Sir Ri.chard?" .cried 
Lord Montreville, Uaftily interrupting him. 
— -" Is Delamere married ?'* 

^'Heaven forbid !" aufwered the hypo- 
critical Crofts,— ^^ Bad, and unvvelcome, 
^^ and painful as what I have to fay is, it 
•^' does not amount or arife to tha-t mhfor- 
^' tune and calamity/' 

^* Whatever it is, Sir," faid his Lord- 
fhip impatiently, ^' let me hear it at once, 
'*'— Is IjL a difmiflfion from n>y ofEce ?'* 

'* Never, I hope !" replied Sir Richard. 
*' At leaft, for many years to cpme, may 
^^ this country not know and feel and be 
'' fenfible of fuch a lofs, deprivation and 
*^ defe6tion. My Lord, .my prefent con- 

*^ cern 
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^* cern h o£a vdry different nature; and I 
*^ do affure and proteft tD your Lordlllip 
*^ that no' time nor ehCTeaties nor perfua- 
** fion will ctafc^ and obliterate and wipe 
** av^ray from: my nuind, the injury- and 
*^ prejudice the parties have done me^ by 
<* thus——.'* 

*^ Keep me no tenger in fufpenfe!*' 
almoft angrily cried Lord Mont'reville. 

*'* Mr. Crofts, my^ Lord-^Mu, Grofts is, 
** I find, married—'* 

** To my daughter, Sir Kichani,-*U^ it 

*' He isiindfeed, myLdrd landfrom this 
*^ moment. I: difdaiil3r**iif«i *^ttoO«:eand- 
*♦ prooeftagainffi him ;. Sot myi ILorrf*-— -•* 

Sir Richard continued his haranguti to 
wdxielt Lord Montrcville' did not fcem to- 
attend* He was^^ a moment filent^ and^ 
tHen:faid»— 

^* Ihavfc been more to blame tJian the 
•^ parties.'— I might have forefecn this. 
^^ Biir I) thought Fanny's pride a^ fufficient 
^^ defence againft! ao^ inferior alliance. 

M 3 *^ Brajfc 
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•* Pray Sir, docs Lady Montrcville know 
** of this marriage?*' 

Sir Richard then related all that his fon 
had told him; interlarding his account 
with every circumftance that might induce 
bis Lordlhip to bejieve he was himfelf en- 
tirely ignorant of the intrigue. Lord Mon- 
treville, however, knew too much of man^ 
kind in general, and of the Crofts' in par- 
ticular, to give implicit credit to this artful 
recital. But Sir Richard was now become 
fo neceflary to him, and they had fo many 
fecrets in common of great confequeiicc to 
the political reputation of both, that he 
could not determine to break with him. 
He confidered too that refentment could 
not unmarry his daughter; that the lineal 
honours of his family could not be affefted 
by her marriage; and that he owed the 
Crofts' fome favour for having counterafted 
the indifcretion ofDelamere. Determin- 
ing therefore, after a (hort ftruggle, to facri- 
fice his pride to his politics, he difmiffed 
Sir Richard with infinitely lefs appearance 
of refentment than he expefted ; and after 

long 
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long contention with the furious and iraf- 
cible pride of his wife, prevailed upon her 
to let her daughter depart without her ma- 
kdidion. She would not fee Crofts, or 
pardon her daughter ; protefting that (he 
never could be reconciled to a child of her's 
who bore fuch an appellation as that of 
** Mrs. Crofts'^ Soon afterwards, how- 
ever, the Marquifate which Lord Montre- 
ville had been fo long promifed was to be 
granted him. But his wife could not bear, 
that by afluming a title which had be- 
longed to the Mowbray family, (a point 
he particularly wifhed to obtain) he (hould 
drop or reader fecondary thofe honours 
which he derived from htr anceftors. Wea- 
ried by her perfecution, and accuftomed to 
yield to her importunity, he at length grati- 
fied her,byrelinquifliiBgthenamc hewiflied 
to bear, and taking the title of Marquis of 
Montreville, while his fon aflumed that of 
Vifcount Delamere. This circumftancc 
feemed more than any other to reconcile 
Lady Montreville to her eldeft daughter,, 
whofc fumame (he could evade under 

M 4 the 
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the more Iads£iftory ^peUadon of Lad^ 
Frances* She was now therefore admitted; 
to her mother^s prefence; Ciofis lecatrod an? 
haughty andrdudant pardon ; aad fboie dc^ 
gree of tranqMiliity was reftored to the noble 
boufe of Mowt>ray-Delaai€3e; w^ile die 
Cro&s, more elated and confequcntial than- 
before, behaved as* if they had inherited' 
and deferved the fortune and fplendor that- 
furrounded ihem : and the table, the build- 
ings, the fumicx^re of Sir Richard, vied in. 
expence and magnificence with thofe oB 
the moft affluent/ of the nobiKty. 

Lord Delamere, to whom the acquifitioa« 
-ofi titl^ could offer nothing in mitigatioti?' 
of the anguifti inflifted by difappointecP 
love, was now at Dublin ; where, immedi- 
ately on his arrival, he had enquired for 
Colonel Fitz- Edward at the houfe of his- 
brother^ Lord Clancarryl. 

As rhe family were in the country, and' 
only a fcrvant in it, he could not for fbme 
(lays obtain the information he wanted. He 
heart! jhoweverjthatLordClancarryl was very 
Ii)ont.xpc(^Uxi, and for his arrival he deter- 
mined 
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mined to wait. Iti tiiis iniiiwaft of fufpeirffe,, 
he heard from a correfpondent in England, 
that Mifs Mowbray haid- noc only difap*' 
peat^d from : Woodfieidv but Hadaftualty 
quitted England ; and was gone no one 
knew precifely whither; but icwasgcne- 
feUIy fuppofed to France. 

Tho' he had; fworn in bittemefs- of heart 
to drive for ever from it this perfidious 
and fatal beauty, ic iccmed' as if forgetting 
his refblution, he had m this intelligence 
received anew injury. He ftill fancied that 
fhe fhould have told him of her defign tO; 
quit England without: recollcdling that he 
had given her no opportunity to fpeak to 
him aralL: - 

Again he fek his anger towards Fitz- 
EHward animated almoit to madnefs; and^ 
again impatiently &ught to haften a meet<* 
iisgrwhen he might difcufa with himalitfac 
mifchief he had fuftained. 
- Lord Clancarryl coming for a few 
days to Dublin^ found there letters from 
iLord M^ntrevdlky in which his LoBdfhip 
befpoke for his fob the acquaintance of the 

M:5.' Clancarryl' 
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Clancarryl family. Defirous of (hewing 
every attention to a young man fo nearly 
connesfted with his wife's family, by the 
marriage of her brother. Lord Wefthaven, 
to his younger fifter, and related alfo to 
himfelf,Lord Clancarryl immediately fought 
Delamere; and was furprifed to find, that 
inftead of receiving his advances with 
warmth or even with politenefs, he hardly 
returned them with common civility, and 
feemed to attend to. nothing that was faid. 
The firft paufe in the converfation, how- 
ever, Delamere took advantage of to en- 
quire after Colonel Fitz-Edward. 

'* My brother,** anfwered Lord Clan- 
carryl, *^ left us only three days ago." 

** For London, my Lord?'' 

" No; he is gone with two other friends 
** on a kind of pleafurabte tour.— They 
^*^ hired a floop at Cork to take them ta 
** France.'* 

** To France!'* exclaimed Dtlamere— ^ 
^* Mr. Fitz-Edward gone to France ?'* 

** Yes,** replied Lord Clancarryl, fome- 
what wondering at the furprife Delamecc- 

cxprelled— 
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cxprcffcd—" and I promoted the plan as 
** much as I could ; for poor George is, I 
** am afraid, in a bad ftate of health ; his 
•* looks and his fpirits arc not what they 
** ufcd to be, Chearful company, and this 
** little toiir, may I hope reftorc them. 
" But how happens it that he knew not^ 
** Sir, of your return ? He was perfuaded 
'* you were ftill abroad ; and exprefled 
** fome pleafure at the thoughts of meeting 
** you when you leaft expetSted it.** 

" No, no, my Lordj'* cried Delamcrej. 
in a voice rendered ajmoft inarticulate by 
contending paffions--*" his hope was not 
*' to meet we. He is gone with far other 
« defigns.'* 

*^What defigns, Lord Delamere?^" 
gravely aiked LordClancarryl.. 

" My Loixl,*' anfwered. Delamere, re- 
collcftiiig himfelf, '^ I mean not to trouble 
'^ you on ihis^^ matter. I have fome bufinefs. 
•^ to adjuft with Miv Fitz-Edward; and 
*• fince he is not here, have only to re-: 
• ^ qucfl of your XUH-dfbip information when 
" he returns^ or whithcf a. letter may fot 
,^* low him?!* 

M:6 «SiC 
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** Sir/' returned Lord Glancairyl, vtixh 
great gravity, ** I believe I can- anfwcr for 
** Colonel Firz-Eidward's rcadinefs to iSct- 
*^ t\t any bufinefs yoxi may dbfire to aldjiaft 
" with him ; and' I wifti^. fincc there is 
*' bufinefs between ye, that I could name 
^ the time when, you are likely to meet 
** him. All, however,, I can decidedly^ 
*^^ fay is, that he intends going vo Paris, 
^* but that his ftay in France, will not ex- 
•' cced five or fix weeks in the whole ; and 
*^ that fuch letters as I may have occaflon- 
" to fend, are to be addrefled ro the* care 
^^ of Monficur de Guifnon, banker, at 
'' Paris/' 

Delamere having received this intelli- 
gence, took a cold leave ; and Lord Glan- 
carryl, who had before heard much of his 
impetuous temper and dcfeftive education, 
was piqued at his diftant manner, and- re- 
turned to his houfe in the country without 
making any farther effort to cultivate his 
fjfiendOiip. 

Debating whether he fhouW follow Fitz- * 
Edward.to France or wait hi^ return to Ire- 
land, 
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land, Delatncrc remained, torn with jei- 
loufy and diftraded by» delay. He irtrtnf 
convinced bej'ond a doubt, that Rtz- Ed- 
ward had met Emmcline in France' by her 
own appointment, ** But let them not," • 
cried he — *' let them not hope to efcapc 
me ! Let them not fuppofe I will relin- 
qui(h my purpctfe ^till I have puniflicdr 
** their infamy or ceafc to feel it! — Oh t 
" Emmeiine ! Emmeiine ! is it for this I 
*• purfued — for this I won thee !'* 

The violence ofthofe emotions he felt 
after Lord Clancarryl^s departure, fubfided^ 
only bccaufe he had no one to liften to, no 
one to anfwer him. He determined,- as- 
Lord Ckncarryl feemed fo certain of his- 
brother's return in the couffe of fix w^ekaf,- 
to wait in Ireland till the: end of that pe- 
riod, fince* there was but litde probability, 
of his meeting him if he purfued hira to 
France. He concluded that wherever Etff''" 
mdihe was, Fitz- Edward might be found* 
alfoi but the refidence of Emmeiine htf 
kncw^ not, nor conld be bear a moment- 10: 
think that he might fee them t0g<SLher. 

The 
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The violence of his rcfentmcnt, far from 
declining, fecmed to rcfift all the checks 
m gratification received, and to burn with 
accumulated fiiry. His nights brought 
only tormenting dreams ; his days only a 
repetition of unavailing anguilh. 

He had feveral acquaintance among 
young men of faOiion at Dublin. With 
them he fometimes aflbciated -^ and tried 
to forget his uneafincfs in the pleafures of 
the table ', and fometimes he Ihunned them^ 
ciuirely, and (hut himfelf up to indulge 
his difquiet. 

In the mean time, Lady Clancarryl was: 
extremely mortified at the account her huP- 
band gave her of Delamere*s behaviour. 
She knew that her brother. Lord Weft- 
haven, would be highly gratified* by any 
attention (hewn to the family of his wife; 
particularly to a brother to whom Lady- 
Wefthaven was fo much attached. She^ 
therefore entreated her Lord to overlook 
DelamereV petulance, and renew the invi-. 
tation he had given him to Lough Carryl.. 
But his Lordfliip, difgufted with tberecep-. 

tiOA 
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tion he had before met with, laughed, and 
defired her to try whether ber civilities 
woiild be more gracioufly accepted. Lady 
Clancarryl therefore took the trouble to go 
herfelf to Dublin : where (he fo prcfiingly 
infifted on Delamere^s paffing a fortnight 
with them, that he could not evade the in- 
vitation without declaring his animpfity 
againft Fitz-Edward^ and his refolution to 
demand fatisfaftion — a declaration which 
could not fail of rendering his purpofe 
abortive. He returned, therefore, to LrOugh 
Carryl with her Ladyfhip; meanh^toftay 
only a few days, and feeling hurt at being 
thus compelled to become the inmate of a 
family into which he might fo foon carry 
grief and refentment.. 

Godolphin, afi^er his return to ibe Iflei of 
Wight, abandoned himfelf more than ever 
to the indulgence of his palfibtt.. He fopthcd 
yer encrcafed his melancholy by poetry and 
mufic ; and Lady Adelina for ibme time 
contributed to. nouri& feelings too much 
ii> uaifoa with her own.^ He now no longer 
aflfefted to conceal fk-om her his atuchment 

to 



tt) her lo^^ely friend ;: but to hci* only it wvis 
known. Her voic^y andi esquifiter nBod^ 
h« loved to employ in finging^the vferfiw 
he made ;. and he would fit hours* by hex* 
piano forte to hear repeated one <rf* the 
many fbnnets he had written on her wha. 
eccupied' all his thougbtsr^r 

S O N' N E T. 

» 

When welcome flonrber (ets my fpirit free. 

Forth t6 ft6titiotls happiirefs it flies, 
An4 wkete Elyiian^ bowers of bli/s arife^ 

I fcem, my Eromcline — to meet with thee 1. 

Ah 1 Fancy then,, diflblving human ties, 
" Gives me the wifh«s ofmy foul to fee; 
Tears of fond pity fill thy foftened eyes ; 
In heaveuly harmony — our hearts agrcct 

Alas ! thefe joys are mine in dreams alone,. 

When cruel Reafon abdicates her throne! 
Her harlh return condemns me to complain 

Thro' life unpitied, unrelieved, unknown : 
And, as the dear delufions leave my brain. 
She bids the traih recur-— 'with aggravated paih. 

But 
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BatLaidy Addinar hcrfclf' at length gr^JiP* 
nncafy at- beholding* the progrefs of thiss 
unhappy^pafiion. His mind feemed to ha)v«: 
loft all' it's ftrcngth, and to be incapablfe o£ 
making even an effort tb fliake off an af-» 
fedlion which his honour would not aliav^ 
him to attempt rendeiing fuccefsfuL His 
fpirits, affeded by the liflle&« folittidef iat 
which he livedo were funk into hopeSefih 
defpondcnce ; and his: fift'cn \tras' everyfe day- 
more alarmed^ not onI)< fon his' peate but 
fbr his life. She dierefore tried' to miftke 
him dctCKnine to quit her, for a^ ihort 
abode in London.;, but to do that heabfo* 
Ibtely refufed. Lord Clancarryl had long^ 
preflcd him to go ' to Ireland: he had not' 
feen his eldeft lifter for fome years ; and 
ardently/ wiflied to efnbrtice her and- heir! 
children. But Fitz-Edward was at her 
boufe;: and to meet Fitz-Ed^Mard was im- 
poffible. Lady Clancarryl, deceived by a 
plaufible ftory, which had been framed to 
account for Lady Adelina's abfence, was» 
as well as her Lord, entirely ignorant of . 
the Ihare Fitz-Edward had in it: they 

believed 
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believed it to have been occafioncd folcljr 
by her antipathy to Trelawny, and her fear 
left her relations (hould infUl on her again 
refiding with him; and it was neccffary 
that nothing (hould be faid to undeceive 
diem. 

Godolphin had therefore been obliged 
to form feveral excufes to account for bis 
declining the preffing invitations he re* 
ceived ; and he fouod that his eldeft iifter 
was already much hurt by his apparent 
negledb. In one of her taft letters, (he had 
mentioned that Fitz-Edward was gone to 
France; and Lady Adelina pointed out to 
Godolphin feveral paflagcs which convinced 
him he had given pain by his long abfence 
to his beloved Camilla, anfl prevailed upon 
him to go to Ireland. He arrived there- 
fore at Lough Carryl two days after his lifter 
had returned thither with Lord Delamere. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



MR. Godolphin was extremely fur- 
prifed to find, in Ireland^ Dclamcre, 
the happy Delamere ! who he fuppofed had 
long fince been with Emmeline, waiting the 
fortunate hour that was to^unite them for 
ever. A very few weeks now remained of the 
year which he had promifed to remain un- 
married; yet inftead of his being ready to 
attend his bride to England, to claim in 
the face of the world his fatlier's confent, 
he was lingering in another country, where 
he appeared to have come only to indulge 
dejedtion; for he frequently fled from 
fociety, and when he was in it, forgot him- 
felf in gloomy reveries. 

Nobody knew why he came to Ireland,, 
unlefs to fatisfy a ciiriofity of which nothing 
appeared to remain; yet he ftill continued 
there ; and as Lord and Lady Clancarryl 
were now ufed to his Angular humour, they 

never 
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never enquired into it's caufe; while h^^ 
flattered by the regard of two perfons (b 
amiable and rcif^efta&le^i (aflTimi-'not his 
enmity to Fitz-Edward to interfere with the 
fatisfadtion he fometimes took in their 
fMictyr; the^'b^ ofttoer p^ tile day al^* 
nRi&etitii4i)|L>alwie; • (^^i^hindo^l(^m>«^ 

wiiac^ MihhpeAody oould' fepar^ftef to^ni' 
whbiiP vmicm^ a^jMarfrd' fy otrtMi. ' Btif tHi^^ 
curibfit)!^^ lie h^' fkt mean^ o^ fatis^fy jng". 
Ijtii^tifAiPcmyihta^ heait) nothi»g^<irifiilli 
ehgagemtitty or aity Hint of bis vippr^iaeHiing''^ 
marriagie?; ahd tteo* fat was on all otiier 
topics, whcor.he emttiredaf aH'into e^Bver- 
fatiow, remarkably^ opito* and unguatdfed^ 
hr fpbtee nbtf, in company, of '^ything jtfeat 
related tohimielf, - 

He feemcjd^ howewfr; tto fe^ete a cfoftr in^ - 
timacy with Godolphin^^ whofe' ex^jeHfettt- 
charaftet hfe had'^ often heard, and whofe 
appeatunce and ccttiverfation confirmed* air 
that had been reported^ in his favbtir,. 
GodclpUin neither courted* him or evaded* 
hts advances^ but- could not help looking 

with. 
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-with aftt^niftiQaent on a man, who 'on the 
point of being the bufband of the moft 
l<>v6ly woman on earth, could faunter in a 
counitry where he appeared to have neither 
attachments or fatisfaftion. Sometimes he 
lalmoft ventured to hope that their engage- 
.mjBnt was diflblvcd : but then recoUcfting 
thait Lftdy Adelma.had affurcdliim the pro- 
-inife c^Emmetine (was ftiil uQcanceU€d> he 
c;becji:6d fo .flattering an illufion, and re- 
turned -again to ^uncertainty and defpon- 
dence. 

Oil the third d^y -after Godottphin's ar- 
jival, Delamere, who intended to go back 
to Dublin the following morning fave one, 
joined Lady Clancarpyl and her brother 
in the drawing room inuncdiately after 
•dinner. 

Godolphin, on account of the expe<9:ed 
returjicrfFitz^Edw^rd, had dfltermined to 
make only a (hort ftay.at liOugh Carryl. 
He wiihed to carxy with him to his own 
.boufe, portraits erf .his .fifter and her chil- 
dren; and wqis expreffing to her this wifh— - 
*' I (liould like to feavp them/' faid he. 



''in 
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'* in a large miniature; the fame fize as 
*' one I have of Adelina." 

*' Have you then a portrait of Adclina,'* 
enquired Lady Clancarryl, ** and have not 
'* yet (hewn it me?" 

'* I have/' anfwered Godolphin ; ** but 
^' my fitter likes not that it (hould be fccn. 
** It is very like her now; but has little 

refemblance to her former pi£hires« This 

is painted by a young lady, her friend." 
He then took it out of his pockety and gave 
it to Lady Clancarryl. 

" And is Adelina fo thin and pale," 
afkcd her Ladylhip, *' as (he is here repre- 
" fented?^' 

More fo," anfwered Godolphin • 
She is then greatly changed. — ^Yet 
*' the eyes and features, and the whole air 
*^ of the countenance, I (hould immediately 
*' have ackno\vledgcd." Continuing to 
look penfively at the pidlure, (he added, 
'* *Tis charmingly coloured; and might 
*^ reprefent a very lovely and penitent 
^' Magdalen, The black veil, and tearful 
" eye, arc beautifully touched. But why 

'•did 
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** did you indulge her in this melancholy 

GodoIphin,exceffively hurt at thisfpeech, 
anfwered mournfully—" Poor Adelina, 
'* you know, has had little reafon to be 
*'gay.- 

Delamerc, who during this converfation 
itemed loft in his own refledions, now fud- 
denly advanced, and defired Lady Clan- 
carryl would favour him with a fight of the 
pifture. He took it to a candle ; and look- 
ing fteadily on it, was ftruck with the light- 
nefs of the drawing, which extremely re- 
fembled the portraits Emmeline was accuf- 
tomed to make ; tho' this was more highly 
finilhed than any he had yet feen of her*s. 

Without being able to account for his 
idea, iince nothing was more likely than 
that the drawing of two perfons might re- 
fcmble each other, he looked at the back 
of the piftiirc, which was of gold; and in 
the centre a fmall oval chrjrftal contained 
the words Em^ Mowbray^ in hair, knd under 
it the name of Melina Trehwny. It was 
indeed a mcmoriaJl of Enimeline's affedion 

to 
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to her friend ; and the name was in htfr 
own hair ; a circumftance that made it as 
dear to Godolphin as the iikenefe it bore 
xo his fifter : and the whole was rendered 
in his eyes ineftimable, by its being painted 
by herfelf. Delamere, aftoniftied and pain- 
ed he knew not why, determined to hear 
-from Godolphin himfelf the name of the 
-paintrefs : returning it to hini^ be faid*-* 
♦^ A lady, you fay. Sir, drew it. May J 
^^ afk her name?*' 

Godolphin, now firft aware of the indi£- 
-cnetion he had committed, and flattering 
himfelf that the chryftal had not been in- 
fpefted, anfwered with an affectation of 
pleafantry,— ^' Oh ! I believe it Is a fecret 
*' between my fifter and her friend which I 
*' have no right to reveal ; and to tell you 
** the truth I teized Adelina to give me 
** the pidure, and obtained it only on 
*' condition of not (hewing it/' 

Delaraere, who had fo often fwom to 
forget her, flill fancied he had a right to be 
cxclufively acquainted with all that related 
to Emmeline. He felt himfelf piqued by 

this 
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this cvafion, and anfwercd Ibmewhat 
quickly—** I know the drawing. Sir ; it is 
•* done by Mifs Mowbray.'* 

Godolphin was then compelled to an- 
swer " that it was." 

** I envy Mifs Mowbray her charming 
** talent/' cried Lady Clancarryl, " Pray 
" who is Mifs Mowbray?** 

*• A relation of Lord Delamere's,*' an- 
iwered Godolphin; •* and a moft lovely 
. ** and Amiable young woman.** 

Dclamere, whofe varying countenance 
ill feconded his attempt to appear indifferent 
on this fubjedt, now grew pale, now red. 
Are you acquainted then with Mifs 

Mowbray, Sir?** faid he to Godolphin. 
I have feen her,** replied Godolphin, 
'*' with my filler. Lady Adelina Trc- 
« lawny.** 

He then hurried the difcourfe to feme 
other topie ; being unwilling to anfwer any 
other queftions that related either to hif 
fifter or her friend. 

But Delamere, whofe wounds bled afrefll 
at the name of Emmeline, and who could 

VpL.IIL N not 






not tcfiR, enquiring after her of a pcrCcm 
who hadfo lately fecnher, took the earlieft 
opportunity of feeking Godolphin to renew 
this difcourfe^ 

They met therefore the following morn- 
ing in the breakfaft parlour; and Delamere 
ftiddenly turning the converfation from the 
topics ofthe day, faid — " Youare, 1 find,ac- 
•* quainted with Mifs Mowbray, You may 
** perhaps know that Ihe is not only a rcla- 
. *^ tion of mine, but that 1 was particularljc 
^^ interefted in whatever related to her/* 

Godolphin, whofe heart fluttered fo as 
almoft to deprive him of fpeech, anfwered 
irery gravely—^* I have heard fo from Mrs. 
** Stafford/* 

** Then you know, perhaps — *— But 
*^ you. are undoubtedly well acquainted 
*^ with Colonel Fitz-Edward?" 

** Certainly,'* replied Godolphin. ^^ He 
^^ was one of my moftJntimate friends.*' 

*^ Then, Sir,'* cried Delamere, lofing all 
temper, ^^ one of your moil intimate friends 
*^ is a villain ! '* 

Godolphin, (hocked at an exprefiion 

which 
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which gave him reafon to apprehend Lady 
Adelina's ftory was known, anfwercd with 
great emotion — " You will be fo good, 
^^ my Lord, as to explain that affertion; 
^* which, whatever may be it's truth, is very 
** extraordinary when made thus abruptly 

•< to me/* 

** You are a man of honour, Mr. Godoi- 
*^ phin, and I will not conceal from you 
*' the cruel injuries I have fuftained from 
'* Fitz-Edward, nor that I wait here only 
. •* to have an opportunity of tctting ' him 
M that I bear them not tamely,** He then 
.related, in terms equally warm and bit- 
ter, the fuppofed alienation of Emme^ 
line's affedions by the artifices of Fitz- 
Exiward, enumerated all the imaginary 
.proofs with which the invidious artifices 
.of the Crofts' had furnifhed him, and 
concluded by affening, that he had him- 
felf feen, in the arms of Emmeline, a 
living witnefs of her ruin and the perfidy 
of his faithlcfs friend. 

To this detail, including as it did the 
>rcal hiftory of his fitter under the falfe colours 

N ft in 



in which theX>ofb' bad dreft ictomiflead 
Delamere and dc&roy Emmeline, Godol* 
phin iiftened with fenfations unpoffible to 
be dcfcribed. He could not hear.wkfaout 
horror the charadcr of Emmeline thus 
cruelly Uafted ; yet her vindication he cotdd 
not undertake without revealmg to a ftran* 
fgjsr &e unhappy ftory of Lady Adelina^- 
which he had with ixifinite difficulty con- 
cealed ev^B from his own fiunily. 

The fiery and impatient fpirit T>f Dda- 
, mere Uaziag forth in meM^re and inTeftive^ 
gaveGodoIphin time to colleft his thoughts; 
and he almofl immediately determined^ 
whatever it coft him, to clear up the repu- 
tation of Emmeline. 

Tho' he faw, that to explain the whole 
affair mufi: put the charaAer of his iSftery 
which he had been fb folicitous to preferve, 
into the power of an inconliderate young 
man, yet he thought he might truft to the 
, honour and humanity of Delamere to keep 
the fecret ; and however mortifying (uch a 
meafure appeared, his juflicc as well as his 
Jove would not allow him to fuffer the in- 
nocent 
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nocent Emmdinc to remain under an im<* 
putation which fne had incurred only by 
her generous and difintereiled- attentions to 
the weaknefs and misfortunes of another. 

But refolutely as he bore the pain of thefe 
rcfiedUons^ he fhrunk from others with* 
which they were mingled: he forefaw,. 
that as foon as the jealoufy of Delamei'c^ 
was by his information renK)ved ; his love^r 
which feemcd to be as paflionate as ever, 
l^ould prompt him to feek a reconciliation ; : 
bis repentance would probably be followed 
by Emmeline's forgivenefs and their imme* 
diate union« 

Farewell then for ever to all the hopes he 
had nouriflied fince' his unexpcdted meet- 
ing with Delamere ! — Farewell to every ex*. 
peftation of happinefs for ever ! 

But tho' in rclinquilhing' thefe delightful • 
yifions he relinquKhed all that gave a value : 
to life, fo truly did he love and revere her, 
that to have the fpotlefs purity of her name 
fullied evjen by a doubt feemed an infup- 
portable injufticc to himfelf ; and his affec- . 
tion was of a nature too noble to owe it's 

N 3 fuccefs- 
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fuccefe to amifreprefentaiioh injurious to 
it^s objc6l:. That the compaffion which had: 
Ikvcd his fifter, (hould be the catife of her 
having fuffercd from the fufpicious msdicc 
of the Crofts' and the raih jealoufy of Dela* 
Ttitre, redoublfed all his concern; and he 
wais fb much agitated and hurt, that with-^ 
dut farther confid^sratioh he was on the 
point of relating the truth inftantiy^ had 
not the entry of Lord Clancarryl for thsit' 
time puf an end to their dlfcourfe : fronk* 
tfeis refolution, formed in the integrity of^ 
hh u^ght heart, nothing could long divert 
him ; yet he refledled, as foon as he v^m 
aione, on the violent and ungovernable 
paffions which feemed to render Dcla- 
mere, unguided by reafon and incapable of 
hearing it. He was apprehenfive that the 
difcovery, if made to him at Lough Carryl, 
might inflvtencehim to fay or do fomcthing 
that might difcover to Lady Clancarryl the 
unhappy (lory of her fifter; and he thought 
it better to deky the explanation 'till he 
could follow Dclamere to Dublin, which he 
determined to dp. ixi a few days after he left 
Lough Carryl. 

This 
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This interval gave him time to feel all 
the pain of the facrifice he was abput to 
make. Nor could all his ftrength of mind, 
and firmnefs of honour, prevent his re-^ 
lu(S:ancc or cure his anguifb. 

He was about to reftore to the arms of 
his rival, the only woman he had ever really 
loved ; and whom he adored with the moft 
anient pajQGIon, at the very moment that his 
honour compelled him to remove the im* 
pediments to her marriage with another. 

Sometimes he thought that he might afc 
leaft indulge himfdf in the melancholy 
pleafure of relating to her in a letter, whab 
he had done, as foon as the explanatipa:^ 
(hould be made : but even this gratifica- 
tion he at length determined to rcfufe hinx- 

ftlf. 

<* If (he loves Ddamere,'* faid he, *^ IJie 
*^ will perhaps rejoice in the effcdt and for- 
*^ get the caufe. If (he has, as I have 
** fometimes dared to hope, lome friend- 
*^ fliip and: efteem :for the left fortunate 
*^ Godolphi^^, why fljould I ^ound a 
•^ heart fo full of fenfibility by*relAtiog tbC; 

N4 ^^conflids 



^ conflifks of my foul and the pafKoa' I 
•• have vainly indulged J** ''* 

A latent hope, however,almoft unknowQj' 
tt leaft unacknowledged, lingered in fail 
heart. * It was poffible th»t Emmeline^ re^ 
leoting the injuriQus fufpicions andrf^ 
aocufacions of Delamere, might refuie to' 
iulfil her engagement. But whenever this ; 
{eeble hope m fpite of himfelf nofe, he m 
membered her foft and forgiving temper^ ' 
her ftrift adherence to her word on 'other 
occaiionS) and it faded in a convidion that 
(he would pardon her repentant lover wheft' 
he threw himfelf on her mercy ; and not 
evade a promife fo (blemnly given, which *• 
he learned from Delamerehimfelf had never 
been cancelled. 

Delamere riiftw returned to Dublin; and* 
in a few days Gbdolphin followed hhn : But 
on enquiring at his lodgings, he heard ihaT 
he was gone o\it of town for fome" days ' 
with fomc of his friends on a^party of plea* 
fure. Godolphin left a letter for him dc* 
firing to fee him immediately on his return f - 
and then again refigned himfelf to the 

painful 
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painful delight of thinking of Etnmeline^. 
and to the confcious fatisfadion of becom* 
ing the vindicator and protestor of her ho- 
nour even unknown to hcrfelf. 

Emmeline, in the mean time, unhappy ia 
the unhappinefs of thofe (he loved, and by 
BO mean's flattered by the profpc6t of de- 
pendence thro' life, of which Lord Mon^ 
treville now made her fee all the drearinefs 
and defolation, by the carelefs and irregular 
niannet in which even her fmall quarterly 

• ftipend was remitted to her,, yet exerted all 
her fortitude to fupport the fpirits of Mrs» 
Stafford; Calm in the poflefHon. of confcious 
innocence, and rich in native integrity and 
noblenefs of nature, Ihe was, tho* far from 

Jhappy herfelf, enabled to mitigate the for- 
rows^ of othecir Nor was her refidence, 
(otherwifejdifagreeableand foiiora enough) 
entirely without it^s advantages. It affbfrde4 

. her time and opportunity to render herfelf 
pcrfedly miftrefs of the language of the 
country ; of which ^ (he had before only a 
flight knowledge* To the ftudy of lan- 
guages, her niind fa fucccfsfuUy applied it- 

N 5 felf, 



Icflf^diat fte viely fooii ^pdibe iad WNM 
Fraaeli wilfrthc ccHTeftndK »oc •tdjr dP H 
nadve, bctt tiiz native iiriell'«i$uattei^ 

While (he tkas foffered biiridlhirieid^ h» 
ecmfeqiience of the foccefefiit ktcriguetof 
dbeGtofts'^&iiiilf, ch^ enjoyed alt &» ad^ * 
▼tetagea^of sheilr proS^yerotn dUflidfty r Uii 
icaft the]|r o^oyed all the fads&^kttt: Aati 
arifes'fioto accumuladng wealth- andean 
•ftcittatibiia difplay of it. Sir Richdnlp bf 
d^e polittcftl knowledge his^ {^ace affi>ided 
htm^ had becf^ enabled (by means of trafty^ 
agents) to* carry^ on fuch fuccefsfbl traffic 'm 
die ftocks, that he now faw himfclf poflTeffcd 
of wealth greater than his moft fangnine 
hopes had ever prefented to his imagina-^ 
don« But as his fortune enlarged, his fpi^ 
rit feemed to €ontra<9: in regard to every 
thing that did not adminifter to his pride- 
or his. a{^eiite«. In the luxuiiea of the ta«- 
ble, hishoufe, his gardens^ he expended 
tmmenie. funis ; and the aftoniihed worid 
few, widi? envy and indignation j wealthy, 
which feemed to be ill-gotten, as profbfely 
%uanderedu But dead to evety generous and^ 

iruly 
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truly liberal fcntiment, thcfe cxpcnccs: wer^- 
confined only to himfelf ; and in regard to> 
others he dill notiriflied the fordid prcju*. 
dices and narrow fentimcnts with which he- 
fet out in life — a needy adventurer, trufting- 
to cunning and induftry for fcanty and prc-- 
carious bread.. Mr. Croft$> who had re- 
ceived twelve thoufand poOnda with his^. 
wife, (whofe clandeftine niarriag^ had pre- 
vented it's being fecured in fcttlement,)= 
ufedit as his father dire(5tcd, in gaming in. 
the ftocks, with equal avidity and equali 
fuccefi. Lady Frances, in having mar- 
ried beneath herfelf, had yet relinquiflied: 
none of the privileges of high birth: (he 
played deep, dreffed in the extremity of 
expence, and was celebrated for the whim- 
fical fplendor of her equipage and the-^ 
brilliancy of her affemblies. Her hufband^ 
loved money almoft as>wcll as the feme ao* 
quired by thefe fafliionable difplays of her 
Lady (hip's tafte; but on the flighteft hint 
of difapprobation, he was awed into filence 
by her fcomful indignation; and with 
af])erity bade to obferve^ that tho^ the, 

N. 6. daughter 
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daughter of the Marquis of Monttevillc 
had fo far forgotten her rank as to many 
the fon of Crofts the attorney, (he would 
allow nobody elfe to forget that (he was 
ftill the daughter of the Marquis of Mon- 
trerille. 

This right honourable eloquence fub- 
dued the plebeian fpirit of Crofts ; while 
he was alfo compelled to fubmit patiently^ 
left Lord Montreville (hould be offenSed,- 
and' withhold the fortune he farther, ex-- 
pefted to receive. Lady Frances therefore 
porfucd the mofl extravagant career of 
diffipation unchecked. She was young, 
handfome and vain; and faw every day 
new occafion to lament having thrown her- 
ft if away en Crofts : and as (he could not 
now rclcafe herfelf from him, ftie Teemed 
determined to render him at leaft a fafhiou- 
ablehufband.. 

Mrs. James Crofts trod as nearly as fhc 
could in the footflteps of -Lady Frances ; ' 
whofe name ftie feemed to take exquiiiie 
pleafure in repeating, tho* its illuftrioiis 
jvjffeffi(X fcarce deigned to treat her with 



k^ 
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common civility; and never on any ac-« 
count admitted her to any thing but her 
moft private parties^ with a few dependants 
andrperfons who found the way to her fa« 
vour by adulation. Mrs. James Crofts 
however confblcd herfelf for the flights (he 
received from Lady Frances, by parading 
in all inferior companies with the names of 
her high and illudrious relations : and (he 
employed the fame tradefpeople, laid out* 
with them as much money, and paid ihem 
better than Lady Frances heifelf. 

Her charidt and job horfes were difcarded 
for a faOiionable coach > her bouTe at Clap- . 
ham, for an elegant town re(idence. She 
tried to hide the * approaches of age, by 
rouge ; and drefs and amufemcnts effeftu-^ 
ally kept o(f the approaches of thought ;" 
her hufband, flowly yet certainly was 
creeping up the hill of prefcnnent; her., 
daughters were certainly growing more 
beautiful and accomplilhed than their mo- 
ther; and Mrs* James Crofts fancied (he 
was h?ppy» 

CHAT- 
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CHAPTER XTII. 



IT was now early in May ; and in the. 
blooming orchards and extenfive bcech^ 
woods of Normandy, EmmeHae founds' 
much to admire and fomething to lament. 
The Seine, winding thro* the vale an4 
bringing numberlefs Ihips and veffels ta 
Rouen, furrounded by hills fringed with: 
forefts, the property of the crown/ and ex- 
lending even to that of Arques, formed a. 
rich and entertaining fcene. But however 
beautiful the outline, the landfcape ftill 
appeared ill finifhed : dark and ruinous 
hovels, inhabited by peafants frequently 
fuffering die extremes of poverty; half 
cultivated fields, wanting the variegated; 
cnclofurcs that divide the lands in Eng-- 
land ; and trees often reduced to bare poles, 
to fupply the inhabitants with fewel, made, 
her recoiled with regret the more luxuriant . 

^d -happy features of her native country. 

The 
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The earthy however,: covered with graft 
and flowers, offered her minute objed^ o» 
which (he delighted tr> dwell ; but Ihe da* 
red not here wander as in England far from 
home : the women of the villages, who in 
this country are robuft and mafculine, often 
followed her with abufe for being Englifh ; 
and yet oftener the villagers clattered after 
)ier in their fabots, and addrefied her by the 
(lame of la idle Demoifelle Anglaife^ with a 
rudenefs and familiarity that at once 
alarmed and difguied her. 

The long avenue of fir and beech which 
led to the chateau^ and the fm'terrt^ fota^ . 
gifit^ and verger^ behind it, were therefore 
the fcenes df her morning and evening 
walks. She felt a penfive pleafurc ifi're- 
tracing the lonely rambles fhe ufed to tako 
at the fame feafon at Mowbray Caftle; 
and memory bringing before her the events: 
of the two years and an half which ha<i" 
elapfed fintelheleft it, offered nothing that 
did not renew her regret at having bid 

^ flower gardcDi kitchen garden^t and orchard* 

it's 
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kVfolitary (hiBdei and unfintq^ted rocks 
•dieu. 

The idtt of Godolpl^ ftill obtruded it* 
fclf condnually on her midd : nor could 
iD har refoludon prevent tcr cftfradnig 
imh pteafurct though ftx perpetually^ coni^ 
denmed herfelf for allowing: k tor recur to 
Wratflfl. Lady Adelina^ in her two w 
three laft letters, had not mentioned him 
fiuther than to fay he was in Ireland; and 
finmetine . was afliamed of fuffering her 
thoughts to dwell on a mzft^ whoTe prefer^, 
tete c# her fecmed \mc«tain and perhaps 
accidental ; £nce he had neither absolutely 
declared himTelf when prcfcnt^ or fought to 
engage her favour when abfcnt : and tho' 
(he was now fully perfuaded that of Dcla» 
mere (he (hould heat no more as a lovers " 
yet while her promife remained in bis hands 
uncancelled, (he fancied herfelf culpable ' 
in indulging a partiality for another.^ * * 

Nor could, (he refled dn the je^oufy 
which had tortured Delamerc, and the pain 
be muft have fufiercd in tearing her from 

his 
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bis heart, without mingling with her rcfcnt- 
nent fomc degree of pity and forrow. 

She was one afternoon fitting at an open* 
window of the chateau^ revolving in her 
mind thefe refledtions, when raifing her 
eyes at a fudden noife, (he faw driving 
along the avenue that led to it, an English 
poft chaife and four, preceded by a valei^ 
di, cbambrej and followed by two livery 
fcrvants. 

To thofe who arc driven by misfortune 
to feek a mdancholy afylum in a foreign > 
country, there is an inconceivable dt light 
in beholding whatever forcibly brmg|( back 
to the memory, the comforts and conveni- 
ences of their own : Emmeline, who had' 
for many weeks feen only the boors- or the 
iwri of the village, gazed at Englifli Icr- 
vants and Engliih horfes with as much avi- 
dity as if (he beheld fuch an equipage for 
the firft time. 

Inftantly however her wonder was con- 
verted into plcafure.— ^Lady Wefthavcnl 
was aflifted out of the chaife by a gentle- 
man^ whofc Ukencfs to Godolphin conn 

vinced 
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vinccd the fluttering heart of Emmdiofi 
that it was her Lord ; and eagerljr tn-^ 
quiring for Mifs Mowbray, flic wag im» 
mediately in her arms. 

As foon as the joy (in which Mrs. St^i 
ford partook^) of this une3q)e6led meeting 
had a little fubfided^ Lady Wefthaven re-^: 
lated^ that hearing by a letter they had re^i 
ceived at Parit^ from Mr. Godolphin, tfaat^ 
Enrimeline was with Mrs. Stafford in 00: 
near Rouen* (he had entreated Lord Weft- 
haven to make a journey to feeher; 

*♦ And I affure you Emmelinc,** added: 
(he, " I bad no great difficulty to perfuade 
*' him. His own curiofity went as far as 
** my inclination; for he has long wifhed 
•^ to fee this dangerous EmmcUne; who 
" began by turning the head of «ry brothciv 
^^ and now I believe ha^ turned the moce. 
*^ rfagc one of bij^^fot Godolphin^s; letters 
^* have been filled only with your praifcs.** 

Emmeline, who had changed colour at 
the beginning of this fpeech, blulhed more 
deeply at it's conclufion. Involuntary plea- 
f ure penetratedhcr heart to hear that Godoi- 

phin 
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phin had praifed her. But it was imme^ 
diatcly checked. Lady Wefthavcn fcemcd* 
to know nothing of Delamere's defertion i* 
of the hiftory of Lady Adelina flic was un«' 
doubtedly ignorant.* Hbw could Emmc- 
line account for one without revealing the 
other? This reflection ovcrwhclnacd her 
v^ith. confufion^ and fhd hardly heard the 
afiedtionate expreflions with which Lady 
Wefthaven tellified her fatisfaAion at meet^ 
lAg her« 

*^ I truft, my Lord," faid her Ladyftip; 
^* that the partiality which I forefee yoa 
•* will feel for my fair coufin for her own 
<^ fake, will not be a little encreafed by^ 
^* our refemblance.— Telt me, do yau 
^ think usfo very nnich alik^?*' 

** I never/' anfwered he, ** few ^ 
^< ftronger family likenefs between fitters^ 
*^ Our lorely couiin has fomewhat th^ 
^^ advantage of jrou in height.^ 

^^ And in complexion, my Lord, not« 
^ withftanding the improvements I have 
J* learned to make to mine in France.** 

<« / ihould not/* anfwered his iLotdM}^ 

fmiling. 
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fmiling, '* have ventured fuch a remark. 
•• I was merely going to add that you have 
^' the fame features as Mtfs Mowbray, 
•• with darker hair and eyes; if however 
*^ our charming Emnieltne had a form 
** lefs attradive, I have heard enough of 
^ her to be convinced that her underftand- 
^* ing and her heart juftify all that Lord 
** Delamere or Mr. Godolpkin have faid 
•• of her.*' 

Lady Wefthaven then exprefled her won- 
der that ibe had heard nothing of Dela-- 
mere for fome months^'^— *^ And it is moft' 
•• aftonilhing to me," fafd (he to Emme- 
line, *• that the month of March (hould 
•f elapfe without jr^«r hearing of him.*' 

Thediftrefs of Erameline now redoubled j 
and became fo evident, that Lady Weft* 
haven^ convinced there was fomcthing re- 
lative to her brother of which (he was ig- 
norant, delired her to go with her into ano- 
ther room. 

* 

Incapable of falfchood, anddetefting con- 
cealment, yet equally unwilling to ruin the 
reputation of the unhappy Adelina with her 

brother's 
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brother's wife, and having no authority to 
divulge a fecret entruftcd to her by her 
^ friend, Emmeline now felt the cruellcft 
conflift. i^ll fhe could determine was, to 
tell Lady Wefthaven in general terms that 
Lord Delamere had undoubtedly altered 
his intentions with regard to her, and that 
the affair was, fhc believed, entirely and for 
ever at an end. 

However anxious her Ladylhip was to 
know from what ftrange caufe fuch a change 
of fentiments proceeded, flie found Emme- 
line fo extremely hurt that ibe forbore at 
prefent to prefs the explanation. Full of 
concern, (he was returning to the company , 
. having defired Emmeline to remain an4 
compofe herielf I when, as fbewtis leaving 
the room, (he faid— *' 

" But I forgot, my dear Emmeltne, to 
*• aik you where you firft became ac« 
♦• quainted with Mr* Godolphin ?" 

Again deep blufhes dyed the cheeks of 
the fair orphan ; for this queftion led di- 
. TcQly to thofe circumftance^ (he could not 
relate. 

<« I knew 



** I knew him," anfvered flie, faulter^ 
iog as Ihc fpoke, " at Bath.** 

<* And is he/' enquired Lady Wcft- 
haren^ ^* fo wry charming as his brother 
•* and his family reprefent him ?** 

•* He is indeed very agreeable^'' replied 
Ihe-^** very much fo. Extremely pkafant 
^* in his manner, and in hisperfon veiy like 
" Lord Wefthaven*" 

** He never told us how he firft became 
^< acquainted mthyoM ; and to tell you tthe 
^^ truth, Emmeline, if I had net thought^ 
^* indeed known, that you was engaged 
«* to Lord Delamere, I (hould have thought 
*' Godolphin your lover/* 

This fpeech did not fcrve to haften tke 
compufurc Emmeline was trying to regain. 
She attempted to laugh it off; but fuc- 
cecdcd fo ill, that Lady Wefthaven rejoined 
her Lord and Mr. and Mrs. Stafford, full 
of uneafy conjeftures.; and Emmeline, with 
a ftill more heavy heart, foon after followed 
her. 

The prefling and earneft invitation of 
Mrs. Stafford, induced her guefts to pro- 

mife 
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•mife her their company for fomc days. 
But Lady Wefthavcn was fo aftoniihed tt 
htr brother's defertion of Emmcline, andfo 
delirous of accounting for it without find- 
ipg Gccafion to impute cruelty and caprice 
SO him, or imprudence and levity to Em- 
«ipeline, that ihe took the earlicft opportu- 
jiity of alking Mrs. Stafford, with whom 
Ihe knew. Mifs Mowbnay had no fccrcts, to 
^)(plain to her the caufe of an event fo 
»coji trary ^to her lexpeftations. 

Mrs. Sfaffopd had heard from Emmc- 
Jinc the embarraffmcnt into which the 
^queftions of Lady Wefthavenhad thrown 
ther ; ahd with great difficulty at length 
.perfuaded her, that Ihe owed it to her own 
Kjhaf after and her ownpeace tofuffer her 

Ladyftiip to be acquainted with the truth : 
[that (he could run no rifle in telling her 

what, for the fake of her Lord (whofe hap- 
ipinefs might be difturbed, and whofe life 

hazarded by it's knowledge) ihe .ccrtaioiy 

would not; reveal. ^Bcfides which motives 
-to fecrefy, the gentlcnefs and humanity of 

•Lady Wefthavcn would, Mrs, Stafford 

faid^ 
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iflidt be alone fufficient to fecufe Ladj 
.Adelint from any poffible il! conJEequcncet^ 
bf hiaf being made acquaittted widi |he 
unhqipy ftoiy. 

• Thefe arguments wrai^ Upbin Emme* 
fine a rdudwic acquiefctnce i and Mm 
St^flbfd related to I^df Weftbaven thtife 
cventi which had been followed by^DeliU 
. merest jeakaify and their fe'parat ton. 

The love and regard, which 6a her firft 
knowledge of Emmeline Lady Wfcfthavea 
Ittd conceived for her, and winch her ad-» 
fldirable qualides had ever fioce encreafed» 
was now raifed to enthufiafm. She knew 
not (for Mrs. Stafibrd and Emmeline were 
themfelves ignorant) of the artful mlfre* 
prefentations with which the Crofts' had 
poifoned the mind of her brother i and was 
therefore aftonifhed at his fufpicions, and 
grieved at his ra(hnefs. She immediately 
propofcd writing to him ; but this defigii 
both her friends befought hcf.for the prc- 
fent to relinquifl). Emmeline aflured her 
that (he had fo long confidered the affair as 
totally at an end, that (he could not now 

regret 
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regret it-, or if fhc felt any regret, it was 
merely in refigning the hope of being re- 
ceived into a family of which Lady Weft- 
haven was a part. Her Ladyfhip could 
not however believe that Emmeline was 
really indifferent to her brother; and ac- 
counted for her prefent coldnefs by fup- 
pofingher piqued and offended at his be- 
haviour, for which (he had fo much reafon. 

Anxious therefore to reconcile them, fhe 
ftill continued dclirous of writing to Dela- 
mere. And fo much did her aflfedionate 
heart dwell on the happinefs (he fliould 
have in re-unkrng her brother and her 
friend, that only the difficulty which there 
feemed to be in vindicating Emmeline 
without injuring Lady Adclina,withheld her; 
and (he promifed to delay writing 'till means 
could be found to clear up the reputation of 
the one without ruining that of the other. 

Lord Wcfthaven had, during his ftay, 
learnt from Mrs^ Stafford the circumftances 
that had driven her and her family abroad ; 
and had heard them with a fincere wifh to 
alleviate the inconveniences that opprellcd 

Vo7. III. O a woman 
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a woman whofc manners and conduft con- 
vinced him (he deferved a better fate. 
Unwilling however to holdout to her hopes 
that he was not fure he (hould be able to 
fulfil, he contented himfelf with procuring 
from Emmeline general information of the 
(late of their affairs, and filently medi- 
tated the noble projed of doing good, as 
foon as it (hould be in his power. 

Her children, for whofe fake only /he 
feemed to be. willing to fupport with pa- 
tience her unfortunate lot, were objefts par- 
ticularly interefting to Lord Wefthaven; 
and for the boys he thought he might, 
on his return to England, aflift in pro- 
viding. To their father, confoling him- 
felf in trifling follies and dirty intrigues 
for his misfortunes, it feemed more diffi- 
cult to be ferviceable. 

While thefe benevolent purpofcs* en- 
gaged his attention. Lady Wefthaven re- 
fleded with regret on her approaching 
departure, which muft divide her from 
Emmeline, whom Ihe feemed now to love 
with redoubled affedlion. His Lordfhip, 

ever 
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ever folicitous to gratify her, propofed that* 
Emmeline fliould go with them into Swit-. 
zerland with the Baron de St. A^pin, his 
Lordfliip's uncle ; who, after a life pafled 
in the fervice of France, now prepared to 
retire to his native country. 

The Baron had fcen his nephew at Paris. 
He had en^braced with tranfport the fon of 
a beloved fifter, and infiftcd on his and 
Lady Wefthaven's going back with him 
tohiseftate in the Pais dc Vaud, as foon 
as he (hould have the happincfs of being 
rejoined by his only fon, the Chevalier dc 
Bellozane, who was cxpefted with his regi- 
ment from Martmique. Lord Wefthaven, 
on his firft vifit to the paternal houfe of 
his mother, had found there only one of 
her fifters, who with the Baron, were the 
lafl: furvivors of a numerous family. He 
could not therefore refill his unc k's earneft 
entreaties to accompany him back ; and 
Lady Wefthaven, who was charmed with 
the manners of the rcfpeftable veteran and 
interefted by his afFcftion for her Lord, 
readily confentefl to delay her return to 

O 2 England 
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England for three months and to crofs 
France once more to attend him. 

To have Emmcline her companion in 
fuch a journey fcemed to offer all thatcould 
render it charming. But how could (he 
afk her to quit Mrs. Stafford, to whom fhc 
had been fo much obliged ^ and who^ in 
her prefent melancholy folitude, Teemed 
more than ever to need her confolatofy 
friendlhip. 

Her Ladyfhip however ventured to men- 
tion it to Emmeline ; who anfwered, that 
tho* nothing in the world would give her 
more pleafure than being with fuch friends, 
(he could not, without a breach of duty 
which it was impoflible to think of, quit 
Mrs. Stafford, to whom flie was bound by 
gratitude as well as by affcftion. 

Lord Wefthaven acquiefced in the juftice 
of this objection, but undertook to remove 
it by rendering the fituation of her friend 
fuch as would make a fhort abfence on 
both fides more fupportable. 

He therefore in his next converfation 
with Stafford reprefented th'e inconvenience 

of 
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of a hQufefo far frotn a town^ and bov 
much better his family would be iGtuated 
nearer the metropolis. He concluded by 
offering him a houfe he had himfelf hired 
at St, Germains ; which he faid he fhould 
be obliged to Mrs. Stafford and her family 
if they would occupy 'till his return from 
Switzerland. And that no objedlion might 
arife as to expence, he added, that confi-* 
dering himfelf as Mifs Mowbray's banker^ 
he had furnifhed her with five hundred 
pounds, with which ihe was defirous of 
repaying fome part of the many obligations 
flie owed Mr. and Mrs, Stafford^ 

Mrs, Stafford, who faw immediately all 
thc^advantagcs that might arife to Emme- 
line from her reifidencc with Lady Weft- 
haven, had on the flighteft hint been 
warmly an advocate for her going. How- 
ever reludant to part with her, (he fuffered 
not her own gratifications to impede the 
intereft of her fair charge.. But flie could 
not prevail on Emmeline- to yield to her 
entreaties, 'till Lord Wefthaven having fet- 
tled every thing for the removal of the 

O 2 family 
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family to St. Gemiains, (he was convinced 
that Mrs. Stafford would be in a pleafant 
and advantageous fituation ; and that (he 
ought, even for the fake of her and her chil- 
dren, whom Lord Wefthaven had fomuch 
the power of ferving, to yield to an arrange- 
ment which would fo much oblige him. 

The chateau they inhabited was ready 
furnifhed; their cloaths were ealily re- 
moved ; and the StafFords and their chil- 
dren fet out at the fame time with Lord 
Wefthaven, his wife, and Emmeline; who 
having feen them fettled at St. Germains 
greatly to the fatisfadion of Mrs. Stafford, 
went on to Paris ; where, in about a week, 
they were joined by the Baron de St. Alpin» 
and the Chevalier de Bellozane. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



TH E Baron de St. Alpin was a vene- 
rable foldier, near fixty, in whom 
the natural roughnefs of his country 
was polilhed by a long refidcnce among 
the French. He was extremely good hu- 
moured and chearfuU and paffionately fond 
of the Chevalier de Bellozane, who was the 
youngeft of three Tons, the two elder of 
whom had fallen in the fields The mill- 
tary ardour however of the Baron had not 
been buried with them; and he ft ill en- 
trufted the foie furvivor of his houfe, and' 
the laft fupport of his hopes, in the fame 
fervice. 

With infinite fatisfaftion he embraced 
this beloved fon on his return from Marti- 
nique, and with exultation prefented him 
to his nephew, to [Lady Wefthaven, and 
Mifs Mowbray. The Baron was indeed 
perfuaded that he was the moftaccomplifhed 
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young man in France, and had no notion 
that every body did not behold him with 
the fame eyes. 

Bellozane was tall, well made, and hand- 
fome; his face, and yet more, his figure, 
bore fome refemblance to the Godolphin 
family ; his manners were elegant, his air 
military, his vivacity exceffive, and he was 
fomething of a coxcomb, but not more 
than is thought becoming to men of his 
profeffion in France at two and twenty. 

Having lived always in the army or in 
faftiionable circles at Paris, he had coa- 
ceived no advantageous ideas of his own 
country, where he had not been fince his 
childhood. His father now retiring thither 
himfelf, had obtained a loilg leave of ab- 
fence for him that he might go alfo ; but 
Bellozane would willingly have difpenfed 
with the journey, which the Baron preffed 
with fo much vehemence, that he had 
hardly time to modernize his appearance 
after his American campaigns; a point 
which was to him of ferious importance. 

He had therefore with reluftance looked 

forward 



forward to their journey over the A}ps. 
But as foon as his father (who had mtt him^ 
s^t Port L'Oricnt on< his lauding) intro- 
duced him at Pai'is to his ^IngliCh relations 
and to Emn^line, the journey fccmed not 
only to have loft its horrors, but to become 
a delightful p^ty of pleafure^ and he was 
happy to make the fourth in the poft-coach. 
in which Lady- VVefthaven, En^meline, and 
her Ladylhip's woman^ travelled; Lord' 
Wcfthaven and the Baron following in a 
poft-chaife. 

Nothing could exceed the happinefs of 
the Baron nor the gaiety of his fon. L^ord- 
Wefthayen and his wife, 'tho* they talked 
about it lefs, were not kfs pleafed with' 
their friends and their expedition; while 
Emmelihe appeared reftpred to her former 
eheerfulnefs, becaufe (he faw that they 
wiflbed to fee her cheerful : but whenever 
(he was a moment alone^ involuntary figb^ 
fled towards England ; and when Ihe re- 
membered how f^nfhe muflbe from Lady 
Adelina, from little Wiliiam, in fhort, froqii 
Gcdolphin, how could fhe help thinkings 
of them with concern •. 
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During the day, however, the Chevalier 
gave her no time for refleftion. He waited 
on her with the moft affiduous attention, 
watched her looks to prevent her flighted 
wi(hes, talked to her inceflantly, befought 
her to teach him Englilh, and told her all 
' he had feen in his travels, and much that 
he had done. A Frenchman talks without 
hefitation of himfelf, and the Chevalier was 
quite a Frenchman:. 

Too polite however for.exclufive adula- 
tion, Lady Wefthaven (hared all his flat- 
tery ; and her real charafter being now un- 
repreffed by the leverity of her mother, 
Ihe, all gaiety and good humour, was ex- 
tremely amufed with the extravagant gal- 
lantry of the Chevalier and at Emmeline's 
amazement, who having been little ufed 
to the manners of the French, was fome- 
times alarmed and fometimes vexed at the 
warmth of his addrefs and the admiration 
which heprofefled towards them bot!}. 

Lady Wefthaven aflured her that fuch 
eonverfation was fo ufual that nobody ever 
thought of being offended at it; and that 
B^lozanQ was probably fo much ufed to 
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apply the figures of fpeech, which (he 
thought fo extraordinary, to every woman 
he faw, that he perhaps knew not himfelf, 
' and certainly never thought of, what he. 
was faying. 

Emmeline therefore heard from him re- 
peatedly what would from an Englilhman. 

have been confidered as an abfolute decla- 

I. 

ration of lov^^ without any other anfwer 
than feeming inattention, and flying as foon. 
as poffible tofome other topic,. 

In the progrefs of their journey thefe 
common place fpceches and this defultory 
gallantry was gradually exchanged for a 
deportment more refpeftfiiL He befougbt 
Emmeline very ferioully to give. Wm an 
opportunity of fpeaking to her apart; 
which (he with the utmoft difficulty evad- 
ed.. His extreme gaiety forfook him — the. 
poor Chevalier was in love. 

It was in vain he communicated his 

« 

malady to la. btlle confine^ (as he ufually 
. called Lady Wefthaven ;) la belle coufim 
. only laughed at him, and told him he had 

according to his.ov/n account; been fo often 
; .., > Q 6, in 
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in love, that this additional pencbaut could 
not pofiibly hurt him, and would merdy 
ferve to prevent what he owned he had {o 
much dreaded, being ** enuvfi a Is morf* 

at St, Alpin. 

When he found the inexorable Lady 
Wefthaven refufed ferioufly to attend to 
him, he applied with new ardour to Em- 
meline herfelf ; to whom his importunity 
began to be diftrefling, as (he forrfaw in his 
addrefles only a repetition of the perfecu- 
tion (lie had fufFered from the fiery and im- 
petuous Delamere. Still, however, (he was 
often obliged to hear him. She could 
hear him only with coldnefs ; which he was 
far from taking as difcouragement. As 
(he did not love to think herjelf engaged^ (he 
could not ufe that plea, or even name an- 
engagement which (lie believed might now 
never be claimed by him to whom it was 
given. All therefore (he could fay was, 
that (he had no thoughts of marrying.. 
An anfwer,. which however frequently re- 
peated, Bellozane determined to think fa- 
vourable I and Emmelineknew not how ta^ 

tteai 
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treat with peremptory rudenefs the coufin 
of Lord Wefthaven and of Captain Godol- 
phin» 

But whatever diminution of her eafe and 
tranquilHty (be might fufFer or apprehend 
from the growing attachment of this young 
man, the journey was attended with fo 
many pleafant circumftances, that all parties 
were defirous that it might be lengthened. 

The extrem:e eagernefs with which the 
Baron de St. Alpin had wifhed to revifit his 
cftate, gave way to the pleaftires he found 
in travelling in (uch fbciety ; and as Lady 
Wefthaven had never been farther South 
than Lyons, and Emmeline had never 
feen the fouthern provinces at all, it was 
determined on their arrival at that city to 
proceed to the fliore of the Mediterraneaa 
before they went into Switzerland. 

It was tlie ftneft feafon of the year and 
the lovelieft weather imaginable. The par^f" 
confulted therefore oniy pleafure on their 
way. Sometimes they went no more thao 
a fingle ftage in a day, and employed the 
reft in vkwuig any place in it's neighbour- 
^ hood 
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hood worth their curiofity. They ofteir 
left their carriages to walk, to faunter, to 
dine on the grafs on provifions they had 
brought with them ; and whenever a beau- 
tiful view or uncommon fcene prefented 
themfelves, they Hopped to admice them ; 
and Bellozane drew Iketches, which were 
put into T£.mmtXmt*s porte feuille. 

As they were travelling between Mar- 
feilles and Toulon, they entered a road 
bounded on each fide by mountainous, 
rocks, which fomctimes receding, left be- 
tween them fmall but richly cultivated val- 
lics ; and in other parts fo nearly met each 
other, as to leave little more room than 
fufficed for the carriage to pafs ; while the 
turnings of the road were fo angular and 
abrupt, that it feemed every moment to be 
carrying them into the bofom of the rock* 
Thro' this deftle, as it was quite Ihady, 
they agreed to walkl 

In fome places huge mafles impended 
over them, of varied form and colour, 
withoutany vegetation but fcattered mofle^) 
in others, aromatic plants and low Ihrubs-; 

the 
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the lavender, the thyme, the rofemary, the 
mountain fage, fringed the fteep craggs, 
while a neighbouring aclivity was (haded 
with the taller growth of holly, phillyrea, 
and ever- green oak ; and the next covered 
with the glowing purple of the Mediter* 
ranean heath. The fummits of almofl: all 
crowned with groves of fir, larch, and 
pine. 

Emmeline in filent admiration beheld 
this beautiful and Angular fcene; and with 
the pleafure it gave her, a foft and melan- 
choly fenfation was mingled. She wanted 
to be alone in this delightful place, or with 
fome one who could (hare, who could un- 
^erftand the fatisfaftion (lie felt. She 
knew nobody but Godolphin who had taftc 
and enthufiafm enough to enjoy it. 

Infenfibly &e left Lady Wefthaven and 
the Chevalier behind her ; and puffing his 
Lordfhip and the Baron, who were deeply 
engaged in a difcourfe about the military 
operations of the laft war,, (he walked oa 
with fome quicknefs. Intent on the ro- 
mantic wildnefs of the cliffs with which fliiC 

was. 



was furroundedf and her mind aflpciatmg: 
with thefe objefts the idea of him oa whom 
it now perpetually dwelt, (he had brong^it 
Godolphin before her, and was imagining 
what he would have faid had he been wlfh 
her; with what warmth he would enj6y> 
with what tafte and (pirit point out,, the 
beauty of fccnes fo enchanting ! 

She had now left her companions at fbme 
diltance ; yet as (he heard their voices fwelt 
in the breeze along the defile, (he felt na 
apprehenfion. In the narrowed part of it^ 
where (he faw only ftcep craggs, and the- 
iky, which their bending tops hardly ad- 
mitted, fhe was flopped by a tranfparent 
ftream, which burfting fuddenly with' fome 
violence out of the rock, is received into a 
fmall refervoir of ftone and then carried 
away in ftone channels to a village at fome 
diftance^ 

Whift Emmeline ftood contemplating 
this beautiful fpring, (he beheld, in an. 
excavation in the rock clofe to it, two per- 
fons fitting on a bench which had been- 
rudely cut for the paflenger to reft. One 

q£ 
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of them appeared to be a man about 
fifty ; he wore a fhort, light coloured coat, 
a waiftcoat that had once been of em- 
broidered velvet ; from his head, which was 
covered jQirtt wiriiarcd thrum night- cap, 
and then with a fmall hat, bound with tar- 
niQied lace, depended an immenfe queiie; 
his face, tho* thin and of a mahogena 
darknefs,, feemed to exprefs penetration 
and good humour ; and Emmefme, who 
had at firft been a little ftartled, was no 
longer under alarm ; when he, on perceiving 
her near the entrance of the ^cavern, flew 
nimbly out of it, bowed to the ground, and 
pulling off moft politely his thrum nighf- 
cap, enquired — •' Si Madtmoifelle voudrez 
** bienfe repofer ?* 

Emmeline thanked him, and advanced 
towards the bench ; from which a girl about 
feventeen, very brown but very pretty-, had 
on her approach arifcn, and put up into a 
kind of wallet the remains of the provifiohs 
they had been eating, which were only 
fruit and black bread. As foon as the old 

' ^ {f the foong lady woald pleafSs to fit down* 
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Frenchman perceived that Emmeline in- 
tended to fit down, he fprung before her, 
brufhed down the feat with his cap, and 
then making feveral profound bows, afllired 
•* Mademoifclle qu'elle pourroit s'fjfeoir fans 
^ incommodiie.^'* 

The young woman, drefled like the 
faifannef o( iht country, was modeftly re- 
tiring; but Emmeline defircd her to re- 
main ; and entering into converfation wFth 
her, founH (he was the daughter of the 
affiduous old Frenchman, and that he was 
going with her to Toulon, in hopes of pro- 
curing her a fervice. 

The Baron and Lord Wcflhaven now 
approached, and laughingly reproached 
Emrrieliuc for having deferred them. She 
told them Ihe was enchanted with the feat 
Ihe had found, and (hould wait there for 
tlie Chevalier and Lady Weilhaven* 

^^ I am only grieved,^' faid Qie, ^^ that I 
*^ have difturbed from their humble fupper 
^^ thefe good people." 

The two gentlemen then fpoke to the 

• That ih«' might (it down without iBConvenicnce. 

0I4 
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old Frenchman-, whofe countenance had 
fomething of keen intelligence and humble 
civility which prejudiced both in hisfavoun 
*' Je vois bien^' faid he, addrclfing him* 
felf £0 Lord Wefthaven> — ^^ je vois hien que 
^^fai I'hcmieur de parler a un Mil^r Am "^^ 

" Eh ! ccmmetit ?'^ anfwercd his Lord* 
fhip — '^ comment ? tu connois done bien U$ 
Anglais r\ 

" Ob €ui!—j"ai ppjje a kur fervice uni 
parti e de ma jeuneJfe.^'—Us font les meil^ 
•J* leur maitres'-^''ji 

** Parle tu Anglais^ mon amiT'% 
" Yes Milor, 1 fpeak little EngliOi. 
** Mais^^ continued he, relapfmg into the 
volubility of his own language — ** Mais il 
•' y^a a peu pres dix neuf ans^ depuis qui 
^^ mon maitre — mon pauvre maitre mouroit 

<* dans mes bras-, helasl—s'il avoit vecu*^ 

•» • 

* I perceive I have the honour to fpeak to an 
Englifh nobleman. 

f How ? are you then well acquainted with th« 
Englifh. 

J I pafTed part of my youth in their fervice.—— 
They arc the bed mafters in the world. 

i Do you fpeak Englifh^ my friend ? 
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** car il etoiS icut jeuu^^ aurois fajfi ma vii 
•♦ tniUn avez lui—faureis rttournex avec 
^ lui en Anghterre — Ab c^eft un pais char^ 
•^ mant que cette Angle terre.'** 
** You have been there then ?'* 
He anfwcrcd that he had been three 
times ; and (hould have been happy had it 
plealed heaven to have ended his days 
there. 

" The praife you beftow on our countryi 
•* my friend/? faid Lord Wefthaven, ** is 
*• worth at leaft this piece de Jtx francs, 
" and the beauty de ceHe jelie ehfant^''\ 
added he, turning towards the little fai- 
Jane^ ** is interefting enough to induce 
** me to enquire whether fuch ft gift may 
** not ferve her to purchafe quelques fetit^^ 
•< ampkttes a la villeJ"X He prefen^ed 
the young woman with another crown, 

* It is almofl: nineteen years, fince my mafler— 
my poor mafter, died in my arms ; had he lived, 
for he was quite a young man, I (liould have pafTed 
my life with him — I fhould havereturned with him to 
England — Ah! that England is a charming country! 

f Of this pretty maid, 

X Soitte little necefTaries, bargains, at the neigh- 
bouring town. 

The 
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The old Frenchman feemed ready to 
thank his Lordfliip with his tears. 

Without folicitation or ceremony, feeing 
that the gentlemen were difpofed to liften 
to him, he began to relate his '^ (hort and 
«^ fimple'' ftory. 

Lady Wefthaven and the Chevalier now 
arrived : but (he fat down . by Emmeline, 
and dcfired the old man to continue what- 
ever he was faying. 

*^ He has been praifing our country,'* 
faid Lord Wefthaven, ** and in return I 
^^ am willing to hear the hiftory of himfelf, 
^^ which hefeems very defirous of relating.** 

*^ 1 was in the army," faid he, '^ as we 
^* all are; 'till being taken with a plcurify 
" at Calais, and rendered long incapable 
^* of duty, I got my difcharge, and hired 

myfelf as a travelling valet to a Milor 

Jnglais. With him (he was the beft 

mafter in the world) I lived fix years. 
*• 1 went with him to Englaod when he 
** came to his ettate, and five years after- 
** wards came back with him to France. 
** He met with a misfortune in lofing une 

*' dame 



(4 



310 E M M E L I N E, 

*^ ^ame ires aimahle^ and never was quite 
*' well after \vards. To drive away trouble, 
^^ pour fe dijfiper^ he went among a fet of 
*^ his own countrymen, and I believe le 
** chagrin^ and living too freely, gave him 
^^ a terrible fever, Une fievre ardente lui 
•* faijit a AClafiy fes compagnons apparem- 
^' ment tCaimoit gueres Us fnalades\^ for 
^^ nobody came near him except a young 
*' furgeon who arrived there by accident, 
^* and hearing that an Engliflbman of 
*^ faftiion lay ill, charitably vifited him. 
** But it was too late : he had already ' 
'* been eleven days under the hands of an 
^* Italian phyfician, and when the Englifh 
'^ gentleman faw him he faid he had only 
" a few hours to live. 

*^ He fat by him, however. But my 
*^ poor mafter was fenfelefs ; 'till about an 
" hour before he died he recovered his 
" recollediion. 

^' He ordered me to bring him two little 
^^ boxes, which he always carried with him, 

* A burning fever felzed him at Milan ; his 
companious feemed to have but liitle affedion for 
the fick. 

'* and 
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** and charged me to go to England with 
*' his body, and deliver thofe boxes to a 
*^ perfon he named. He bade me give 
^' one of his watches, which was a very 
" rich one, to his brother," and told me to 
'^ keep the other in memory of my mafter. 
^^ Then he fpoke to the ftranger— * Sir,* 
faid he, ^ fince you have the humanity to 

* intereft yourfelf for a perfon unknown 
^ to you, have the goodnefs to fee that 

* my fcrvant is fufFered to execute what I 

* have direded, and put your feal on my 

* efFefts. The money I have about me, 

* my cloaths, and my common watch, I 

* have given him. He knows what far- 
^ ther I would have done ; I told him on 
' the fecond day of my illnefs. Baptift— 
^ you remember-^— -* 

'* He tried to fay fomething more; but 
in a few moments he died in my arms. 
With the afliftance of the young 
^* Englilh furgeon, I arranged every thing 
** as my mafter diredled. I went with his 
*^ corps to England, and received a large 
^* prefentfromhis brother, whom, however, 

^^ Tdid 



(4 



^12 EMMELINC5 

•^ I did not fee, becaufe he was not in- 
^' London. Then I returned to France.'* 

•* Since you loved England fo much/' 
enquired tlie Baron, *' fuifque vous aimiez 
•* tani cet paispourquoi ne pas f rejier /*"* 

*' Aby Monjieur ! fetois ricbe; etjebrulez 
^* de fartager mes richejfe avez une jolie filk 
^ * dont fetois eperdutneni amour eux. **-}- 

«^ Eb bien ?'' 

^' I married her, Monfieur; and for 
^* above two years we were the happieft 
*^ people on earth. But we were very 
** though tlcfs. Je ne fcais comment celafe 
'^ f^^I^^^y ^^^ ^Jp^ce Anglais J quije croyais 
" inepuijahle je d'Jftperent peu a pes, et enfin 
" ilfalloit Jonger a quelque provijicn pour 
*' mafemme et mes deux petitesfilles,^^\ 

** I returned therefore into the Limolin, 

* Why not flay there? 

+ Ah, Sir! I was rich, and T longed eagerly 'to 
ihare ray riches with a pretty young woman with 
whom I was diftiadledly in love. 

X I know not how ithappered, my EngUfh mo- 
ney, which 1 thought inexhauilible, diminifhed by 
little and little; and at length it was neceflary to 
think what I was to do for my wife and my two 
little git Is. 

^' of 
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•' of which province I was a native; but 
^^ feme of my family were dead, and the 
<* reft had neither power or inclination to 
4* aflift their poor relations. The feigneuf 
*' of the village had bought apoft at Paris,- 
*« and was about to quit* his chateau. He 
** heard I was honeftj and thercfore> tho*- 
** he had very little to lofe, he put mc 
*^ into it. I worked in the garden, and raif-i 
•' ed enough, with the little wages we had*. 
*' to keep us. My wife learned to work* 
and my two little girls were healthy and ^ 

happy. , • 

Oui MeJfieuTS^ nous tiknsj>auvre a la* 

*' vertte ! mats nous etiom tres contents ! * 

... 

<' 'till about eight nnqnths ago ; and then^ 
an epidemical diftemper broke out in 
the village, and carried off my wife . 

** and my eldeft daughter. , 

** Db^ Itberife! M t^i ma petite SuzeUejje 

^' tefkurs 5 encore amerementje Upkurs.'' X 

• Yes, gentlemen, we were indeed poor ; but Sjit 
were very,, y^ry happy \ -. 

X Ob ! ThereAi i— and you, my poor Suzette, I 
lament ye!— bitterly I ftill deplore your loia! 

VoL.Ilf, P The 
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anr- poor rfraciinfffv nttKo* twiy dtiu 

««7^A&^ #1^' ^wVfM ^tKtoutuMT a- Us 
'''J^ffrmMf^ TK* might ffii!l hnwliVtd 
*^ on> Maitehm avid rvre, at ot/r hrimrus 
^ chaccitrt iHie the poitfr#or of ft d^^ngi 
*^ his fon ftncus noVfce-that HHhould poll 
««^ it down (indeed' It rmj ft fbon have ftl- 
len) attd t^rdrrcd at ro qoit it. 

'* jfifl/i mi' vfnlaf^ M^eun^ a tikquante 
**'^JV fi^ pun.' MUs four C9*h je n^ 
•• m^endfarraffi f€s\ fije fwrrois hknjiactt 
" mi^ftnmtMltdetbn tottrita Men /"f 

There was in this relation a touching 
Emplicity which drew tears from Ladjr 
"Wtfthaven and Emmeline. The whok 
party became intercflred for the father and 
the daughter, who had wtpt fitently while 
he was relating their ftory; 

* I know^welLiJ know> that we mail learn to 
fufFer ! 

f So hue I am, gentlemen^ at- fifty years oId» 
without bread to eat. Bot it is not that which troa& 
bkft me^If I coald'get a^comfoitable glacr.fbr mjft, 
poor MaAdon« all*Weald he well ! 
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" Can nothing bt clone -for tbcfe poor 
«* creatures? faid Lady Wefthavai. 

** Certainly we will affift thcxn,'^ an- 
fwered her Lord.—*" But let us enqwixe 
*' how we can beft do it. Tu fapf£lies?''^ 
continued he^ ipeakiiig to the Frenchnian. 

" B^ti/ie La Fere — mais men nonme eU 
^' guerre^ et de condition fui toi^oure Lt 
'' lAmofmr'^ 

^' Bkes met deuc^ X Menjtur JLeJJm^ 
^ Jin^^ faid his Lordfliip, " ^hat hopes 
'' have you of placing your da^jghter at 
*' Toulcin?'' 

" Alas! Milor, but little. I know no- 
'' body there but an old itrlacioQ %i my 
V poor wife's, who is ^mrkre at a <tM%- 
" vent; and if I cannot get a fervioe for 
" Madelon, i muft giv^ the good abbefs 
^' a little money to take her tUil cm da 

foaaethiag better for htr.'* 



(C 



* Your name? 

t Baptiile La Fere. But the name under which I 
ferved as a foldier and as a fervanc is Le Limoiln. 
4; Tdl4Bielhe6. 

P 2 Anil 
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" And where do you cxpeft to get mo-' 
" ncy?" 

** 7V;r«:, mon Seigneur^** anfwcred he, 
pulling a watch out of his pocket, *' {^ex 
** la bonte d^examiner at montre. * It is an 
** Englilh watch. Gold; and in a gold 
•* cafe. I have been offered a great deal 
" of money for it; but in all my poverty, 
•* in all my diftrcflcs, I have contrived to 
*' keep it becaufe it was the hft gift of my^ 
** dear mafter. But now^ my poor Made- 
••^ Ion muft be thought of, and if it muft 
^y be fo, I win fell it and pay for her ftay- 
*• ing in the convent.*' 

" You (hall not do that, my friend,'* 
replied Lord Wefthaven, ftill holding the 
watch in his hand. 

It had a cypher, H. C. M. and a crefl: 
engraved on it. 

" H. C. M," faid his Lordlhip, *' and 
*' the Mowbray crcft! Pray what was your 
" Mafter's name ?'' 



• See, my Lord ; have the goodnefs to look at 
this watch. 

'' Milor 
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•* Milor Mowbray^*' anfwered Le LU 
mofin. 

'* Comment ? Milor Monvtray ?** 

** Out Milor — regardiz s'il vous> plaifl 
•*' Voila Jon chiffre^ Henri Charles Mowbraf 
•* — ef voHa le cimier dufamilley^ 

Emmeline, who no longer doubted but 
this was her father's fcrvant, was fo much 
afFcded, that Lady Wcfthaven, appre- 
hending fhe would faint, called for afllft- 
ancej and the Chevalier, who during this 
converfation had attended only , to her>\ 
foatched up the beechen cup out of whiciv 
LeLimofin and Madelon had -been drink- 
ing, and which ftill flood on the groundr^ 
and flying with it to the fpring, brought it 
inftantly back filled with water; while 
Lady Wefthaveh bathed her temples and 
held to her her fahs^ She foon recovered ; 
and then fpealcing in a faint voice to his 
Lordfliip, Yaid — ** My Lord, this is the 
" fervant in whofc arms my poor father 

♦ Yes, my Lord ; be fo good as to obfcrvc. There 
is lis cypher, H. C. M. and there the family creft. 

expired* 



" cxfirrd. Do allow me (o iRrriccde with 
'* y^ur Lrrcihip forhim md for his daugh* 
** icr ; but k( him not know^ to nighc at 
^ Icatl^ who I am. I cai:iioc again bear a 
*■ circomftancial detail about my father/^ 

Lord WtAhaven now led Le Unoofin 
out of the caves cold him he had deter- 
mioedj as be had kaowo his mader's fn^ 
milvj to caLe him iato his own iervice^ and 
that Lady WeillM^va would provide for 
his daughter. At this io(eliigence the poor 
fellow grew aloioft fraatic. He would 
kave thrown hinafelf at the feet of his be* 
orfactor bad he noc been prevented ; then 
fiew back to fetch his Madelon, that fh^ 
might join in prayers and bencdiftions ; 
and hard)^ could Lord Wefthaven periuade 
him to be tranquil enough to underQand 
the orders he gave him> which wcre^ to 
hire lbi«e kind of conveyance at the next 
viilnge to carry his daughter to Toulon j 
where he gave him a direftion to find his 
hnglifh benefa<5tor the next day. 

it was now latej and the party haftened 
to leave this romantic fpot, which had been 

/ avirked 
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tnarkcd by fo fingular a meeting. On their 
arrival at Toulon, they equipped, and fent 
away before thenn to St. Alpin, Lc Limo- 
fin and Madelon, the latter of whom Lady 
Wefthavrn took entirely to wait on Em* 
ineline. 

The foft heart and tender fpirits of Em- 
melinc had not yet recovered the detail (he 
had heard of her father's death. A penfive 
melancholy hung over her; which the Che- 
valier, nothing doubting his own perfec- 
tions, hoped was owing to a growing affec- 
tion for himfelf. But it had feveral fources 
of which he had no fufpicion j and it made 
the remaining three weeks of their tour ap- 
pear tedious to Emmelinej who languiflied 
to be at St. Alpin, where the hoped to find 
letters from Mrs. ^taffbrd and from Lady 
Adelina. She thought it an age fince ihe 
had heard from the latter; and fecretly but 
anxioufly indulged an hope of meeting a 
large pacquet, which might contain fome 
intelligence of Godolphin. 
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